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ABSTRACT

An LCL Iter provides excellent mitigation capability of the switching frequency harmon-
ics, and is, therefore, widely used in grid-connected inverter applications. The resonant
behavior induced by the Iter must be attenuated with passive or active damping meth-
ods in order to preserve the stability of the grid-connected converter. Active damping
can be implemented with di erent control algorithms, and it is frequently used due to
its relatively simple and low-cost implementation. However, active damping may easily
impose stability problems if it is poorly designed.

This thesis presents a comprehensive small-signal model of a three-phase grid-connected
photovoltaic inverter with LCL Iter. The analysis is focused on a capacitor-current-
feedback (i.e., a multi-current feedback) active damping and its e ects on the system
dynamics. Furthermore, a single-current-feedback active damping technique, which is
based on reduced number of measurements, is also studied. The main objective of this
thesis is to present an accurate multi-variable small-signal model for assessing the control
performance as well as the grid interaction sensitivity of grid-connected converters in the
frequency domain.

The state-of-the-art literature studies regarding the active damping are mainly con-
centrated on stability evaluation of the output-current loop, and the e ect on external
characteristics such as susceptibility to background harmonics and impedance-based in-
stability has been overlooked. As the active damping a ects signi cantly the sensitivity
to grid interactions, accurate predictions of the system transfer functions, e.g. the out-
put impedance, must be utilized in order to assess the active-damping-induced properties.
Moreover, the single-current-feedback active damping method lacks the aforementioned
analysis in the literature and, therefore, the need for accurate full-order small-signal
models is evident.

This thesis presents design criteria for the active damping in a wide range of operating
conditions. Accordingly, peculiarities regarding the active damping are discussed for both
multi and single-current-feedback active damping schemes. In addition, the parametric
in uence of the active damping on the output-impedance characteristics is explicitly
analyzed. It is shown that the active damping design has a signi cant e ect on the output
impedance and, therefore, the impedance characteristics should be considered in the
converter design for improved robustness against background harmonics and impedance-
based interactions.
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1 INTRODUCTION

This chapter discusses the background of the thesis and introduces the reader to the topic.
Accordingly, an introduction for photovoltaic energy systems is given rst and the details
regarding the behavior of photovoltaic generators as energy sources are elaborated. Small-
signal modeling is applied extensively in this thesis and, therefore, the background for
the modeling method as well as its usefulness are highlighted. Theory behind the active
damping and output impedance analysis are also discussed as they form the framework
for the thesis.

1.1 Renewable energy and introduction to photovoltaic systems

Evidence for global warming and the greenhouse e ect is undeniable. Globally, approx-
imately 87% of the total energy produced is generated by fossil fuels from which the
majority (38%) comes from oil [1]. Excessive use of fossil fuels increases the emissions
of carbon dioxide (CO2) which, in turn, further accelerates the greenhouse e ect. In
order to slow down the climate change, public attention has been drawn on the issue
and, correspondingly, European Union has launched the Roadmap 2050-project with an
objective to reduce greenhouse gas emissions at least 80% below the 1990 levels by 2050
[2]. Fossil fuel-dependency must be decreased in order to stop accumulating CO2 into
the atmosphere and, thus, these actions are highly necessary.

The aforementioned factors have led to growing interest in the eld of grid-connected
renewable energy systems, and the utilization of these has been increasing continuously
for several years [1]. Solar energy is one of the most promising renewable energy resources
due to its environmentally friendly features and relatively low cost of harvesting. Fur-
thermore, it is practically inexhaustible within a realistic time frame. Energy from the
Sun is mainly harvested either by using it for heating or by converting to electrical en-
ergy. Usually, the electrical energy is harvested using silicon-based solar panels and their
price has been rapidly decreasing throughout the world, which makes the use of them in
energy production feasible in terms of invested money and payback time. Regarding the
usability of solar energy, it is expected to be the second most utilized energy source by
2020 excluding hydroelectric energy [3].

Considering the electrical characteristics, the photovoltaic generators produce direct
current (DC), which has to be transformed into alternating current (AC) in order to

1
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Fig. 1.2: Voltage-current (solid line) and voltage-power (dashed line) curves of a photovoltaic
generator as well as the behavior of the dynamic resistance rpy.

be transferred into the AC grid. The conversion from DC to AC is performed with
switched-mode power supplies. However, PV generators exhibit peculiar characteristics,
which have fundamental e ect on the interfacing power electronic converters and their
design. Accordingly, the photovoltaic generator can be characterized as a power-limited
non-ideal current source with both constant-current and constant-voltage-like properties,
which are discussed explicitly in multiple publications [4{6]. This behavior imposes
persistent design constraints, which can easily cause stability problems if not considered
properly when designing the power-electronic-based devices for photovoltaic applications.
A simpli ed electrical equivalent model characterizing the inherent properties of a PV
cell is shown in Fig. 1.1, where rs and rg, represents the losses inside the cell, upy is the
terminal voltage of the cell, iy is the output current of the cell, ig is the current through
the diode and ipp is the photocurrent.

