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Abstract
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The continuous progress of our economic and social environments have a direct effect on how cities 
organize themselves both physically and functionally. The built environment is under constant trans-
formation, and the resilience of the city scape is thus under continuous testing. The deactivation of the 
pulp mill in the Lielahti area was a result of this dynamic, which seeks better economical prospects in the 
contemporary context. However, the willingness of city officials and the local community to integrate the 
remaining buildings and site to the existing environment is evident, since not only was a participatory 
process of planning this new city area was set to begin, but also an ideas competition was launched.

This thesis explores all the potential that exist in the remaining built environment of the factory mill and 
its vicinities in light of local community interests, city expectations and the designers expertise. The goal 
is to propose a design solution that blends in with its environment, is as flexible as possible, and ensures 
the integration of the area with the city and the users through time.

The work is divided into three parts: Introduction; Historical Background and Situation analysis; and De-
velopment strategy and Design proposal. The introduction consists of the situation of the project in the 
city scale, the objective and expectations, the methodology to be applied, and the motivation behind 
the topic. The background and site analysis part covers Lielahti’s history and construction growth, the 
site’s occupation through time, analysis of the site’s current situation, comparative analyses, and stake-
holders expectations. The design approach and proposal is composed by the project brief, the main 
concept, zoning and morphology, sketch design and final proposal.
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INTRODUCTION

This thesis work focuses on the rehabilitation of a inactivate factory site and its further inte-
gration to the local environment and city scape.  The approach taken into the development 
of the proposal is time-based. In order to follow the application of this methodology, it is 
important to bring forth the site’s history. The way it is contextualized in the city scale also 
interposes with many decisions of the final proposal.

The site is located in Tampere, Finland. Set between the lakes Näsijärvi and Pyhäjärvi, Tam-
pere is the biggest inland city in the Nordic countries. Currently with a population of roughly 
225 000, it is expected to grow up to approximately 277 000 inhabitants by 2040 (Kontu-
koski 2016, p. 7). Tampere has a strong industrial background, which has influenced the local 
architecture directly. The traditional red brick industrial buildings are all over the city, with 
some samples being found in the study area of this work. 

Situated in Lielahti, one of the three commercial centers of Tampere region, the site is only 
five kilometers from the city center and lays by the shore of lake Näsijärvi. On the south side, 
it is bordered by the main road that leads to the west coast, which makes it particularly stra-
tegic for a new city  development.

After the city acquired the pulp mill site in 2014, many efforts have been initiated to develop 
the region into a new and vibrant part of the city.  Not only has a participatory process  inte-
grated the local community in the planning process, many workshops have also been held 
in the Lielahti mansion. The school of architecture in Tampere University of Technology has 
also  had one of its courses focused in the area and an ideas competition has been launched. 

It is important to acknowledge that, although a big share of this thesis comprises the reha-
bilitation of the remaining buildings and their surroundings, the urban development pro-
posal has also a crucial role for the area as a whole. The ideas presented are expected to be 
a starting point to the growth of a sustainable neighborhood. In this spectrum, the project 
methodology follows a bottom-up logic, in which small interventions are to represent devel-
opment catalysts. This is intended to provide the area with the freedom to develop its own 
potential without following a previous agenda.F0.1 Map of Finland and location of Tampere
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F0.2 Urban morphology - Tampere | 1:50 000
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F0.3 Main roads and connections- Tampere | 1:50 000
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PART 1

Historical Background and Situation    
Assessment



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

With the site’s contemporary context clarified, the area’s history is to be looked into more 
closely. By having an overall look at how the environment first started to develop, it is possi-
ble to acknowledge the place’s historical and cultural value. This applies to both constructed 
and natural environments.

The occupation of the area didn’t necessarily follow one single linear course. There were 
many little development clusters that merged and shaped the current neighborhoods. The 
site subject of this thesis comprises in its own history a good summary of the evolution of 
the area as a whole. 

F1.1 | The celullose factory with Lielahti Region in the background in 1969
(Vapriiki image archives, 2015)
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F1.2 | Nottbeck Mansion courtyard with greenhouse in the foreground
(Vapriiki image archives, 2015)

F1.3 | The celullose factory seen from Pispala
(Vapriiki image archives, 2015)

F1.4 | The NIemi mansion and brick cowshed
(Vapriiki image archives, 2015)
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F1.5| Lielahti Region 1780
(Tampere city archives, 2015)

F1.6| Lielahti Region 1847
(Tampere city archives, 2015)

F1.7| Lielahti Region 1910
(Tampere city archives, 2015)

F1.8| Lielahti Region 1930
(Tampere city archives, 2015)
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1540 - 1869

The frst records on the Lielahti district date back to 1540, when the area was mostly occu-
pied by many small agricultural farms. Through time, these farms have merged and be-
come some of the neighboring districts of Lielahti (i.e. Niemi, Pohtola, and Ryydynpohja). In 
1682 the combined farms in Lielahti formed the “Lielahti Rusthåll”. Ownership of the estate 
remained for a long time with the Tollet family, until in 1847 when Klas Alfred Stjernvall ac-
quired the property. Finally, in 1869 the Nottbeck family assumed the ownership and initiat-
ed the transition of the area’s character from agricultural to industrial. Most of the remaining 
buildings from the early years were comissioned by the Nottbecks (Schulman et al. 2011; 
Seppänen 2015).

F1.9|1768

F1.10|1910

F1.11|1930

1869 - 1913

Throughout the time when the Nottbecks owned the estate, many key changes occured 
in the area. In 1880, on the north side of the site the Niemi sawmill was established, mark-
ing the beginning of industrial activities in the region. In 1885 the Nottbeck graveyard was 
founded and in 1892 the railway track connecting the farm to the Lielahti Station was built. 
Residential developments started to grow in the Pohtola - Siivikala area in 1890.  The old 
wooden Lielahti Rusthåll manor was demolished and by 1893 a new brick mansion was con-
structed. In the area between the old and the new mansion, many outbuildings were also 
constructed, such as a cowshed, stables and a barn. Shortly after the turn of the century, the 
property was sold to K.J. Dahlstrom, and by 1913 it belonged to Ab J. W. Enqvist Oy, who 
initiated the industrial activities in the site (Schulman et al. 2011; Seppänen 2015). 

1913 - 1936

The construction of the pulp mill started in 1913 and it integrated the existing buildings to 
the needs of the new factory. Manufacturing related spaces were placed in the outbuild-
ings and administrative activities took place in the mansion area. New buildings were con-
structed according to the plans of architect Birger Federley. In 1916 the Niemi sawmill was 
purchased by Enqvist and during the 1920s a big expansion program took place. Housing  
development grew in the neighboring areas following Federley’s plans. However, due to 
general economic recession at the turn of the decade, the company was acquired by Ste 
Beghin in 1930. The Possijärvi lake, that had started to dry around 1916, transferred loads 
of fine sand to the southern part of the site’s lake shore until it dried out completely in 1920. 
(Schulman et al. 2011)
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F1.12| Lielahti Region 1956 
(Oskari, 2015)

F1.13| Lielahti Region 1974 
(Oskari, 2015)

F1.14| Lielahti Region 1995 
(Oskari, 2015)

F1.15| Lielahti Region 2015 
(Oskari, 2015)
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F1.16|1960

F1.17|1980

F1.18|2016

1936 - 1965

Under new management, the expansion of the factory area continued as new industrial tech-
niques were included in the production line. In 1932 the last Birger Federley project was 
completed. The waste liquor generated from the cellulose production line started to be 
processed in a new facility in 1940 as spirits, expanding the factory area and interrupting 
the historical road that connected the Paasikiventie road to the north side of Lielahti. After 
world war 2, only a couple of expansions were constructed in red brick. In the 1960s, the first 
precast concrete buildings gave a modern look to the factory. In a regional scale, the Pohtola 
and Ryydynpohja areas had their masterplan updated and executed in the mid 1950s, and 
land infill started to take place in the area between the Lielahti and Niemi mansions. (Schul-
man et al. 2011)  

1965 - 1985

The ownership of the factory changed again in 1965, to G. A. Serlachius Oy. Parts of the card-
board factory in the city center that belonged to the company were transferred to Lielahti. 
Further expansions occured during the 1960s, such as the new lignin factory (that exploited 
the by-product from the pulp cooking) and a fire station on the north side of the site. In the 
1970’s, the environmental hazards caused by the factory started to receive more attention, 
and a sewage treatment plant was built. During this time, the existing masterplans of the 
area were further developed and the ones for Lentävänniemi and Lielahti were initiated, 
the Lielahti plan having a particularly industrial approach.  However, with many industries 
leaving the area in the early 1980s, Lielahti slowly started to be taken over by retail shops. 
(Schulman et al. 2011)

1985 - 2016

In 1987 G. A. Serlachius Oy merged with Metsäliitto Industrial Company Ltd, which would 
later become the M-Real Corporation. Some production lines were discountinued in 1985, 
due to unprofitability. However, the buildings were still renovated for receiving new forms 
of production. Also, completely new facilities were built, the newest one in the factory area 
dating from 2001. In 2008, all industrial activities were discontinued (Schulman et al. 2011) 
and in 2014 the property became acquired by the city, with plans to gradually open the area 
for public use. With a significant retail cluster, Lielahti continued developing into a district 
center. Housing developments continued to be implemented, the closest one being “Nie-
menranta”, on the north side of the site. 
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F1.19| Aerial overview from the factory 
(adapted from Google Maps, 2015)
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CURRENT SITUATION AND ANALYSIS

The Lielahti Mansion and its park are currently open to the general public. The factory area 
remains closed due to the safety issues, however the facilities in better conditions have 
sporadically been used as events venues. The area can be reached mostly by light traffic, 
through two main access points: one from Paasikiventie through the historical road; and one 
from Lielahdenkatu, through Tehdaskartanonkatu. There’s also a secondary access through 
“Niemeranta”. In its direct vicinity, the predominant landuse is commercial to the west and 
residential to the north.  

