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building has been determined, but  the future of  the wooden house  remains 
uncertain .  

The study at hand, sets to initially clarify the transformation of the remaining 
railyard buildings  in the ir new settings  by  considering  the history of the site 
alongside the forthcoming developments and constructions  in the area. 
Later , the integration dema nds of  the railyard  house  will be examined , an 
effective sustainable approach to its reuse will be studied and designed 
accordingly.   
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1. Tampere, Distinctively Local  
Located in south -west of Finland, Tampere sits between the lakes Näsijärvi 
and Pyhäjärvi and has been emerged  by the marketplace and industries 
on the banks of Tammerkoski rapids that connects these t wo lakes. The city 
was officially founded in 1779 and developed as a major city during 19 th 
century. Additionally, t he industrial revolution brought attention to the 
potential power of the rapids. Construction of the railroad, alongside the 
blooming industries, by the second half of the century, fueled the ongoing 
developments towards the emergence of a remarkable indus trial city. 
Even today, the red -brick industrial buildings and many high chimneys 
around the city evoke the impression of a typical industrial city on  the first 
glance . 

The development of the city  began from the keskustori area on the western 
banks of Tamm erkoski. Today, the major areas in the city center can be 
defined as Finlayson, Kyttälä, Tampella, Tammela, Amuri, Kaakinma a and 
Ratina. The railway divides Tammela from the old city center  area.  

 

 

 

 
City center today and the old keskustori.  
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National Romanticism  
National Romanticism was a national movement towards revoking the 
cultural identity  in late 19 th and early 20 th century  as d esigners turned to the 
medieval  or prehistorical ages for inspiration.  

Architects  as well tried to reflect the national identity  through reforming the 
domestic styles . In Finland,  national romantic architecture can be seen in 
Three categories.  First, the stone architecture style for public and national 
buildings, inspired by churches or castles of early medieval times  with  the 
sharp -cut granite as the main exterior material . Second , the wooden house 
style for small er buildings, motivated by the Finnish countryside  farmstead 
and Karelian farmhouses. Third, the style mostly used for the apartment 
buildings  inspired by  the int ernational Art Nouveau  and sometimes with 
motifs from Art Deco.   

Finnish national romantic architecture has been  sometimes  criticised for  
the Influences of Art Nouveau  movement , but Art  Nouveau or, as it is also 
called,  Jugen dstil of Finland has its local character.   
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Evolution of the floor plans of Tavara -asema during the years. From VR:n Archives.  
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 First Floor Basement  
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Evolution of the floor plans of Morkku clubhouse  during the years. From VR:n Archives , update Floor plans from 
Heikkilä, 2016.  
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Architecture of the building is according to the type drawing of Riihimäki 
station by Granholm. However, the southern and northern entrances in 
Granholm drawings are moved to the west side in the Tampere 
implementation. Details of the roof edges are also s implified. The lower 
vaulted windows on the west and smaller ones on the east provide natural 
light for the basement. The later windows are trimmed with rough -cut grey 
granite. Northern and southern facades are identical, with additional 
windows lighting t he attic.  
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Riihimäki station type d rawings designed by Bruno Granholm from 1902 and Tampere implementation 
drawings drawings from 1923. From Vr:n Archives and National Archives of Finland.  
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The interior spaces have been preserved as its original form, despite the 
renovations conducted in 1950 and 1 971 to add toilets and central heating 
system. (Lyytinen, 2003) Main floor plan includes seven  apartments  and five 
kitchens, accessible from three separate entrances at the sides and middle 
of the building. On the outside four -six granite steps lead to the  doorways, 
and on the inside ten more steps lead to the entry halls.  Basement has been  
used for clubrooms and activities , storage, and probably washing and 
baking.  

