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A PATCHW ORKING PROCESS: COMING TOGETHER UNDER

PANDEMIC CONDITIONS FOR COLLABORATIVE, CARING

SCHOLARSHIP
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In the contet of the CQ/ID-pu out-
break, the authors in this epal issue
came together within the Massii-
croscopic Sensemaking (MMS) writing
project in the spring of yyyy. Cotle
tively grappling with the impact of the
extende pandemic, each papin this
issue touches onxmeriences of sl
isolation, making doand a tehnolog-
ical reaching out under conditions of a
public health crisis. This irdduction
descriles the issuigs OpatamkO del-
opment which eflects an attempt to
break fiom traditions of academic
scholarship that often fail tecognize
the value of emergent, and thére

Dans le conwte de |OZpidZmie de CO-
VID-pii, les auteurs de ce numdinZial se
sont rZunis autour du pjet de rdaction
Massie Micoscopic Sensemaking (MMS)
au printemps yyyy. Les articles de ce nu-
mZo viennent collgivement se cordnter
aux rZgrcussions de la pandZmi@lpn-
g Chaque articlealate desx@Zriences
dOisolement cial, dOadaptation etodd
verture tehnologique en temps de crise sa-
nitaire. Cette intoduction dZrit le raison-
nement de ce nunf la compmsition C
patchvork E qui illuste une tentatig de
rupture awc les traditions acadZmiques
qui souent ne rZussissent pas éon-
na’tre la valeur Zmergentet par consZ-



uncertain, apss-disciplingr and col- quent incertaingdes travaux transdiscipli-
lective work. naires et collifs.

together within the xperimental and large-scale Massimli-

croscopic Sensemaking (MMS) writinggject in the spring
of yyyy @descriked in detail by Markham, Harris and Luka [yyyy] and
by Markham and Luka, this issue). Although thgescises vere frag-
mented and completd largely solitarily, the bioader MMS poject
pieced together pai participants &dm around the world through
spaces for sharing the press and prgress of their individual verk.
What began as a seahing for and sensing of the pandemic thugh
autoethnographicNand thezby also initially micoscopicNmeans,
lead to an encounter with others, and to the massiworld through
them. That emergent and community-building @eess, which po-
voked this collection of essays,asonaté for us as it was an oppr-
tunity to see in others, and to sharand @en embracgthe many dai-
ly pandemic uncertainties & facal.

T he authors, ditors, and co-ditors in this sgecial issue came

In this issug we recognize the way emergentxperiences ag often
hard to classify Such moments mayldat precariously tovards am-
biguity, defy easy standals of categorization, and thefore be un-
recognizeal; sometimes that means thieare less valud by universi-
ties and institutions. A we began work on this collective publica-
tion, many of us initially eehoed concerns abut the ultimate out-
come of the effort ve were set to engage in. Wmet seeral times on-
line throughout the deelopment of this issugwhich began as ough
draft abstracts. In our first meting, we also found it neessay to sort
out who needed what kind of caeer building qualification, and by
necessity this concern was integratkinto questions abut the final
shape of and enue for this colletion. Yet, our ceative and emergent
process, which felt so valuable to us particularly at this moment in
time, seemad incompatible with any sense of certaintyNor with the
predeterminal work trajectory and typically rigid institutional ap-
provals and equirements of cager advancement. \&/se such struc-
turing of labour and its certifications as a fundamentdhfv in aca-
demic organization, which largely ackmdedges only conentional
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reseach and publication outcomes. Outside of thesecassities, aca-
demics, ve realized, may struggle to conng to others, to nev ideas
and methdls, in piecisely the kind of emergent and collabative en-
deawr we had egun.

Growing from the MMS &periment, our collaloration in writing,
reading, and co-@iting for this issue was a diff@nt pandemic bub-
ble that made us forget living in aery competitive academic wrld,
for valuable moments. That was a motivating factor for many of us.
Perhaps the difficulties and uncertaintiesarelt in these &ception-
al circumstances also intensifiethe experiences of camaraderie and
collakoration during the coming together of this publication pject.
As a esult, the paprs in this special issue which we complete in
conwersation with one anotherdeveloped into personal, sensitig,
and thought-povoking conceptualizations of our mutual pandem-
ic experiences as wll as rigoous scholarly verk. Working togeth-
er quickly began to fel like a pioductive and caring spacéMe met
online acioss vastly diffeent @nd sometimes challengingly so!) time
zones, joining those who ere waking kefore dawn and those who
were preparing for ked. Discussing together individual, ¢al, and
global asgcts of the pandemic hapmed in irregular Zom mestings
and Slack messages thaewe inclusive and encouraging in nat& as
we shaed in sickness and grief. Gigle d@wuments and emails adde
conwersations and supgrted our writing and thinking together We
shaed experiences of living the pandemic but also a means for cop-
ing, and thiough these v also shagd (academic) means to concie
to the pandemic wrld in flux.