F1.20| Lielahti Mansion
(Padilha Riekki, 2016)

F1.21| Concrete columns in the pier 
(Ideas Competition, 2016)

F1.22| Nottbeck Chapel
(Ideas Competition, 2016)

F1.23| Water tower
(Ideas Competition, 2016)
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LAND USE

On the north side of the site, the land use 
is predominantly residential, following its 
historical tendency of development. On 
the west side, the Lielahti district presents 
a massive commercial cluster, with wide 
parking areas and no residential elements 
whatsoever. The buildings with the most 
significant floor area are of industrial use. 
On the south side, the predominant use 
is residential. However, due to the topo-
graphical situation and Paasikiventie road, 
the residents from nearby Pispala don’t in-
teract as directly with the site as they were 
it in the same groundlevel.

 Residential
 Outbuilding
 Commercial
 Industrial
 Services
 Offices
 Restaurants
 Sports
 Religious
 Educational
 Deactivated

 F1.24 Map of land use - Hiedanranta | 1:10 000
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F1.25| Lielahti Keskus shopping center
(Padilha Riekki, 2016)

F1.26| Niemeranta Daycare
(Padilha Riekki, 2016)

F1.27| Niemeranta Housing Development
(Padilha Riekki, 2016)

F1.28| Pyroll packaging factory
(Padilha Riekki, 2016)
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TRAFFIC

Currently the traffic volume in the region is 
considered high, and since it encloses two 
main access routes to Tampere (through 
main road 65 and highway 12), it is ex-
pected to increase even more by 2040. In 
order to accomodate the expected traffic 
volume, Paasikiventie road will become a 
series of multilayered junctions, where the 
fast lanes will be separated from the access 
lanes. Traffic generated from Hiedanran-
ta is expected to approach the main road 
mostly through the Vaitinaro junction, but 
also through Lielahdenkatu and Santalah-
ti junctions. However, the area is expected 
to rely mostly of public transport and com-
muter cycling, so the actual need for pas-
senger cars is intended to be low. This shall 
be expressed in the availability of parking 
spots and street network layout.

F1.29 Traffic network - Hiedanranta | 1:10 000
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F1.31| Hiedanraitti street
(Padilha Riekki, 2016)

F1.30| Paasikiventie Road
(Padilha Riekki, 2016)

F1.32| Lielahdenkatu street
(Padilha Riekki, 2016)

F1.33| Tehdaskartanokatu street
(Padilha Riekki, 2016)
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECTS

Several soil investigations were complet-
ed at the site between 2009 and 2015. 
In the lake area close to the site, the wa-
ter depth varies between 2 and 8 meters. 
Groundwater surface level varies between 
+92,09 and +93,06. As for the lake bottom, 
it is composed of superficial layers of mud 
and silt mud 1 to 5 meters thick.  At a cer-
tain distance from the shore, a layer of clay 
varies from 2 to 5 meters under the mud. 
Deeper layers are composed of sand and 
silt. In the area directly beside the factory 
site, as much as 1.5 million m3 of so-called 
zero-fiber flour (wood and wood fibers) 
originating from the industrial activity lies 
on the lake bottom. The inland area is com-
posed mostly of earth-fill layers on top of 
till (a mixture of boulders and clay).

Land area soil contamination studies have 
only been performed as part of building 
demolition inventory. Although metals 
have been found in the southern parts of 
the site and in the buildings, the contami-
nation levels can be disregarded.

 Groundwater area

 Closed landfill

 Zero-fiber deposits

 Former Possijarvi shorelineF1.34 Natural environment - Hiedanranta | 1:10 000
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F1.35| Path to land infill shore
(Padilha Riekki, 2016)

F1.38| Hiedanranta beach
(Padilha Riekki, 2016)

F1.36| The site’s southeast corner
(Padilha Riekki, 2016)

F1.37| Lielahti Mansion’s park
(Padilha Riekki, 2016)
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and design proposal
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OVERALL APPROACH AND OBJECTIVES

The design will be presented in three phases: the first, with the interventions to be imple-
mented within a years time; the second, with the developments to be concluded within five 
years; and the last phase, being the envisioning of the area after ten years. The time frame 
supports the definition of the intervention area and level of detail. As the time spam increas-
es, the project display will vary accordingly. The location of the proposed interventions per 
phase are mapped out in Figure 2.1.

The main goal of this division is to represent how the integration of this new area can be 
gradually implemented into the city scape. With simple and adaptive interventions, a holis-
tic approach and inclusive development can turn a previously secluded space into a vibrant 
new urban area. In order to understand how all these phases and interventions are sup-
posed to influence in the area’s development, its important to understand which are the tar-
get groups and under which logic the zoning has been drawn. In figure 2.2, user groups are 
defined and categorized. In addition to this, character of place is displayed and referenced 
to the user group target.
  
In the first phase, the project’s aim is to activate the visual and physical connection of the 
area with its direct environment. Another goal is to represent this moment of transition (from 
private to public space) in a meaningful way; not only to the site but to the community as a 
whole.  Since the interventions to be executed within one year are represented in this phase, 
it is safe to say that they will interact with the site in its present condition. Also, due to the 
amount of time available, these structures are not to be too complex; small interventions, 
with simple character, that are flexible and adaptable to their environment. These features 
combined enable the development of more detailed drawings,  present only in this phase. 
They also allow the more direct participation of the community in the execution of new ar-
chitectural elements. This way, the sense of relationship with the space starts to flourish, as 
does the place’s character.  The projects comprising the first phase are a public sauna, a ferry 
station and an informative square. Also the pathways and general pedestrian connections 
are to be improved. 

In the next phase, the design will cover a wider area and will have a more schemactic  charac-
ter. Within 5 years, the remaining industrial facilities are expected to be fully integrated with 
the surrounding functions and connections. Also, the direct vicinity of the site is expected to 
present a certain level of adaptation to the presence of the new area and its infrastructure. 



Closed land�ll
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2017 2021 2026

F2.1 Phasing diagram
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Since the range of the designs in this phase is in larger scale, they mostly present more 
urban and landscape design considerations, as opposed to the projects in the first phase. 
Comprising the second phase, there are the schematic masterplans for the factory area and 
for the regions on the north and west borders of the site, a land use proposal, and further 
development  of the interventions proposed in the first phase.  Also, completely new facili-
ties are to be proposed, such as the new tram stations and tram ways.

Finally, in the third and last phase, all the interventions proposed throughout the study come 
together and form what is the expected envisioning of the new city place. In order to have a 
volumetric idea of what will be occupying the space, a schematic mass study will be repre-
sented in the visualizations. Along with the more developed elements, the areas potencial 
will be highlighted. It is important to remark that in 10 years, the effects of the interventions 
reach a very broad area. For that reason, the level of detail in this phase is decidedly sche-
matic. The visualisations of this phase are mostly external. 
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F2.2 Place’s potential character and respective users diagram

SEMI-
PUBLIC

LOCAL USERS  Lielahti region  
    residents

    Local visitors
 
SERVICE STAFF  Service providers

    Shop owners

PUBLIC

CITY USERS   Tampere residents

    Lielahti region  
    residents

    Tampere visitors

    Local visitors 

SERVICE STAFF  Service providers 

    Administrative  
    personell

PRIVATE RESIDENTS   Lielahti upcoming  
    residents



Closed land�ll

34

PHASE 1

As previously stated, the first goal is to activate the visual and physical connection of the area 
with its direct environment. The approach taken to the connection issue was to reactivate the 
historical roads and their connection to the existing traffic system, in order to have a natural 
and fluid network. Once the access to the region is simplified, the various functions around 
the area affect and become affected by the new developments more directly. This allows the 
resilience of the area to be tested and a more balanced growth to take place.

Due to the existence of the industrial facility (DS Smith) directly on top of the location where 
previously the historical road and Teivaalantie connected, the reactivation of the historical 
road will be implemented in the same way as its interruption was (that is, in phases). For 
the development of the first phase, a new road connection is to be established between 
the historical road and the Tehdaskartanokatu street, the current access to the site through 
Lieladenkatu street. The construction of a bike lane along the new road connection will sup-
port the links between the new architectural elements and will also be the first step into the 
development of the new road network.

Beside the estimated site where the old wooden Lielahti mansion was located, an informa-
tional square will be placed. Since it is the place where local history first started, it is also the 
natural site to display the history for the residents of the region and visitors. It will be the 
primary landscape project aimed directly at the user experience and the connection with the 
local history. The square will then be directly beside and surrounded by the factory build-
ings, on the west side of the complex.

Another landscape area is the currently closed landfill on the north side of the site. Due to 
challenging soil conditions, construction in the area is not allowed and the city has assigned 
this area as a park (Sellupuisto). For the purpose of this thesis, there won’t be any landscape 
detailing for that area. However, the assumed function and the delimitation of the area will 
be taken into account throughout the proposal. Generally, the whole lake front will be han-
dled as a continuous park area.