 

 Floor Plan/Basement Plan  

R
iih

im
äk

i s
ta

tio
n,

 1
90

2
 

 

A
su

in
ra

ke
nn

us
, 1

92
0

 

 

 

Riihimäki station type d rawings designed by Bruno Granholm from 1902 and Tampere implementation 
drawings from 1923. From Vr:n Archives and National Archives of Finland.  
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The development plans of the city center define that  the old wooden 
building be preser ved and reused for services and cultural activities. As an 
original remnant  of the railway architecture, Asuinrakennus besides Tavara -
asema are essential and iconic elements of Tampere cityscape.  

 

 
Asuinrakennus facade details  of doors and windows. Photographer: Hanna Lyytinen  and Marika 
Tamminen . 

 

 

 
Interior views from the entry and a room. From Vapriiki archives.  
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Lompanlinna  Apartment Building  
Lompanlinna  on the north of the healthcare building, is another protected 
railway building. A three -story apartment built in 1923 based on the type 
drawings of Riihimäki designed  by Thure Helström.  The revision for 
implementation in Tampere has been done by Bruno Gra nholm. (Lyytinen, 
2003) The ownership of the building was transferred from VR to the city of 
Tampere in summer of 2015. (Aamulehti, 2015) Since then the building was 
used as a temporary traditional stay for travelers  and event venue.  It is 
currently being used  by Poas  for student housing.  Another building with the 
same type drawings was built in 1925 further north of the railway axis. It is 
visible in the branching point of the railway.  

 

 
A gathering in  front  of Lompanlinna  building  in 2014. From Lompanlinna  
Traveler Commune  Facebook.  
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Floor plans of  Lompanl inna  from type drawings of 1922 and new student housing renovations. 
From VR:n archives and Poas websi te.  
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2. City Center 2030  
Today, Tampere is halfway through a fifteen -year -long  development plan 
that will once again reform the urban structure . The city center will be 
denser, with clear regions for lakeside housing, business headquarters and 
travel and welfare s ectors. Public transportation is being developed to  
make convenient travel routs throughout the different regions. Finally, the 
eastern and western zones of the new extended city center region  which 
have long been  separated by the railway , will be reconnec ted.  Any 
decision regarding the preservation and reuse of the heritage railway 
premises requires  an insight into the intended vision for the city center and 
comprehensive analysis of the development plan for the railway zone.  

 
 

 
A vision from Tampere Cent er Development Program 2015 -2030. The main constructions are 
designed along the railway  while infill construction s are planned for other areas.  
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2.1 Master Plan Overall  
The city  has approved infill development for most parts of the city center , 
and m ajor constructions and transformations are designed along the 
railway  axis. Many of the lakeside s and shores that have been long used 
for industries  and urban facilities , are  already  being transformed into 
residential  and recreational areas.  Multiple architecture competitions  
have been announced, collecting  ideas for these massive changes so far . 

The focus of the development plan is on a few major are as of the center. 
Role of Hämeenkatu in the cityscape  will be strengthen as the main  
commercial axis. The tramway, construction of which being  nearly done in 
the present time, will provide smooth transportation through  the whole city .  

Most importantly, t he south -to -north axis  of  the railway and Ratapihankatu 
is going through substantial transformation. A multipurpose travel hub, 
serving all means of transport, is designed to  be situated at the conjunction 
of Ratapihankatu and Hämeenkatu. A travel center  fo r all sorts of trips in 
Tampere , serving  passengers travelling locally or abroad. M odern transport 
services, shopping spaces  and services will be provided  for passengers in 
transit. Ratapihankatu  will significantly improve the vehicle traffic network 
in the city center . Bearing the heavy traffic load , it will  free up  space for 
pedestrian and bicycle -oriented path ways  inside the city blocks.  The traffic  
currently  running through  Tammelantori  market  square  will be reduced  and 
it will create  an opportunity for the development of commercial  services 
along Tammelan puistokatu and in the adjacent blocks. With  the  further 
planning of the travel and service center,  Ratapihankatu will connect the 
leisure an d tourism center , and the travel and service area in the south to 
the business zone in the north . Further on towards the north , it will direct  the 
traffic to  Rantaväylä and  Paasikiventie  regional transit roads . These 
transformations will extend the  perceiv ed  central city area considerably 
wider  than its current boundaries . 