To our delight, this uncertain pocess transformé into an organic
texture, with each thead, or individual pieeg distinguishable but in-
terconnected within a larger weh Throughout this issugwe hawe
grouped articles and situaté them within that web by interstitial
quilt blocks, craftel by Corinna as part of her MMS pmpt writing
(se= her work in this issue and blow). Quilt blocks may fe individual
squakes of fabric, ¥t they are interconnected parts of a whole They
work together to eveal every entanglel colour or shadgexposing a
beauty that might othewise ke missel. With each viev, the mean-
ing of individual blacks, and inded, the entie quilt, is transformel



anew. Organizing our piees thematically in goups to eveal these
transforming threads then bcame a geater challengeEach article
we realizal, intersected in some way with all the others, just as some
seemal to cluster organicallyeven seendipitously In their articles,
Corinna, Mag-Rose and \éronica all deal diectly with Omaking do
in a pandemic envionment through the incorration and epurpos-
ing of objects and things &nd, in May-Ros@s caseven words), to
variously trouble absence and stasis alongside violent chaikggeeh
challengel these geryday materials to take on and erolly, per-
haps by neessity of isolation, an internalaflection on the boader
shaed experience of the pandemic, incogpating OmattersO at hand
for sense-making in eseach. Anne and Kroliina, Andy and Do-
natella all colletively consider the outcome of @l isolation in
techno-maliated scriality, a coming together or maing apart within
what are nowv ubiquitous communication tehnologies such as blogs,
text messaging, and cellular notifications. These tenuous and shifting
connections, in AndyOs case concerningly constrainirgflect the
diversity of intimacies and entanglements that emedgarer the past
year. Kim, Polina, and Redeca leflect on movements aanss diversely
configured fields, mundaries that some feltver more vital to over-
come or stitch @er as a esult of the pandemic. These the pieces
each challenge the grceived stabilities of those brders whichNso
often made invisible or shadwy in the everydayNstill powerfully
demacate our &periences of placeknowledge and the fragmentay,
momentay thoughts of the mind, gen as thg rapidly unrawel. Tak-
en all togethey each piee in this issue eflects these prsonal and
theoretical threads as collgtively shaed questions: Ha do we make
do and make sense with the materials andh@ologies available to
us during the pandemic? Whatgssibilities for intimacy emerge as
a result? Hav are these diffeentially experiencel as constraints or
as torder crossing lifelines? Integratk together hee, as a colle-
tion, our multiple, even divergent perspectivesNlike the quiltNce-
ate a nev spatial viev, a possible futue place situatd by the coss-
disciplinaly tools we adapte for reseach and learning. W& use
CorinnaOs quilt pees then as colorful thematic lenses foreseg,
refracting, and juxtapsing our shaed pandemic concerns and our
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reseach innovations; taken togetherthese also eflect our patch-
worked process. And as each sardipitous encounter in this issue
leads onto the net, we prioritise the interstitial as a self-organiza-
tional system to offer ne, yet unfinished appioaches to arts-base
reseach. Ultimately the oder proposel in this special issue is mo-
mentary, and the eader is encouragkto use their imagination, to
play with suggestd meanings, and toxplore the resouces the issue
and individual essays offer indepdently as wll as together

The individual squage blacks, which Corinna stitche into a quilt
as part of her vork in the project, also povide us a way to think
metaphorically abut the potentials of academiceaseach collab-
orations and the conergence of our poductive differences, just
as our patchwerking process evealad complex material and inter-
cultural understandings. Like the quilt pees, ve incorporate at-
tention to visual and sensgr mediums or materials, not only as
valuable cultural &pressions opn to analysis, but as rich tas for
reseach themseles. Alongside historical and conteropary refer-
ences to patchwrk, stitching, threading, and emlmidery, quilting al-
lows us to beak from traditions of academic scholarship that priori-
tise set canonical forms, asansesk to create a nev vocabulay of re-
seach sensibilities, in an interlacing of academia and visual cudtur
Yet, thinking academically with and though sounds, images, and
textures, as an analytical pcess, still emains moe marginalizel
within some academicaseach fields. For this eason, ve ar grate-
ful to be included as a spcial issue oflmaginations which centers
attention to diverse intecultural understandings of images, sems,
and digital content in crisis conditions.

While we were writing and working on our pieces, ve were all Omak-
ing dod; assembling the materials and things lmad on hand to spin
out the threads of our stories, just asemvere getting by in the face
of personal and global challenges. In such a space of rupture
hope to offer a sense of the coltive mades of sense-making that
may emerge in toubled times, and prhaps a way foward through
to a patchworking process for futue academic wrkNa collatorative,
generati, always uncertain, butx@remely valuable practice thaer
flects the indeterminacies of our time



A PATCHW ORK PROCESS

Mapping living with pandemic, Efocusing on what comes todpro-
ducadEO (BdZn et al., pu)

As | turned the fabric aver | saw another mapping outlinel tied
off each theead neatly and notioe this is becoming alout home and
spaces for living with soial distancing, making, masking, planting,
picking, cleaning, asiding COVID-pu E

A neat egetable gaten offers spring shots in rows. Pomises of
nourishment to comeThe quilt applique of fowers and gaden shav
me that home is mapadl in lines of stitching.
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Figure p: Mapping pandemic homBermission of Corinna Peterken.

IVPNCIL VN RIOI Y [SSUE 12-2, 2021 & 34



	A Patchworking Process: Coming Together under Pandemic Conditions for Collaborative, Caring Scholarship
	Image Notes