In order to introduce a new architectural landmark, both location and function were defined 
as to create an iconic element. The site chosen was the pier, since it projects itself onto Näsi-
järvi lake and therefore, allows a wide range of possibilities regarding form and material. It is 
also the very first element to be seen from the area, when coming from Tampere city center. F2.3 Diagramatic map with phase 1 interventions
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The function established, a public sauna, will take advantage of the 
proximity to the lake. Since it has an iconic presence in Finnish cul-
ture, users will be able to easily relate to the new facility.

The second architectural element proposed in the first phase is a 
ferry terminal, directly beside the Uitotunneli tunnel, that connects 
Näsijärvi and Pyhäjärvi lakes. The location has also a historical back-
ground, as the tunnel was built in the 1960’s to move logs from one 
lake to another. It was, however, never used for this purpose. The 
implementation of other means of public transport also supports the 
future architectural proposals. For the purpose of this thesis, only this 
terminal will be developed, as an example of what could be one ap-
plication of the design parti to this function. However, other connect-
ing ports could be the old Lielahti mansion pier (located on the tip 
of what once was the Lielahti mansion peninsula) or just about any 
other port on Näsijärvi lake.

The design parti to all architectural elements of this phase is the same, 
only the scale varies. Building shape is intended to be sculptural, as 
these projects are to be easily related to this particular moment in 
time. And since the sites are not close to any buildings in their direct 
vicinity, the unique shape stands out without disturbing the existing 
architectural environment. The sauna is the project intended to be 
the new landmark, so it will be the biggest in scale. The ferry terminal 
will follow the same architectural and material pattern, which will link 
them visually, but will be significantly simpler.

The main material in both structure and finishings will be paper 
tubes. The choice for this material came from the fact that not only it 
is cheap, it is also very simple to assemble. This allows the commu-
nity to take part in the execution process, which was also one of the 
goals for this design approach. In addition, it is possible to relate it 
to the area’s previous history of paper manufacturing. In many ways 
(economical, social, time management) this material is significantly 
sustainable. 

F2.4 Sketches of temporary interventions of phase 1
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F2.5 Phase 1 | Masterplan 1:10 000
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F2.6 Phase 1 | Axonometric view 
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PUBLIC SAUNA

Since the site was officially opened in June 
2016, it has been constantly under use by 
the local community. Residents from all 
over Lielahti region pass by the old pier 
while jogging or riding bikes. The joint ef-
fort to build the public sauna would be the 
solidification of this relationship with the 
new city space.

There aren’t public saunas that are con-
nected directly to the lake in the neigh-
borhood. Having the chance to go ice 
swimming this close to home would surely 
attract more users to the site, democratis-
ing the usage of the shore. 

The use of cardboard not only draws the 
community into the execution process, 
it also conforms to the fact that this is a 
temporary intervention, supposed to be 
tested out and be either accepted or not 
by the local users. The characteristic of 
impermancence should be in accordance 
with the project premise of developing 
itself along with its environment, fitting in 
(or not) to the new surroundings.

F2.7 Sauna | Site plan 1:1250
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F2.8 Sauna | Bird-eye perspective
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F2.9 Sauna | Floor plan 1:250
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F2.10 Sauna | Sketches constructive system F2.11 | Pier seen from the shore with city center in the background (Padilha Riekki, 2016)



42
F2.12 Sauna | Dressing room
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F2.13 Sauna | View from the shore 



FERRY STATION

The idea of combining multiple means of 
public transport (i. e. ferries, bike, tram and 
bus) comes from the goal of reducing the 
need of passanger cars in the area to as lit-
tle as possible. By introducing a new kind 
of transport, the potential of becoming an 
intermodal station increases in the area. 
Once many different options of transport 
are provided, the logical choice for com-
muting is just about any public transport or 
bicycle. 

Another goal is to instigate the connec-
tion with the Hiedanranta area through the 
shoreline. Currently there are no light traf-
fic roads between this site and Hiedanran-
ta. The new option through the shoreline 
would make this contact lively and pleas-
ant. The physical connection between the 
two architectural elements would be natu-
ral and expected.

This particular architectural element is not 
only temporary due to its premise. Since 
Näsijärvi freezes over during winter, it has 
only a seasonal use. So through that time, 
the platform should be deassembled and 
the floating platforms and pontoons re-
moved from the lake. 
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F2.14 Station | Site plan 1:1250
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F2.15 Station | Bird-eye perspective
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F2.16 Station | Floor plan 1:250
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F2.17 Station | Paper tube system sketch

F2.18 | Pier seen from the floating tunnel

As in the sauna, the main structure for the cover of the station is com-
posed by paper tubes. Hollow tubes with different  diameters perfo-
rate one another, allowing the structure to stand rigid and preventing 
the system to bend. Wooden connections and beams are used in 
association with the paper tube system.
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F2.19 Station | Perspective from the floating tunnel
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F2.20 Station | Entrance 



INFORMATIVE SQUARE

The choice for this particular location for 
the square initally came from the fact that 
this is the place where the first registered 
architectural elements of the area once 
stood. It makes sense that a place that is 
supposed to provide information about 
the area’s history is situated in this location.  
However, once placing a new public ele-
ment, the potential to become a develop-
ment catalist seems evident.

By allowing public access to an area so 
close to the deactivated buildings, the ex-
pectation for the area’s full opening rises. 
Once users and consumers are already 
using the space, the motivation to occupy 
the buildings become higher, accelerating 
the full integration of the buildings to the 
existing environment. 

Along the north side of the square lays a 
very prominent axis, that stretches as one 
single line running through the factory 
buildings and aligning facades all the way 
to the Lielahti mansion. It is a major feature 
which connects the mansion’s millieu and 
the industrial complex. 

When it comes to its first intended functi-
ton, the information about the area’s histo-
ry will be displayed in the square in two dif-
ferent ways: the first in a hologram totem, 
telling the area’s history prior to the factory 
existence; the second in regular totems, 
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F2.21 Square | Site plan 1:2000
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F2.22 Square |  Axonometric view



STORAGE

LABORATORY

POWER PLANT

SAMPLES

Ele
ctr

ic 
ce

nte
r

KP
-St

ora
ge

Electric center

Storage

+4
.0m

+4
.0m

+2
.0m

+0
.0m

+0
.0m

+2
.0m

+2
.0m

+0
.0m

LUBRICATIONCENTER

OPEN AIR CINEMA

EXPO / TRAFFIC

HISTORY TOTEMS

HISTORY TOTEMS

wc wc

52
F2.23 Square | Floor plan 1:500
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standing by the previously mentioned axis. It is important to 
notice that, along this axis, many facades from different stag-
es of the factory development are still standing. This feature 
makes the history telling experience very tangible. 

Apart from the history telling, activities in the square are relat-
ed to the external wall of the surrounding buildings. That is, 
they take place without necessarily depending on the proper 
building’s usage condition. Examples are graffiti panel paint-
ing and open-air movie projections.

Since it is an open area, of course many other activities can 
be performed, such as tactical urbanism interventions, expo-
sitions, fairs, etc.

F2.24 Diagram with facade alignment axis F2.25 The factory alleys and aligned facades (Moilanen, 2011)

Facade alignment 
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F2.26 Square | View towards Lielahti Rusthal
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F2.27 Square | View towards the factory 
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PHASE 2

For the second phase, 5 years of interaction between the site and its direct environment will 
be taken under consideration. This relationship should express itself graphically in the layout 
of the spaces and its functions, in both ends. A new master plan for the whole area and its 
vicinity displaying the landuse distribution is part of this phase. Categorically, the functions 
are divided as residential, commercial, industrial, educational, leisure/sports and services. 
Specifically, the spaces are as displayed in the detailed master plan of figure 2.34.

Since in this amount of time all the facilities in the factory complex are expected to be up 
and running in full capacity, the area masterplan will display the functions perfomed by each 
building according to their own potential and unique background. The neighboring areas 
of the complex will present their new layout of functions, distributed according to the new 
dynamics of the area. 

Currently occupied by a massive amount of parking area and big retail centers, the first 
attempts on making Lielahti less car-oriented and more pedestrian and eco friendly will be 
displayed in this phase. The approach proposed also relies on the current trend in residen-
tial development. Since many high density housing projects have been built across the area, 
the idea is to use the available parking lots to install suspended urban farming units. The 
proposal would make it possible for residents to grow their own garden and would be the 
first step towards the development of a fully sustainable city district.  

In addition to the new map of uses, the network of connections is expected to be further de-
veloped. The light traffic connections should be flowing smoothly in and amongst the block, 
through the factory alleys and the new network. Special attention is given to the informative 
square, which will be the factory area development catalyst. By this point in time, the link be-
tween the historical road and its former connection (that is, Teivaalantie) will be completed. 
This reconnection is of paramount importance, not only because it represents the recovery 
of a historical connection that has existed since the areas first graphical registerings, but also 
because it links the site directly to Lielahtikeskus, the main reference to commercial- and 
service center of the whole Lielahti region.

The new tramline and its possible connections to other means of public transport shall be 
also displayed in this phase. An example of further development for public transport will be 
displayed as the ferry station connects to the tramline and bike road, composing a new F2.28 Diagramatic map with phase 2 interventions
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intermodal station. By joining many kinds of different transport, the 
range of alternatives to all residents and general users grows to a 
point that it becomes the logical choice for commuting. 

As the area continues to grow, so does the rehabilitation of the natu-
ral environment. The sediments laying on Näsijärvi lake bottom orig-
inated from the industrial activities in the site will continue to be the 
main prime matter for the manufacturing of pavement and minor ar-
chitectural interventions. Once the shore gets completely recovered, 
a new material shall be applied, preferably recycled.