 

2.2 Railway Zone  
The most strategic area in the development plan of the city center is, 
unquestionably, the railway zone. The main issue in this area  is that the 
eastern side of the exte nded city center is almost separated from the area 
currently regarded as the center  by the railway. The foreseen status of 
Ratapihankatu as a main traffic route will also intensify the  stated  issue. 
Turning the problem to a potential, links are planned in multiple places 
along the railway axis to reconnect the western and eastern areas.  
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2.3 Tammela District  
Tammela , on the eastside of the railway,  is the main area for infill 
development. A highly potential residential area right next to  the flourishing 
business zone. However, h ousing companies own most of the premises in 
the area . Therefore, the implementation of the infill development is highly 
related to the willingness of the se companies and the private propert y 
owners . The city is encourag ing  the  changes  by financial  incenti ves.  

The infill development calls for a centralized parking facility. The parking 
premises will ensure the developments being carried out for Tammelantori 
market square and Tammela stadium. Additionally , real estates in 
Tammela are  participating in develo pment projects that aim at improving 
energy efficiency. Tammela and  the  real estates are currently  the theme 
of many works, theses, and research studies in universities. (Nguyen, 2015)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

P 43 

 



 

Analysis 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 P 45 

3. Railway , The Center of Transformations  
Master planning for a specific city block or a limited area tends to remain 
in a  limited framework. P lanning for a large area of the city at once , may  
lead to more extreme design ideas, and of course , motivating solutions. 
Like some recent cases in Tampere , Rantatampella or Viinikanlahti areas 
which propose fundamental transformation in the urban settings. The 
railway zone  has been  also the subject of a big -scale  urban  planning  
project  that provide many potentials, as well as many technical, financia l 
and social  challenges.  

In the city scale, transportation routes are being developed to improve the 
status of Tampere city center as the main business and tourism area outside 
of Helsinki region. Clearly, with th is vision comes a need for  an extensive  
infrastructure, services and other types of premises, smooth local 
transportation and readability  of spaces . But more important than all these 
facilities for the character of an internationally attractive city is the 
image ability  and identity of that city.  

Tampere, as a city that has developed  closely in connection  to the  
development of  railway , should struggle to preserve its image in the course 
of transformations .  Conscious emphasis on the railway edge s and their 
spatial  quality and the  preservation of the  related heritage sites alongside 
provision of the functional infrastructure, facilities and connections will 
acquire  the desired vision for the city. A very clear potential for the stated 
purpose is Morkun Aukio heritage buildings , belonging to  VR, the 
go vernment -owned railway company  of Finland . To reach a 
comprehensive understanding, t he current situation and the future 
potential of the related buildings should, naturally, be analyzed in the 
context.  Today, five years through the 2015 -2030 development pl an, with 
most of the local city plan of the area already prepared, revising the 
railway district with an eye on the past and future of the area can provide 
the grounds for functional  preservation and revitalization of this underused 
area . Therefore , the focus of this study will be on the railyard buildings, and 
more precisely the wooden Asuinrakennus and Tavara -asema  buildings  in 
their current controversial status.  
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3.1 Scope of The Analysis  
Railyard area is located on the west ern  edge of Tammela. How ever, in the 
development plan and in the sense of the mental image of the city, it feels 
more a part of the railway zone. Therefore, it will be more applicable to 
consider it in the context of the railway and Ratapihankatu axis. Regarding 
the stated, the s tudy is carried out on the existing  or planned  urbanscape  
along the forthcoming business and travel axis, from the multifunctional 
arena in the south, to  Ratapihankatu and the office blocks  in the north . 

