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al. 1977), and simultaneously learning to plant them inside the current 
system. Currently, urban planners in Finland still have no other option, 
especially at the local detail planning level, than to keep utilising a restric-
tive and exclusive zoning language whilst knowing it to be inadequate and 
sometimes unequal. This is a wicked problem indeed – and a splendid 
example of  a double-bind situation. Actually, in the beginning of  the on-
going reform of  the Land Use and Building Act, an alternative to the current 
zoning system was underway (Rantanen and Rajaniemi 2020). After all, 
the system seems to remain practically unchanged, at least according to 
the government’s proposal to the Finnish Parliament (see Lehtovuori and 
Rajaniemi 2021). In effect, many members of  our urban planning teaching 
and research team at Tampere University have eagerly tried to change the 
land use planning legislation during the past few years, but unfortunately 
with no success yet. Undoubtedly, we teachers too still have a lot to learn. 
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