F2.29 Map of development clusters

F2.30 Lake shore elements interaction

F2.31 Fluxes encouraged by the square
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F2.32 Phase 2 | Masterplan 1:10 000
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F2.33 Phase 2 |  Axonometric view
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F2.34 Phase 2 | Functions 1:10 000
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F2.35 Phase 2 |  New connections 1:10 000
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F2.36 Masterplan - Factory | 1:4 000
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FACTORY BUILDINGS AND MANSION

The idea behind the new proposed uses for the factory buildings  
take primarily into account the building’s usage background and 
its possible effect in the surrounding elements functions. Figure 
2.20 is a diagram showing the former uses of the remaining build-
ings and the time of their construction. However, new functions 
can also rise in order to achive the main objectives concerning the 
area’s integration to the surroundings.

The infosquare is expected to now be part of the whole complex, 
not anymore as a catalyst, but as a single reference element. Also, 
other buildings close to the complex have functions that gradually 
transform the space character from public and semi public (con-
centrated in the factory buildings) to private (in the areas closer to 
the transportation hub). The new plaza has a shared street where 
cars and people occupy the same space.
LEGEND 

1. Landscaped pathway above the inactive rail tracks

2. Factory promenade and square

3. Swim hall in the old water treatment department

4. Healthcare and phisiotherapy center

5. Residential multistorey buildings

6. Mixed used buildings, commercial units in the groundfloor 
and residential units in the upper floors

7. Office multistorey buildings

8. Suspended urban farming, temporary units
F2.37 Factory Buildings and Mansion  (Ideas Competition, 2016)
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3
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F2.38 Repurpose map - Factory | 1:2 000
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Like previously stated, the proposal for new uses attempts to 
relate with the former usage of the space. However, in order to 
keep a logic distribution of uses, this relationship is not always 
possible. 

The Lielahti mansion, previously main office to the factory, has 
a mixed use with coffee shops and co-working spaces. The 
guest apartments are developed as two hostels. In the former 
water treatment plant, the previous installations are adapted to 
be used as swimming pools. The southern part of the building 
provide enough space for the installation of locker rooms and 
showers. The electric workshop now is displayed as an office 
building. The power plant now houses a sports center and an 
organic vertical urban farm. 

The space between the new buildings and the south side of 
the factory complex is now a big square, much larger in scale 
then the informative square proposed in the first phase. It has, 
therefore, a different character.  As a big open space between 
high buildings, it is marked for its orientation and space connec-
tion feature. The historical road crosses the square in the mid-
dle, adopting in that parcel a shared use with pedestrians. Even 
though it is a road that allows car traffic, it has very light traffic. 

F2.39 Diagram of remaining buildings age/use

Cooking department // Community Center
  
Debarking plant // Shops

Steam power plant // Sports center/Gym

Workshop // Entrance hall, Performance school

Water tower // Offices

Drying deparment // Shops

Cooking department exp. // Community Center

Water treatment // Swim hall

Debarking plant expansion // Restaurants

Warehouse expansion // Event’s venue

Refining plant // Gastronomic Center

Spirits plant expansion // Museum

Lignin plant office/Laboratory // Offices

Warehouse // Movie theater

Power plant expansion // Indoor urban farming

Spirits plant expansion // Museum/exhibiton space

Spirits plant // Exhibition space

Power plant expansion // Sports center/Gym

Cooking department exp. // Community Center

Debarking plant expansion // Restaurants

Original function // New use2016
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F2.40 New buildings and plaza
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F2.41 Water treatment department  (Padilha Riekki, 2016) F2.42 Mass storage (Ideas Competition, 2016)
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LAKE SHORE AND FRONTLAND 

The whole lakefront is expected to be fully active in this phase. The 
connection between the Hiedanranta area and the Uittotunneli tun-
nel is represented as a pathway that allows during summer time dif-
ferent activities to be attached to its structure while floating on the 
lake. During winter it is also possible to place pavillions on top of the 
ice, making the spatial atmosphere as experimental as possible. The 
picnic area promotes the use of the pathway, even through times 
when there aren’t any attachments alongside allowing constantly dif-
ferent uses to the area provides the possibility to continuously test 
out what fits best to the current environment.  

The area between the pump station and the sauna has the infrastruc-
ture to be used as a sand beach. The remaining shore buildings that 
previously serviced the industrial complex (the water pump house 

F2.43 Masterplan - Lake shore | 1:4 000
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LEGEND 

1. Access to pathwalk by the lake from Uittotunneli area

2. Picnic place

3. Access to pathwalk by the lake from the sand bank

4. Multifunctional sports field and ice rink

5. Open air gym

6. Former water pump house, functions as coffee shop

7. Former gate keeper apartment, functions as water sports 
equipment rental and shop

and the gate keeper apartment) are functional with new activities, 
as indicated in the legend.

In the frontland area, the first developments start to be displayed 
according to the logic of the masterplan. Since the area is sup-
posed to work as a continuous park, it allows all-year-round activi-
ties. The beach sand bank is the focus through summer time, while 
the outdoor gym and the hockey field are used for many different 
activities. In the winter, the field becomes a skate rink and the focus 
point of the area, as the beach provides access to the lake for cross 
country skiing tracks.

F2.44 Lakefront seen from the floating tunnel (Padilha Riekki, 2016)
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F2.45 Picnic area - Lake shore | 1:500
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F2.46 Connections between floating elements and path

The activities and pavillions to be attached to the pathwalk will do so 
by connecting their structures to the side planks of the fixed path-
walk structure. When not in use, the planks are kept retracted and 
work as finishing element for the side of the path. When connecting 
a floating element, they work as a hinged boardwalk.

In order to reduce stress on the hinges, every floating element is ex-
pected to have its own anchorage. Using a combination of concrete  
block anchors and submerged cables is a very common solution 
(US Department of Transportation 2014) and the ideal system for 
the area in question, as it is not too deep and anchoring straight 
in the shoreline is not possible. Crossing the cables to the oppo-
site sides of the connection gives extra stability. Figures 2.44 show 
schematically how the pathway connections and the above men-
tioned anchorage work. 
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F2.47 Entrance to shore path
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F2.48 Beach seen from the sauna
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F2.49 Masterplan - Inland | 1:4 000
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INLAND AREA AND VICINITIES

In the inland areas, the first buildings start to be ready according to 
the logic of the masterplan. Private residential buildings concentrat-
ed mostly in the lower west corner of the site, closer to the public 
transport hub. Communal use buildings (school and daycare) in the 
area between private public places, mixed used and office buildings 
closer to the factory complex.

The former rail tracks receive landscape treatment and become a 
light traffic pathwalk, connecting the north side of the site to the main 
road on the south. A new street runs through the middle of the pre-
vious open air storage area, connecting the existing road network in 
Lielahti straight to the sauna and historical road. 

The commercial cluster of Lielahti starts to become more pedestrian 
and eco friendly, by the implementation of the temporary units of 
suspended urban farming above the many parking lots.

F2.50 Railtracks above Paasikiventie Road (Padilha Riekki, 2016)

LEGEND 

1. Landscaped path on the inactivate rail tracks

2. Public transport hub

3. Swimhall in former water treatment plant

4. Health care and physiotherapy center 

5. Multistorey apartment buildings

6. Mixed use multistorey buildings, commercial and office units

7. Office buildings
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F2.51 Park and light traffic paths - Inland | 1:1 000
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F2.52 Pathway park and new buildings
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The urban farming units are a temporary installation, composed 
mainly of paper tubes. The tubes with bigger diameter serve as 
planters, when a system of irrigation is installed inside them. The 
walking platform and main columns are also composed by pa-
per tubes, connected by metallic cords. The structure itself is sup-
posed to be high just enough to provide clearance for a regular car 
hood, that is, approximately 1200mm.  The access to the planters is 
achieved either by ramp or stairs. 

In Lielahti there are wide parking lots, making the area uninviting 
for pedestrians in general. With the installation of these structures, 
the place becomes more pedestrian friendly, without necessarily 
harming its current activity as a parking lot, as the idea is to occupy 
the area directly above it. 

F2.53 Sketches of suspended urban farming unit
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F2.54 Park-in-lots urban farming units in Lielahti
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PHASE 3

For the third and last phase of this proposal, as previously stated, vizualizations show what 
the expectations for the future of the area are. The mass study represents how the densifica-
tion of the whole region can occupy the space and influence its surroundings. The tempo-
rary implementations of the previous phases now show if they have transformed the space 
as expected and if they have adapted to the evolution of their environment. 

In order to avoid massive land infills in the Näsijärvi lake, the building template will be signif-
icantly higher than the most common in the region. Also the existing buildings are expected 
to recive additions to their roofs, following the tendency studied for the city center.

In terms of identity of place, the distribution displayed in phase 2 will be more evident. Pri-
vate areas will be occupying most of the west side of the projet area, and the space charac-
ter is expected to gradually shift from private to public towards the lakeshore.

The connections of the area as a whole are not only expected to be more complex, they 
are to express how the site is fully integrated with the previous traffic network. It’s important 
to note that the main goal of the development of the traffic network is to prioritize public 
and sustainable transport as the main commuting systems. That means that instead of more 
roads, it is more likely that more transport options are diplayed. For example the Uittotunneli 
floating tunnel that connects both Näsijärvi and Pyhäjärvi lakes is now part of the light traffic 
system, connecting directly inhabitants of the other side of the esker to the project area.

