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A TALE OF MORE THAN TWO CITIES:  
DECONSTRUCTING SUSTAINABLE URBANITY

With a review of:

OECD, Rethinking Urban Sprawl: Moving towards Sustainable Cities,
OECD Publishing, Paris 2018, 166 pages, Nico TILLIE, Synergetic 

Urban Landscape Planning in Rotterdam: Liveable Low-Carbon Cities, 
TU Delft, Delft 2018, 284 pages and Ashley DAWSON, Extreme cities: 
The peril and promise of urban life in the age of climate change, Verso, 

New York 2019, 378 pages

THE ISSUE AT STAKE: INEVITABLE SYMMETRIES

– and thus global – change. Cities that receive most of the detailed attention in

far beyond these cities, and the third one (OECD, 2018) virtually amalgamates the 

gestalt.
-

between actions that aim at energy transition, end of deforestation, sustainable 
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Thus, sustainable urbanity, with all its facets and an overall versatility that 

(cf. Wells et al -

colleagues (2016) called a consensus to guide future urban ecological research.

-

human/non-human symmetries (cf.

-
taining themselves (McPhearson et al.

-
ment for resource distribution and wealth creation logic is necessary for reaching 
tangible, actually sustainable outcomes for an equitable and equitably liveable 

a transformation.
One of the three texts studied for this overview (OECD, 2018) avoids ques-

-
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-

slightly uncomfortable admitting that action at the local and regional levels, even 

THE SPRAWLING CITY OF NOWHERE

Rethinking urban sprawl, 

understandable through the lenses of orthodox economics. For a not card-carry-

Geography of Nowhere
-

sustainability. 

-

-

organisation with member states, not with member cities or urban areas, and this 
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-

-

-
ifesto by McPhearson and his colleagues (2016) – a manifesto that does share the 

et al

in urban objects that are, in their multitude and myriad cultural entanglements, 
Some-

wheres” “No-
wheres”

-
-

-
-

-

-

the necessary mind games with the often noisy “somewhereness” referred to in 
-

-
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LIVEABLE, LOW-CARBON ROTTERDAM IN THE MAKING

Nico Tillie (2018) introduces readers to the theme of his doctoral dissertation by 

The fact that some of such bodies have reassembled, one of them invited to do 

-

layered research questions. 

-

do their share in turning out and demonstrably securing more liveable and healthy 

and water management in a low to zero to negative GHG emissions setting. The 

world cities being threatened by rising sea-levels and severed storm seasons.
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even millennia. We have done this for a good reason, as the locational amenities 

of the economic system as we go.
The great game-changer, of course, stems from the need to curb CO2 emis-

sions, the emblem of the achievements and the entire socio-technical institu-

2

2

-
-

challenges stems from.

here and now. As Tillie shows, even if the scale of global transformations is by 

-
-

does set its requirements to 
-
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SUPERSTORM SANDY: THE HARD WAY TO LEARN ABOUT EQUITY IN 
NYC – AND BEYOND

-

overview, i.e. Extreme Cities by Ashley Dawson (2019).
-

-

We are not equal in the face of global transformations. Moreover, Dawson 

-

-
-

this basic tenet, they conduct the violating of equitability and social justice almost 

of us (cf. Segalov, 2018).

-
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-

accident or a disaster could reveal the true nature of a system having encoun-

-

Occupy Wall Street movement and other civic 
sources of what he calls Disaster Communism, actors that the administration 

interests.

but everywhere.

THE TALE OF MORE THAN TWO CITIES

Eventually, there is -
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Rebuild by Design. Its aim, 

And here – in the midst of this jubilation for the dawn of a more sustainable 
-

sues that are strongly related to climate change and sustainability, such as economic 
-

South in his storyline. Climate and sustainability crises met in the urban settings are 

that grow fastest and often in erratic ways (cf. Brillembourg, 2016) and that may be 

to be made more sustainable. However, this endeavour needs to be stretched far 

existing or those yet to emerge, this is not the case. Their
-

ing its way to the global awareness.
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Ari-Veikko ANTTIROIKO, Wellness City, Health and Well-Being in 
Urban Economic Development, Palgrave Pivot, Cham 2018, 159 pages

-
tribute to the welfare of urban economic systems. Regardless of the title and the 

-
bate about wellness (including welfare, well-being and health) and the wellness 

-

all consumers of the city.

-


