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tiivistelmä

The mill village of the 21st-century is a new take on the original concept of a mill village. 
The mill village was originally intended to provide a home for workers close to the facto-
ry so that they could be nearby work and devote more of their time to work, while having 
leisure activities in their free time. Mill villages were vibrant and self-sufficient while the 
factories were operational but after the production was moved overseas following cheap-
er labor due to globalization, most of these factories have been abandoned and quality of 
life in the impoverish mill villages has went away with the jobs. 

This thesis is proposing a solution to revitalize and update the original mill village -con-
cept to create vibrant urban communities around the repurposed mills. The case example 
and commissioner of this thesis is Taylors Mill redevelopment company operating in the 
Taylors Mill in Taylors, South Carolina, USA. The site is located in the suburbs nearby 
Greenville, South Carolina, USA. The mill is in the process of bouncing back from years of 
dilapidation, but the mill village has not yet reciprocated in this revitalization.

The modern day worker in the Taylors Mill is more of a young professional/artist/entre-
preneur/satellite worker who does not generally have a big family. They're looking for a 
small living space where they have a connection and shared experience with the com-
munity around them. Because of this, sharing common amenities and having minimalist 
housing in a community/village setting will provide these people the community that they 
are looking for -- 21st century mill village. 

This thesis provides concept design for a new type of living where urban and rural life-
styles are mixed and people have a small private living space within a shared community. 
This new type of housing and community is achieved by using modular building system 
as a design tool - providing flexible and affordable housing options and different housing 
typologies for different families and needs. 

2000-luvun tehdaskylä on alkuperäisten tehdaskylien päivitetty versio. Tehdaskylät 
suunniteltiin alunperin tarjoamaan tehdastyöntekijöille asuntoja lähellä tehdasta, jotta 
heille jäisi enemmän aikaa töille sekä vapaa-ajan aktiviteeteille. Tehdaskylät olivat eloisia 
kun tehtaat olivat toiminnassa, mutta kun valmistus siirrettiin globalisaation johdosta 
ulkomaille edullisemman työvoiman perässä, suurin osa näistä tehtaista jäi hylätyiksi ja 
elintaso köyhtyneissä kylissä aleni työpaikkojen lähdettyä.

Tämä diplomityö ehdottaa ratkaisua, jossa alkuperäinen tehdaskylä -konsepti otetaan uu-
delleen käyttöön päivitettynä luoden eloisia urbaaneja yhteisöjä kunnostettujen tehtaiden 
ympärille. Suunnittelukohteena ja toimeksiantajana toimii "Taylors Mill redevelopment" 
yhtiö, joka operointipaikkana on Taylors Mill -tehdas Taylorsissa, Yhdysvaltojen Etelä-Ka-
roliinassa. Suunnittelualue sijoittuu lähiöalueelle Greenville kaupungin (Etelä-Karoliina, 
USA) läheisyyteen. Taylors Mill on nousemassa ylös vuosien rappiotilasta, mutta sitä 
ympäröivä tehdaskylä ei ole vielä ottanut osaa tähän kehitykseen.

Tämän päivän moderni työntekijä Taylors Mill alueella on nuori ammattilainen/ artisti// 
yrittäjä/ etätyöntekijä, jolla ei yleisesti ole suurta perhettä. Nämä työntekijät etsivät pientä 
asuintilaa, missä heillä on yhteys ja jaetut kokemukset heitä ympäröivän yhteisön kanssa. 
Tämän vuoksi, jaettujen toimintojen sekä minimalistisen asumisen yhdistäminen kyläyh-
teisössä tarjoaa heille sen yhteisöllisen asuinympäristön, jota he ovat etsimässä -- 2000-lu-
vun tehdaskylän. 

Diplomityö tarjoaa konseptisuunnitelman uuden tyyppiselle asumiselle, jossa yhdistetään 
elementtejä urbaanin sekä maaseudun elämäntavoista, ja jossa asukkailla on pieni yksi-
tyinen asuintila jaetun yhteisön keskellä. Tämä uudenlainen asumisen ja yhteisön muoto 
saadaan aikaiseksi käyttämällä modulaarista rakennusjärjestelmää suunnittelun apuväli-
neenä - tarjoten joustavia sekä kohtuuhintaisia asumisratkaisuja ja erilaisia asuntotyyppejä 
erilaisille perheille ja tarpeille. 
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terms

REPURPOSE 

Repurposing the act of 
remodeling a structure 
for a purpose other than 
the one it was originally 
intended for. 

VIBRANT 

As a term for describing 
urban life, Vibrant means 
cultured and eventful. 
Vibrant urban life is city life 
that is well connected to 
both the spaces and people 
around. Vibrant urban life 
can be achieved through 
high quality shared spaces, 
events, and community 
gatherings. 

FOOT - METER 
CONVERTER 

Since this thesis project 
takes place in the United 
States, the local units of 
measure will be used in 
the project as well as the 
metric system. For the 
purpose of understanding 
the imperial measurement 
system, One foot equals 
0.3048 Meter. 

SHARING 
ECONOMY 

The sharing economy is 
the new paradigm popular 
among young people 
where Having access to a 
service or amenity has the 
same value as owning that 
service or amenity. This has 
been born out of increasing 
environmental conscious-
ness and limited space in 
growing cities.  

REVITALIZE

Revitalize means to bring 
vitality back to something, 
or bring life back to it. The 
mill villages have been all 
but abandoned for the last 
20 years, this concept aims 
to bring vibrant urban life 
back to the villages.  

KNOWLEDGE 
WORKER

Where the common man 
during the heyday of the 
textile mills was often a 
mill worker, or laborer, 
todays mill village inhabi-
tant would be a knowledge 
worker, someone who 
works with their brain 
rather than their hands. 
Some examples of this 
could be accountants, law-
yers, designers, program-
mers, architects, writers, 
journalists, etc. Knowledge 
workers are often people 
who have studied at a 
university.  

MILLENNIALS

Millennials are anyone that 
were born between the 
early 1980s and early 2000s  

SUBURB/
BEDROOM  
COMMUNITY 

A small community that has 
no major industries and 
that is inhabited by people 
who go to another place to 
work, shop etc" 

MILLHANDS

Millhands is a term used to 
describe the laborers of the 
mill They were the hands 
needed to keep the mills 
moving and keep churning 
out fabric.  

MILL

" a building or collection of 
buildings with machinery 
for manufacturing" (Merri-
am-Webster dictionary) For 
the purposes of this thesis, 
the term Mill is referring 
to the textile mills of the 
Piedmont region. These 
mills created fabrics and 
yarn from raw cotton.  
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IMAGE 2: High Point, North Carolina - Housing. Homes In Company-Owned 
Mill Village Of Pickett Yarn Mills - High Point, North Carolina






















































































































