F2.55 Diagramatic map with phase 3 interventions
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PHASE 2
housing: 169 926,01 sqm
jobs: 17 062,93 sqm

PHASE 3
housing: 247 269,51 sqm
jobs: 45 029,57 sqm

Project grand totals:
housing 417 195,52 sqm
jobs 62 092, 5 sqm

F2.56 Hiedanraitti sign and the factory (Padilha Riekki, 2016)
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F2.57 Phase 3 | Masterplan 1:10 000



83
F2.58 Phase 3 | Axonometric view 
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F2.59 Phase 3 | Masterplan 1:10 000
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F2.60 Phase 3 |  New connections 1:10 000



F2.61 Phase 3 | Aerial perspective towards southeast
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F2.62 Phase 3 | Aerial perspective towards northwest
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F2.63 Phase 3 | Perspective from pathway towards the site
89
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CONCLUSIONS

Being divided in phases, this work has represented how small interventions and keeping the 
experimental character  throughout the integration period can be beneficial to an area’s de-
velopment. It allows the place’s own character to flourish naturally and an easy integration to 
take place without the need of massive investment under big risks. The historical buildings 
also have the chance to interact with the new place in a more inviting atmosphere, having 
their continuity consolidated to the new reality more naturally. 

Small, simple interactions summarize the space development strategy,  where the participa-
tion of the community is of critical importance to the whole process. Their feedback is the 
main tool to define the ideal usage of the space.  

Generally, the application of experimental interventions as catalysts in the first phase were 
key to the presented development. When such proposals are put to practice in the earlier 
stages, the familiarity of the community with its intent increases, making the application of 
these strategies in further phases more simple and logical.

The experimental aspect continued through the second phase. The way the shoreline is 
occupied also displays an alternative of non extensive and yet attractive intervention. By 
allowing many different uses to the shore, there’s always something new coming up, making 
the place continuously lively. Also, the economical character of a non extensive interven-
tion proves to be more attractive, as no complex structures need to be placed on the lake 
bottom. The environmental aspect also profits, as the impact of non invasive installations is 
minor compared to extensive structures. In inland areas, the urban farming units flexibility 
allows them to work as a tool for a full area evaluation and thus, identify places with a higher 
chance to be settled in a long term.

When it comes to the area’s occupation, this work shows that by increasing the densification 
of the area, with building footprint significantly higher then the existing, the area’s usage 
does not get compromised. Along with the high building blocks, a network of light traffic 
paths grows intertwined with old and new areas, integrating the place. And with a big variety 
of public transport being displayed and prioritised over the passenger car option, it is clear 
that the area will flow naturally.

Another point that profited from the densification was the absence of need to create more 



91

land infill into the lake. In a time when sustainable solutions implicate not only the environ-
mental matter, but also the economical and social, any alternative to an agressive interven-
tion, without a big carbon footprint,  is more desirable. Also, the regenerative aspect of 
the proposal, repurposing the historical ‘flour’ on the bottom of the lake to both make the 
waterfront proper for swimming and to recover the areas environmental state fits with a con-
temporary solution.

This work applies a variety of interventions that, once in the targeted time frame (2017-
2027), can have their response from the users and their efficiency evaluated. Also, the range 
of possibilities of response to such interventions could provide enough data to studies con-
cearning experimental architecture in historical sites. In any case, the use of catalyst ele-
ments in architecture seems the be most adaptable intervention an area could become. Its 
integration (or not) to the community in which it is applied opens a very rich research topic.
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PART 1

1.1 Aerial view of the cellulose factory with Lielahti region in the background. (1969) Vapriiki photo archives
1.2 Panorama of the Nottbeck mansion and courtyard with greenhouse in the foreground. (1930-39) Photo: 
Kalle Kurki. Vapriiki photo archives
1.3 View of the cellulose factory with floating logs. (1955) Photo: Reino Branthin. Vapriiki photo archives 
1.4 View of the Niemi mansion’s cowshed and yard. (1962) Photo: Reino Branthin. Vapriiki photo archives
1.5 Map of Lielahti Region. (1780) Tampere City archives
1.6 Map of Lielahti Region. (1847) Tampere City archives
1.7 Map of Lielahti Region. (1910) Tampere City archives
1.8 Map of Lielahti Region. (1930) Tampere City archives
1.9 Map of the site occupation in 1768  in 1:10 000. Drawing analysis by Juliana Padilha Riekki, based on map 
obtained from Tampere City archives
1.10 Map of the site occupation in 1910 in 1:10 000. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, data based on maps 
from “Lielahty Selvitys”
1.11 Map of the site occupation in 1930 in 1:10 000. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, data based on maps 
from “Lielahty Selvitys”
1.12 Orthophotograph of Lielahti region in 1956. https://kartat.tampere.fi/oskari (accessed in 29/07/2016)
1.13 Orthophotograph of Lielahti region in 1974. https://kartat.tampere.fi/oskari (accessed in 29/07/2016)
1.14 Orthophotograph of Lielahti region in 1995. https://kartat.tampere.fi/oskari (accessed in 29/07/2016)
1.15 Orthophotograph of Lielahti region in 2015. https://kartat.tampere.fi/oskari (accessed in 29/07/2016)
1.16 Map of the site occupation in 1960 in 1:10 000. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, data based on maps 
from “Lielahty Selvitys”
1.17 Map of the site occupation in 1980 in 1:10 000. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, data based on maps 
from “Lielahty Selvitys”
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1.18 Map of the site occupation in 2016 in 1:10 000. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, data based on map 
obtained from Tampere City Planning Department
1.19 Oblique orthophotograph from the site with highlighted volumetry.  Drawing analysis by Juliana Padilha 
Riekki, orthophotograph by Google Maps, changes=color masking (accessed in 4/08/2016)
1.20 View of Lileahti mansion west facade from Maria Lydia polku path. (2016) photo: Juliana Padilha Riekki. 
Personal collection
1.21 View of the concrete columns and the pier. (2016) Photographs from the Hiedanranta district of Tampere 
international ideas competition. Tampere City Planning Department
1.22 View of the Nottbeck Chapel with graveyard on the left. (2016) Photographs from the Hiedanranta district 
of Tampere international ideas competition. Tampere City Planning Department
1.23 View of the water tower from the west. (2016) Photographs from the Hiedanranta district of Tampere in-
ternational ideas competition. Tampere City Planning Department
1.24 Map of the land use around the site in 2016 in 1:10 000. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, data based on 
Finland map service. Available at: http://www.paikkatietoikkuna.fi [accessed in 20/07/2016) 
1.25 View of Lielahti keskus shopping center. (2016) photo: Juliana Padilha Riekki. Personal collection
1.26 View of Niemenranta daycare with apartment houses on the left. (2016) photo: Juliana Padilha Riekki. 
Personal collection
1.27 Niemenranta housing development with playground in the foreground. (2016) photo: Juliana Padilha 
Riekki. Personal collection
1.28 View of Pyroll packaging factory. (2016) photo: Juliana Padilha Riekki. Personal collection
1.29 Traffic analysis of the site’s region in 1:10 000. Drwaing by Juliana padilha Riekki, data based on Finland 
map service. Available at: http://www.paikkatietoikkuna.fi [Accessed in 20/07/2016]
1.30 View of Paasikiventie road towards west with Lielahti on the right. (2016) photo: Juliana Padilha Riekki. 
Personal collection
1.31 View of Hiedanraitti street entrance from Paasikiventie road.  (2016) photo: Juliana Padilha Riekki. Personal 
collection
1.32 View of Lielahdenkatu street towards south. (2016) photo: Juliana Padilha Riekki. Personal collection
1.33 View of Tehdaskartanokatu street from Lielahdenkatu. (2016) photo: Juliana Padilha Riekki. Personal col-
lection
1.34 Map of the natural environment around the site in 2016 in 1:10 000. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, 
data based on “Lielahden tehdasalueesta Hiedanrannan uusi kaupunginosa”.
1.35 View of the path from the outbuildings yard to the land infill shore. (2016) photo: Juliana Padilha Riekki. 
Personal collection
1.36 View of the site from its southeast corner with the factory on the right. (2016) photo: Juliana Padilha Riekki. 
Personal collection
1.37 View of Lielahti Mansion’s park with the mansion on the right. (2016) photo: Juliana Padilha Riekki. Per-
sonal collection
1.38 Hiedanranta beach and Tampere city center in the background. (2016) photo: Juliana Padilha Riekki. Per-
sonal collection