The analysis will be explained in four subareas form ing the railway 
development zones. Southern part, including the deck and multifunctional 
arena next to the university blocks. The central part including the train 
station and the sheds. Then, the travel and service center zone, which its 
urban plans are be ing prepared. Lastly, the northern part including the 
railyard buildings and the business blocks.  

 

 

 
Scope of the analysis : Railway  zone  and its subareas.  200 m

2020-11-04

Deck and Arena 
Zone  

Tulli Commercial 
Zone 

Travel and Service 
Zone 

Railyard Zone  
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3.3 The Context  
The railway zone and the buildings related to it are surrounded by areas 
with different major land uses. Armonkallio in the north, Juhannuskylä and 
Kyttälä on the west and Osmonmäki and Tammela on the east are 
dominantly residential while to the south of Hämeenkatu the context 
becomes dominant by commercial in central city activities. Tammelantori 
and Tammelan puistokatu axis are important commercial areas as well.   
Towards south from Its enäisyydenkatu, Tulli area is a business and office 
center while Tamperetalo area is a large recreational landmark. Further 
south, in Tampere university campus zone, educational facilities and 
related services are the main land use . A new office area is fo rming 
towards north with the new constructions of the large office blocks. It is 
defined in the development master plan of the city for the railway axis to 
become a distinguishable business center.  Ratapihankatu is a main traffic 
rout and is being develope d further to direct the heavy traffic load to 
Rantaväylä and Paasikiventie  regional transit roads. Tammela is a lighter 
car traffic axis and a more important cycling and pedestrian rout. 
Hämeenkatu axis is the main commercial street,  and it is being develo ped 
as pedestrian street with public transportation such as bus and tramway.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Railway zone  

Residential  

Commercial  

Business  

Recreational  

Educational  

 



 P 48 

Traffic master plan of the area. From 
Tampere city Transport Plan, 2013.  
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3.4 The Deck and Arena Zone  
The most ambitious development constructions are situated in the  south,  
area number 8366 of the city pla n. A deck covers the railway, creating  a 
platform that connects the area on the east to the west side of the tracks. 
The deck sets the grounds for many active public spaces . Construction of 
the multifunctional arena in the south of Sorinsilta bridge  and th e residential 
block on its westside , continued by the high rises towards the north are 
currently in progress . 

 
City plan  8366 - multifunctional arena zone . Source: Kartat.tampere.fi  visited on 17.7.2020  

 

A New Identity  
The new  building cluster is designed as a landmark visible from furthe st parts 
of the city . The buildings on the deck start with the arena in the south and 
ascend to the higher towers towards the north, reaching to the 28 - floor 
high -rise hotel  which is  higher th an the 25 -story Sokos hotel  Torni in its vicinity. 
The cluster  will include about 130000 kem 2 area of different uses  that 
include 48000 kem 2 of multipurpose arena, 12400 kem 2 of shops,  54700 kem 2 
of offices and workspaces,  38700 kem 2 of residential area inc luding 460 
apartments,  39000 kem 2 of accommodation services.  

 

A block of central -city activity  where 
business, hospitality, living and office 
buildings can be built in a specifically 
determined ratio.  

Residential blocks.  

Commercial, offices, cultural and 
sports activities, services.  

Railway area.  

Railway area allowed for construction 
above it. All the construction must be 
approved by the railway authority.  
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The round arena seems in harmony with the surrounding and the interesting 
location of the building on top of the road and railway creates the special 
atmosphere that the city has been probably looking for. If one travels to 
Tampere by train, after passing through smaller cities on the way, the 
emergence of the towers and modern constructions of this area 
immediately creates the impact of reaching a large and important city. 
Currently, d riving th rough Ratapihankatu also is an interesting experience.  
Going through the scenery of the many old wooden buildings of different 
styles before or after passing through the modern and complicated 
architecture of the arena area and passing the deck as the road  curves 
under it is certainly a pleasant experience.   