PART 2

2.1 Diagram of project time framed phasing. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, existing context data based on 
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a map obtained from Tampere City Planning Department
2.2 Diagram of user and place character zoning. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, existing context data based 
on a map obtained from Tampere City Planning Department; Cut out human figures. (2015) Tamark mitta-
kaavaihmiset http://www.tamark.fi/mittakaavaihmiset (accessed in 20/07/2016) and (2014)  Teodor Javanaud 
Emden. Skalgubbar cut out people http://www.skalgubbar.se (accessed in 20/7/2016) 
2.3 Diagram of interventions according to phase 1. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, existing context data 
based on a map obtained from Tampere City Planning Department;
2.4 Hand drawn sketches of phase one elements. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki
2.5 Masterplan of phase 1 in 1:10 000. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, data of existing environment based 
on map obtained from Tampere City Planning Department.
2.6 Axonometric perspective of site on phase 1. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki.
2.7 Public sauna site plan in 1:1250. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki.
2.8 Perspective of sauna on phase 1. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki.
2.9 Public sauna floor plan in 1:250. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki.
2.10 Hand drawn sketches of sauna structure elements. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki
2.11 View of the pier from the shore with city center in the background. (2016) photo: Juliana Padilha Riekki. 
Personal collection
2.12 Interior perspective of sauna on phase 1. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki.
2.13 Perspective of sauna seen from the shore. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki. photo: Juliana Padilha Riekki. 
Personal collection
2.14 Ferry station site plan in 1:1250. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki.
2.15 Perspective of ferry station on phase 1. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki.
2.16 Ferry station floor plan in 1:250. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki.
2.17 Hand drawn sketches of ferry station structure elements. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki
2.18 View of the pier seen from the floating tunnel. Available at: http://www.curiousfeet.com/2015/07/pie-
nen-budjetin-tampere.html (accessed in 20/7/2016)
2.19 Perspective of the ferry station seen from the floating tunnel. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, existing 
context data based on a map obtained from Tampere City Planning Department; Cut out human figures.  (2014)  
Teodor Javanaud Emden. Skalgubbar cut out people http://www.skalgubbar.se (accessed in 20/7/2016)
2.20 Perspective of ferry station entrance at night. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, existing context data 
based on a map obtained from Tampere City Planning Department; Cut out human figures. (2015) Tamark 
mittakaavaihmiset http://www.tamark.fi/mittakaavaihmiset (accessed in 20/07/2016) and (2014)  Teodor Java-
naud Emden. Skalgubbar cut out people http://www.skalgubbar.se (accessed in 20/7/2016)
2.21 Informative square site plan in 1:2000. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki.
2.22 Axonometric perspective of the square on phase 1. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki.
2.23 Informative square floor plan in 1:500. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, existing environment floorplan 
based on floorplans from “Lielahti Selvitys”.
2.24 Diagram with alignment of facades. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, existing environment based on 
“Lielahti Selvitys”.
2.25 The factory alleys seen from above and the alignment of facades. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, pho-
to: Teppo Moilanen
2.26 Perspective of Lielahti Rusthal seen from informative square. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki. Cut 
out human figures. (2015) Tamark mittakaavaihmiset http://www.tamark.fi/mittakaavaihmiset (accessed in 
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20/07/2016) 
2.27 Perspective of informative square at night. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki. Cut out human figures. (2014)  
Teodor Javanaud Emden. Skalgubbar cut out people http://www.skalgubbar.se (accessed in 20/7/2016)
2.28 Diagram of interventions according to phase 2. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, existing context data 
based on a map obtained from Tampere City Planning Department;
2.29 Map showing the development clusters explored. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, existing context data 
based on a map obtained from Tampere City Planning Department;
2.30 Diagramatic map showing the interaction between lakefront elements. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, 
existing context data based on a map obtained from Tampere City Planning Department;
2.31 Diagram with connections encouraged by the square. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, existing environ-
ment based on “Lielahti Selvitys”.
2.32 Masterplan of phase 2 in 1:10 000. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, data of existing environment based 
on map obtained from Tampere City Planning Department.
2.33 Axonometric perspective of site on phase 2. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki.
2.34 Masterplan of phase 2 in 1:10 000 according to land use. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, data of exist-
ing environment based on map obtained from Tampere City Planning Department.
2.35 Masterplan of phase 2 in 1:10 000 with new traffic connections. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, data of 
existing environment based on map obtained from Tampere City Planning Department.
2.36 Masterplan of factory area in 1:4000. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, data of existing environment 
based on map obtained from Tampere City Planning Department.
2.37 Aerial view of the factory buildings and mansion. (2016) Photographs from the Hiedanranta district of 
Tampere international ideas competition. Tampere City Planning Department.
2.38 Repurpose map of the factory buildings in 1:2000. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, existing environ-
ment based on “Lielahti Selvitys”.
2.39 Diagram of remaining buildings with time of construction, old function and new proposed use. Drawing 
by Juliana Padilha Riekki
2.40 Perspective of new plaza with old and new buildings. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, existing context 
data based on a map obtained from Tampere City Planning Department; Cut out human figures. (2015) Tamark 
mittakaavaihmiset http://www.tamark.fi/mittakaavaihmiset (accessed in 20/07/2016) and (2014)  Teodor Java-
naud Emden. Skalgubbar cut out people http://www.skalgubbar.se (accessed in 20/7/2016)
2.41 Water treatment department before and after as swimhall. photo:Juliana Padilha Riekki. Personal collec-
tion
2.42 Mass storage before and after as a pathway and community center. photo:Juliana Padilha Riekki. Personal 
collection
2.43 Masterplan of lake shore in 1:4000. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, data of existing environment based 
on map obtained from Tampere City Planning Department.
2.44 Lakefront seen from the floating tunnel. photo:Juliana Padilha Riekki. Personal collection
2.45 Floorplan of picnic area at the lake shore in 1:500. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, 
2.46 Hand drawn sketches of lakefront pathway structure elements. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki
2.47 Perspective of lakefront pathway seen from floating tunnel. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki. Photo: Ju-
liana Padilha Riekki. Personal colection. Photo montage elements from OS31. 
2.48 Beach seen from the sauna. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki. photo:Juliana Padilha Riekki. Personal 
collection
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2.49 Masterplan of inland in 1:4000. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, data of existing environment based on 
map obtained from Tampere City Planning Department.
2.50 Inactive rail tracks above Paasikiventie road. photo:Juliana Padilha Riekki. Personal collection
2.51 Map of pathway park and light traffic paths. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, data of existing environ-
ment based on map obtained from Tampere City Planning Department.
2.52 Perspective of pathway park and buildings with current environment. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki. 
photo:Juliana Padilha Riekki. Personal collection
2.53 Hand drawn sketches of suspended urban farming elements. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki
2.54 Aerial perspective of Lielahti with urban farming units. Drawing by Juliana Riekki. Aerial view: Google 
maps
2.55 Diagram of interventions according to phase 3. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, existing context data 
based on a map obtained from Tampere City Planning Department;
2.56 Hiedanraitti path sign with the site on the background. photo: Juliana Padilha Riekki. Personal collection
2.57 Masterplan of phase 3 in 1:10 000 according to land use. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, data of exist-
ing environment based on map obtained from Tampere City Planning Department.
2.58 Axonometric perspective of site on phase 3. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki.
2.59 Masterplan of phase 3 in 1:10 000 according to land use. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, data of exist-
ing environment based on map obtained from Tampere City Planning Department.
2.60 Masterplan of phase 3 in 1:10 000 with new traffic connections. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, data of 
existing environment based on map obtained from Tampere City Planning Department.
2.61 Aerial perspective of the site towards southeast with the city center in the background. Drawing by Juliana 
Padilha Riekki, data of existing environment based on map obtained from Tampere City Planning Department.
Background elements: google maps.
2.62 Aerial perspective of the site towards northwest with the city environment in the background. Drawing 
by Juliana Padilha Riekki, data of existing environment based on map obtained from Tampere City Planning 
Department. Background elements: google maps.
2.63 Perspective of the site seen from the lakefront pathway. Drawing by Juliana Padilha Riekki, data of existing 
environment based on map obtained from Tampere City Planning Department. Cut out human figures. (2015) 
Tamark mittakaavaihmiset http://www.tamark.fi/mittakaavaihmiset (accessed in 20/07/2016) and (2014)  Teo-
dor Javanaud Emden. Skalgubbar cut out people http://www.skalgubbar.se (accessed in 20/7/2016)
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INTRODUCTION

This thesis work focuses on the rehabilitation of a deactivated factory site and its further integration 
to the local environment and city scape.  The approach taken into the development of the proposal 
is time-based. In order to follow the application of this methodology, it is important to bring forth 
the site’s history. The way it is contextualized in a city scale also interposes with many decisions of 
the final proposal.

The site is located in Tampere, Finland. Set between the lakes Näsijärvi and Pyhäjärvi, Tampere is 
the biggest inland city in the nordic countries. Currently with a population of roughly 225 000, it is 
expected to grow up to approximately 277 000 inhabitants by 2040 (Kontukoski 2016, p. 7). Tam-
pere has a strong industrial background, which has influenced directly the local architecture. The 
traditional red brick industrial buildings are all over the city, with some samples also being found in 
the study area of this work. 

Situated in Lielahti, one of the three commercial centers of Tampere region, the site is only five kilo-
meters from the city center and lays by the shore of lake Näsijärvi. On the south side, it is bordered 
by the main road that leads to the west coast, which makes it particularly strategic for a new city  
development.

After the city acquired the pulp mill site in 2014, many efforts have been put to develop the region 
into a new and vibrant part of the city.  Not only a participatory process has integrated the local com-
munity in the planning process, also many workshops have been held in the Lielahti mansion. The 
school of architecture in Tampere University of Technology has also  had one of its courses focusing 
in the area and an ideas competition has been launched. 

It is important to acknowledge that, altough a big share of this thesis comprises the rehabilitation of 
the remaining buildings and their surroundings, the urban development proposal has also a crucial 
role for the area as a whole. The ideas presented are expected to be a starting point to the growth of 
a sustainable neighborhood. In this spectrum, the project methodology follows a bottom-up logic, 
in which small interventions are to represent development catalysts. This is intended to provide the 
area with the freedom to develop its own potentialities without following a previous agenda.

Näsijärvi

Pyhäjärvi

Project area

N
F1.20| Lielahti Mansion

(Padilha Riekki, 2016)

F1.21| Concrete columns in the pier 
(Ideas Competition, 2016)

F1.22| Nottbeck Chapel
(Ideas Competition, 2016)

F1.23| Water tower
(Ideas Competition, 2016)
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HISTORY AND HERITAGE
The first records on the Lielahti district date back to 
1540, when the area was mostly occupied by many 
small agricultural farms. Through time, these farms 
have merged and become some of the neighbor-
ing districts of Lielahti (i.e. Niemi, Pohtola, and Ryy-
dynpohja). In 1682 the combined farms in Lielahti 
formed the “Lielahti Rusthåll”. Ownership of the es-
tate remained for a long time with the Tollet family, 
until in 1847 when Klas Alfred Stjernvall acquired 
the property. Finally, in 1869 the Nottbeck family as-
sumed the ownership and initiated the transition of 
the area’s character from agricultural to industrial. 
Most of the remaining buildings from the early years 
were comissioned by the Nottbecks.

Throughout the time when the Nottbecks owned 
the estate, many key changes occured in the area. 
In 1880, on the north side of the site was estab-
lished the Niemi sawmill, marking the beginning of 
industrial activities in the region. In 1885 the Nott-
beck graveyard was founded and in 1892 the railway 
track connecting the farm to the Lielahti Station was 
built. Residential developments started to grow in 
the Pohtola - Siivikala area in 1890.  The old wooden 
Lielahti Rusthåll manor was demolished and by 1893 
a new brick mansion was constructed. In the area be-
tween the old and the new mansion many outbuild-
ings were also constructed, such as a cowshed, sta-
bles and a barn. Shortly after the turn of the century, 
the property was sold to K.J. Dahlstrom, and by 1913 
it belonged to Ab J. W. Enqvist Oy, who initiated the 
industrial activities in the site

The construction of the pulp mill started in 1913 and 
it integrated the existing buildings to the needs of 
the new factory. Manufacturing related spaces were 
placed in the outbuildings and administrative activ-
ities took place in the mansion area. New buildings 
were constructed according to the plans of architect 
Birger Federley. In 1916 the Niemi sawmill was pur-
chased by Enqvist and during the 1920s a big ex-
pansion program took place. Housing  development 
grew in the neighboring areas following Federley’s 
plans. However, due to general economic recession 
at the turn of the decade, the company got acquired 
by Ste Beghin in 1930. The Possijärvi lake, that had 
started to dry around 1916, transferred loads of fine 
sand to the southern part of the site’s lake shore until 
it dried out completely in 1920.

In 1987 G. A. Serlachius Oy, who then owned the fac-
tory, merged with Metsäliitto Industrial Company Ltd, 
which would later become the M-Real Corporation. 
Some production lines were discountinued in 1985, 
due to unprofitability. However, the buildings were 
still renovated for receiving new forms of production. 
Also completely new facilities were built, the newest 
one in the factory area dating from 2001. In 2008, 
all industrial activities were discontinued (Schulman 
et al. 2011) and in 2014 the property got acquired 
by the city, with plans to gradually open the area for 
public use. With a significant retail cluster, Lielahti 
continued developing into a district center. Housing 
developments continued to be implemented, the 
closest one being “Niemenranta”, on the north side 
of the site.
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SITUATION ANALYSIS AND PROJECT APPROACH

The Lielahti Mansion and its park are currently open to the general public. The factory area remains closed due to the safety issues, however the facilities in better condi-
tions have sporadically been used as events venue. The area can be reached mostly by light traffic, through two main access points: one from Paasikiventie through the 
historical road; and one from Lielahdenkatu, through Tehdaskartanonkatu. There’s also a secondary access through “Niemeranta”. In its direct vicinity, the predominant 
landuse is commercial to the west and residential to the north.  

The design will be presented in three phases: the first, with the interventions to be implemented within a years time; the second with the developments to be concluded 
within five years; and the last phase being the envisioning of the area after ten years. The time frame supports the definition of the intervention area and level of detail. As 
the time spam increases, the project display will variate accordingly. The location of the proposed interventions per phase are mapped out in Figure 2.1.

The main goal of this division is to represent how the integration of this new area can be gradually implemented into the city scape. With simple and adaptive interventions, 
a holistic approach and inclusive development can turn a previously secluded space into a vibrant new urban area. In order to understand how all these phases and inter-
ventions are supposed to influence in the area’s development, its important to uderstand which are the group targets and under which logic the zoning has been drawn. 
In figure 2.2 user groups are defined and categorized. Also place character is displayed and referenced to the user group target.
  
In the first phase, the project’s aim is to activate the visual and physical connection of the area with its direct environment. Another goal is to represent this moment of 
transition (from private to public space) in a meaningful way; not only to the site but to the community as a whole.  Since the interventions to be executed within one year 
are represented in this phase, it is safe to say that they will interact with the site in its present condition. Also, due to the amount of time available, these structures are not 
to be too complex. Small interventions, with simple character, that are flexible and adaptable to their environment. These features combined enable the development of 
more detailed drawings,  present only in this phase. They also allow the a more direct participation of the community in the execution of new architectural elements. This 
way, the sense of relationship with the space starts to flourish, as does the place’s character.  The projects composing the first phase are a public sauna, a ferry station and 
an informative square. Also the pathwalks and general pedestrian connectios are to be improved. 

In the next phase, the design will cover a wider area and will have a more schemactic  character. Within 5 years, the remaining industrial facilities are expected to be fully 
integrated with the surrounding functions and connections. Also the direct vicinity of the site is expected to present a certain level of adaptation to the presence of the new 
area and its infrastructure. 

Since the range of the designs in this phase is bigger, they mostly present more urban and landscape design considerations, as opposed to the projects in the first phase. 
Comprising the second phase, there are the schematic masterplans for the factory area and for the regions on the north and west borders of the site, a land use proposal, 
and further development  of the interventions proposed in the first phase.  Also completely new facilities are to be proposed, such as the new tram stations and tram ways.

Finally, in the third and last phase, all the interventions proposed throughout the study come together and form what is the expected envisioning of the new city place. In 
order to have a volumetrical idea of what will be the place occupancy, a schematic mass study will be represented in the visualizations. Along with the more developed 
elements, the areas potencialities will be highlighted. It is important to remark that in 10 years, the effects of the interventions reach a very broad area. For that reason, the 
level of detail in this phase is decidedly schematic. The visualisations of this phase are mostly external. 
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PHASE 1

 As previously stated, the first goal is to activate the visual and physical connec-
tion of the area with its direct environment. The approach taken under the connection 
issue was to reactivate the historical roads and their connection to the existing 
traffic system, in order to have a natural and fluid network. Once the access to the re-
gion gets simplified, the various functions around the area affect and get affected by 
the new developments more directly. This allows the resilience of the area to be tested 
and a more balanced growth to take place.

 Beside the estimated site where the old wooden Lielahti mansion was located, an 
informational square will be placed. Since it is the place where local history first 
started, it is also the natural site to display the history for the residents of the region 
and visitors. It will be the primary landscape project aimed directly at the user experi-
ence and the connection with the local history. The square will be then directly beside 
and surrounded by the factory buildings, on the west side of the complex.

 In order to introduce a new architectural landmark, both location and function 
were defined as to create an iconic element. The site chosen was the pier, since it 
projects itself onto Näsijärvi lake and therefore, allows a wide range of possibilities 
regarding form and material. It is also the very first element to be remarked from the 
area, once coming from Tampere city center. The function established, a public sau-
na, will take advantage of the proximity to the lake. Since it has an iconic presence in 
Finnish culture, users will be able to easily relate to the new facility.

 The second architectural element proposed in the first phase is a ferry termi-
nal, directly beside the Uitotunneli tunnel, that connects Näsijärvi and Pyhäjärvi lakes. 
The location has also a historical background, as the tunnel was built in the 1960’s to 
move logs from one lake to another. It was, however, never used for this purpose. The 
implementation of other means of public transport also supports the future architec-
tural proposals. For the purpose of this thesis, only this terminal will be developed, 
as an example of what could be one application of the design parti to this function. 
However, other connecting ports could be the old Lielahti mansion pier (located on 
the tip of what once was the Lielahti mansion peninsula) or just about any other port 
on Näsijärvi lake.

The main material in both structure and finishings will be paper tubes. The choice for 
this material came from the fact that not only it is cheap, it is also very simple to as-
semble. This allows the community to take part in the execution process, which was 
also one of the goals for this design approach. In addtion, it is possible to relate it to 
the area previous history with paper manufacturing. In many ways (economical, social, 
time management) this material is significantly sustainable. 
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PUBLIC SAUNA

Since the site was officially opened in June 2016, it has been constantly under use by the local community. Residents 
from all over Lielahti region pass by the old pier while jogging or riding bikes. The joint effort to build the public sauna 
would be the solidification of this relationship with the new city space.

There aren’t public saunas that are connected directly to the lake in the neighborhood. Having the chance to ice swim-
ming this close from home would surely attract more users to the site, democratising the usage of the shore. 

The use of cardboard not only allows the community into the execution process, it also conforms to the fact that this is 
a temporary intervention, supposed to be tested out and be either accepted or not by the local users. The temporarity 
feature should be in accordance with the project premise of developing itself along with its environment, fitting in (or 
not) to the new surroundings.

FERRY STATION

The idea of combining multiple means of public transport (i. e. ferrys, bike, tram and bus) comes from the goal of reduc-
ing the need of passanger cars in the area to as little as possible. By introducing a new kind of transport, the potencial 
of becoming an intermodal station increases in the area. Once many different options of transport are provided, the 
logical choice for commuting is just about any public transport or bicycle. 