 

 

 

 
View from south of the arena construction site and the deck . 

 

 
Instant impression of arrival to a major city.  
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3.5 Tulli Commercial Zone 
The Tullintori shopping center, the office buildings in the south of it, and the 
Torni and the sheds cluster are located  in block 308 of Tulli area . The railway 
sheds and the Torni hotel are located on the edge of Ratapihankatu and 
the railway . Tullintori shopping cente r and the  business buildings are 
situated in the east block behind the sheds. The beautiful Tullikamari 
building  from 1901  and Tullikamarin aukio further north and on the edge of 
Itsenäisyydenkatu are the other important elements of Tulli area.  

 

 
City plan 7750 - Tulli zone. Source: Kartat.tampere.fi  visited on 17.7.2020  

 

Moving on the railway axis towards the north, after Sorin bridge, a block of 
office buildings is situated on the east side of the rai lway. Constructions of 
the offices, hotel and commercial spaces related to arena cluster will 
continue to the west of the Tulli business park block, blending with the 
existing business and commercial context to further improve the character 
of the area.  The path  along the edge of the railway or in between the 
buildings lead towards Torni and sheds.  

 

Block of commercial and 
office buildings. As well as 
educational and service 
facilities.  

Commercial, offices and 
production spaces as well 
as research facilities.  

Commercial and 
accommodation services, 
or educational use.  

Public workspace or 
commercial spa ce.  

Educational services.  

Parking Block.  

 

 

 



 P 52 

Torni cluster is undoubtedly a very successful integration of new 
constructions to the historical context. It is now the most active and alive 
urban spot in the railw ay edge. The Tulli ntori  shopping center is located 
behind this block, which is a popular crowded space as well. The spaces 
between or around these buildings, however, are either underused 
forgotten places or they are being used for car parks.  

 

 
In-betwe en underused spaces in Tulli area.  

The potential of this area regarding the urban values is on the edge of the 
railway and Tullikamari  center  in the back which are already active places. 
The hotel and restaurants and the  conference center on the edge, and 
Tullikamari venue and the bars and restaurants around the square attract 
and keep people around. A good connection and reorganization of the 
spaces between these active urban nodes can be a key  achieve an 
active city -center -like region rather than disconne cted nodes here and 
there along the railway.  

 

 
The active spaces in Tulli area. The edge in front of the Torni and sheds cluster, and Tullikamari  square.  
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3.7 The Railyard Zone  
The northern edge  of the railway axis , from north of Itsenäisyydenkatu to 
north of Erkkilä  bridge is a business -dominant area. The old railyard buildings 
are located in the south of this zone, followed by the large office blocks to 
the north. The city plan shows the new layout of the railyard buildings and 
the square . The new and  existing servi ces and business block and the three -
story brick building in the split area of the railway  are located in far north . 

 
City  plan 8330 - railyard zone . Source: Kartat.tampere.fi  visited on 17.7.2020  

 

The Surrounding s 
The railyard buildings are surrounded with dense office blocks in the north, 
the typical concrete  -facade residential buildings and the tower on the 
east and the hotel building in the south.  The next -door block on the south 
and right  after the bridge is scandic hotel with its functionalism simple 
architecture . A stairway next to the building leads up from 
Itsenäisyydenkatu to Ratapihankatu. A path that needs to  be improved for 
sure. The hotel complex is right in the south of the new block that includes 

Block  of services providing a cultural 
environment for appropriate 
services, business and production, or 
leisure activities.  

Block  of central city business and 
office buildings.  

Block  of services providing a cultural 
environment for appropriate 
services, business and production, or 
leisure activities.  

Block  of services providing a cultural 
environment for appropriate 
services, business and production, 
leisure activities or housing.  

Commercial and office spaces.  

Public utility building adapted into 
cityscape.  

Park. 

Railway area.  

 

 




























































