Another goal is to instigate the connection with the Hiedanranta area through the shoreline. Currently there are no light 
traffic roads between this site and Hiedanranta. The new option through the shoreline would make this contact lively 
and pleasant. The physical connection between the two architectural elements would be natural and expected.

This particular architectural element is not only temporary due to its premiss. Since Näsijärvi freezes over during winter, 
it has only a seasonal use. So through that time, the platform should be deassembled and the floating platforms and 
pontoons removed from the lake. 

INFORMATIVE SQUARE

The choice for this particular location for the square initally came from the fact that this is the place where the first reg-
istered architectural elements of the area once stood. It makes sense that a place that is supposed to provide informa-
tion about the area’s history is situated in this location.  However, once placing a new public element, the potential to 
become a development catalist seems evident.

By allowing public access to an area so close to the deactivated buildings, the expectation for the area’s full opening 
rises. Once users and consumers are already using the space, the motivation to occupy the buildings become higher, 
accelerating the full integration of the buildings to existing environment.

Along the north side of the square lays a very prominent axis, that stretches as one single line running through the fac-
tory buildings and aligning facades all the way to the Lielahti mansion. It is a major feature to connect the mansion’s 
millieu and the industrial complex.  

Ferry Station entrance

Sauna from the beach

Movie night at the info square
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PHASE 2

 For the second phase, 5 years of interaction between the site and its direct en-
vironment will be taken under consideration. This relationship should express itself 
graphically in the layout of the spaces and its functions, in both ends. A new master 
plan for the whole area and its vicinities displaying the landuse distribution is part of 
this phase. Categorically, the functions are divided as residential, commercial, industri-
al, educational, leisure/sports and services. 

 Since in this amount of time all the facilities in the factory complex are expected 
to be up and running in full capacity, the area masterplan will display the functions per-
fomed by each building according to their own potentialities and unique background. 
The neighboring areas of the complex will present their new layout of functions, dis-
tributed according to the new dynamics of the area. 

Currently occupied by a massive amount of parking area and big retail centers, the 
first attempts on making Lielahti less car-oriented and more pedestrian and eco friend-
ly will be displayed in this phase. The approach proposed also relays on the current 
tendency in residential development. Since many high density housing projects have 
been built across the area, the idea is to use the available parking lots to install sus-
pended urban farming units. The proposal would make it possible for residents to 
grow their own garden and would be the first step towards the development of a fully 
sustainable city district.  

By this point in time, the link between the historical road and its former connection 
(that is, Teivaalantie) will be completed. This reconnection is of paramount importance, 
not only because it represents the recovery of a historical connection that has existed 
since the areas first graphical registerings, but also because it links the site directly 
to Lielahtikeskus, the main reference to commercial- and service center of the whole 
Lielahti region.

The new tramline and its possible connections to other means of public transport shall 
be also displayed in this phase. An example of further development for public trans-
port will be displayed as the ferry station connects to the tramline and bikeroad, com-
posing a new intermodal station. By joining many kinds of different transport, the range 
of alternatives to all residents and general users grows to a point that it becomes the 
logical choice for commuting. 

As the area continues to grow, so does the rehabilitation of the natural environment. 
The sediments laying on Näsijärvi lake bottom originated from the industrial activities 
in the site will continue to be the main prime matter for the manufacturing of pave-
ment and minor architectural interventions. Once the shore gets completely recov-
ered, a new material shall be applied, preferably recycled.



NÄSIJÄRVI LAKE

 

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS
1. Initial housing developments
2. Kartano hostel

EDUCATION
1. Primary school
2. Daycare center

SPORTS AND RECREATION
1. Multi functional sports field
2. Open air gym
3. Swim hall
4. Rollerskate park
5. Playground
6. Skate park
7. Polivalent courts
8. Beach area

SERVICES
1. Lakeshore path with multiple
      temporary ports
2. Picnic area
3. Public sauna (phase 1)
4. Healthcare center
5. Community cultural center
6. Suspended urban farming units
7. Tram stop

MIXED USE
1. Offices and commercial units
      in the groundlevel
2. Co-working spaces and
     restaurants in the groundlevel
3. Residential with commercial 
     units in the groundlevel

COMMERCIAL
1. Kiosk
2. Shops alley

RESTAURANT
1. Cafe by the lake
2. Restaurant alley
3. Bar

OFFICES
1. Office multistorey buildings

 

New light traffic connection
over the deactivated rail track

Cultural and commercial activities
spread through the factory complex

Public transport hub atracts densification
 to the southern areas of the site

Possible densification of 
the area’s direct environment
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RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS
1. Kartano hostel
2. Kartano studio flats

EDUCATION AND CULTURE
1. Tehdas museum
2. Performance school
3. Event’s venue
4. Movie theater

SPORTS AND RECREATION
1. Sports center
2. Swim hall

SERVICES
1. Indoor vertical urban farming
2. Community center

MIXED USE
1. Co-working spaces and
     restaurants in the groundlevel

COMMERCIAL
1. Shops main indoor hall
2. Small market
3. Alley shops

RESTAURANT
1. Bars
2. Restaurants
3. Gastronomic center

OFFICES
1. Water tower central office
2. Office building
3. Offices and sauna

3

Old cowshed projection

INLAND AND 
VICINITIES

FACTORY BUILDINGS 
AND MANSION

LAKE SHORE AND 
FRONTLAND
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Partial reactivation of historical road passing by the 
new square integrates the area with existing network 
and promotes the use of the factory site.

visual connection
== attraction ==

NIEMENRANTA AREA

LIELAHTI COMMERCIAL CLUSTER

 Commercial
 Industrial
 Services

 Restaurants
 Sports
 Religious
 Deactivated

 Picture angle
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 2. 
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FACTORY BUILDINGS AND MANSION

The idea behind the new proposed uses for the fac-
tory buildings  take primarily into account the build-
ing’s usage background and its possible effect in 
the surrounding elements functions. Figure 2.20 is a 
diagram showing the former uses of the remaining 
buildings and the time of their construction. Howev-
er, new functions can also rise in order to achive the 
main objectives concearning the area’s integration 
to the surroundings.

LAKE SHORE AND FRONTLAND 

The whole lake front is expected to be fully active in 
this phase. The connection between the Hiedanran-
ta area and the Uittotunneli tunnel is represented as 
a pathwalk that allows during summer time different 
activities to be attached to its structure while float-
ing on the lake. During winter it is also possible to 
place pavillions on top of the ice, making the spatial 
atmosphere as experimental as possible. The picnic 
area promotes the use of the pathwalk, also through 
times when there aren’t any attachments along Al-
lowing constantly different uses to the area provides 
the possibility to continuously test out what fits best 
to the current environment.  

INLAND AREA AND VICINITIES

In the inland areas, the first buildings start to be 
ready according to the logic of the masterplan. Pri-
vate residentials buildings concentrated mostly in 
the lower west corner of the site, closer to the public 
transport hub. Communal use buildings (school and 
daycare) in the area between private public places, 
mixed used and office buildings closer to the factory 
complex.

Cooking department // Community Center
  
Debarking plant // Shops

Steam power plant // Sports center/Gym

Workshop // Entrance hall, Performance school

Water tower // Offices

Drying deparment // Shops

Cooking department exp. // Community Center

Water treatment // Swim hall

Debarking plant expansion // Restaurants

Warehouse expansion // Event’s venue

Refining plant // Gastronomic Center

Spirits plant expansion // Museum

Lignin plant office/Laboratory // Offices

Warehouse // Movie theater

Power plant expansion // Indoor urban farming

Spirits plant expansion // Museum/exhibiton space

Spirits plant // Exhibition space

Power plant expansion // Sports center/Gym

Cooking department exp. // Community Center

Debarking plant expansion // Restaurants

Original function // New use2016

~1900

1914

1930 

1950 

1970 

1990 
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Water treatment department before

Water treatment department as swim hall after Warehouse as community center after

Warehouse before
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PHASE 3

 For the third and last phase of this proposal, as previously stated, visualiza-
tions show what the expectations for the future of the area are. The mass study 
represents how the densification of the whole region can occupy the space and 
influence its surroundings. The temporary implementations of the previous phas-
es now show if they have transformed the space as expected and if they have 
adapted to the evolution of their environment. 

In order to avoid massive land infills in the Näsijärvi lake, the building template 
will be significantly higher than the most common in the region. Also the existing 
buildings are expected to recive additions to their roofs, following the tendency 
studied for the city center.

In terms of place character, the distribution displayed in phase 2 will be more evi-
dent. Private areas will be occupying most of the west side of the projet area, and 
the space character is expected to gradually shift from private to public towards 
the lakeshore.

The connections of the area as a whole is not only expected to be more complex, 
they are to express how the site is fully integrated with the previous traffic net-
work. It’s important to note that the main goal of the development of the traffic 
network is to prioritize public and sustainable transport as the main commut-
ing systems. That means that instead of more roads, it is more likely that more 
transport options are diplayed. For example the Uittotunneli floating tunnel that 
connects both Näsijärvi and Pyhäjärvi lakes is now part of the light traffic system, 
connecting directly inhabitants of the other side of the esker to the project area.

PHASE 2
housing: 169 926,01 sqm

jobs: 17 062,93 sqm

PHASE 3
housing: 247 269,51 sqm

jobs: 45 029,57 sqm

Project grand totals:
housing 417 195,52 sqm

jobs 62 092, 5 sqm
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