Irradiation from the Sun, upon interacting with the semi-conductor surface of the
solar cell, creates the photovoltaic current ipn, which is directly proportional to the
irradiance level. The actual output current of the generator is a ected by the series and
shunt resistances (representing non-ideal properties) as well as the pn-junction of the cell

2



1.1. Renewable energy and introduction to photovoltaic systems

which can be presented as

. . . Upv *+rsip, Upy + Il
ipy = iph o € Nacr=q~ 1 M; (1.1)
| {z } sh
ig

where ig is the diode reverse saturation current, T (Kelvin) is the cell temperature, k is
the Bolzmann constant, a the diode ideality factor, q the electron charge and N is the
number of series-connected photovoltaic cells.

As can be deduced from the exponential term in (1.1), the voltage-current characteris-
tics of the PV cell are highly non-linear and can be conveniently solved only by numerical
methods. Accordingly, the illustration of the voltage-current and voltage-power depen-
dency of a traditional PV cell can be given as shown in Fig. 1.2. Maximum power can be
extracted only at one point, which is called the maximum power point (MPP), although,
recent literature indicates that it is in practice a wider constant power region (CPR) [7].
The control system of the interfacing converter tries to keep the operating point near the
MPP for maximal power extraction.

Considering Eq. (1.1) as well as Figs. 1.3a and 1.3b, the electrical characteristics of
the PV cell will change in proportion to the irradiance level and the cell temperature.
Evidently, the short-circuit current produced by the PV cell is directly proportional to
the irradiance and, conversely, only minor changes in the open-circuit voltage of the PV
cell can be observed when the irradiation level changes. The temperature of the PV cell,
on the other hand, a ects mainly the open-circuit voltage and has negligible e ect on
the short-circuit current. Accordingly, higher open-circuit voltages are obtained when
the cell temperature is lower, thus an increase of the cell temperature decreases the
maximum power extractable from the cell. Consequently, based on the aforementioned
factors, the PV current has relatively fast dynamics, a ected mainly by the irradiance
level, compared to the voltage, which has only slow temperature-dependent dynamics.

In addition to the MPP, two distinct operating regions can be observed in the PV-
cell current-voltage (IV) behavior according to Fig. 1.2. When the voltage of the PV
cell is below the MPP voltage, a constant current region (CCR) is found, where the
current remains relatively constant despite the changes in the PV cell voltage and the
PV cell exhibits higher dynamic resistance, thus resembling the characteristics of an
ideal current source. Conversely, when the cell voltage is above the MPP voltage, the
behavior of the PV cell resembles a constant voltage source as the dynamic resistance of
the converter is small and the voltage stays relatively constant regardless of the changes
in the current. Correspondingly, this is called the constant voltage region (CVR). Due to
the aforementioned constant-voltage and constant-current-like properties, the design and
control of the inverter have inherent constraints and, therefore, the e ect of the source

3
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Fig. 1.3: E ect of (a) irradiance and (b) temperature on the electrical characteristics of a PV cell.

has to be properly included in the dynamical modeling in order to analyze the system
behavior correctly. Analyzing the converter only as voltage or current-sourced may yield
su cient results for one operating point but the transition between operating points in a
real system is inevitable, which may lead to a loss of stability because of faulty analysis.

1.2 Small-signal modeling principles

Small-signal modeling technique, rst introduced by Middlebrook in the 70’s, is com-
monly used in the analysis of power-electronic-based systems due to their non-linear na-
ture [8]. That is, in a linear system, an input signal u = U + & would yield a proportional
output signal asy =Y + ¥, where the small-signal AC perturbation (denoted by accent
"R") is of the same frequency between the input and output variables. However, due to the
varying switching states of power-electronic-based system, this requirement for linearity
does not hold as the system switches between two or more linear networks (depending
on the conduction mode). The system has to be, therefore, averaged and linearized at
a prede ned operating point, where the system behaves as a linear circuit. Accordingly,
small-signal transfer functions can be developed for di erent input-to-output combina-
tions as G = ¥=0, which are used to examine di erent dynamical properties such as
control-to-output and input-to-output responses as well as input or output impedances.

In order to obtain a small-signal model for an arbitrary system, rst the correct state,
input and output variables are chosen, and then the average-valued model is formed ac-
cording to the Kirchho ’s laws. Generally, inductor currents and capacitor voltages are
chosen as the state variables since their derivatives, used in the state-space modeling,
have a clear meaning. Note that any linearly independent set of variables can be chosen
as the state variables but their usefulness may be questionable. The averaging is done by
separately determining equations for di erent switching states, which are then weighted

4



1.2. Small-signal modeling principles

(averaged) over one switching cycle to remove the e ect of the switching ripple. Accord-
ingly, the average-valued or the large-signal model is obtained and the corresponding
state-space equations can be given by

dx _
a—A5+Bg

y = Cx+Du (1.2)

where vectors x, u and y denote the state, input and output variable vectors, respectively.
This may not be su cient for the formulation of the system transfer functions because
such model may be nonlinear after recognizing the duty ratio (or the control signal) d as a
modulated variable and, therefore, an input signal [8]. Correspondingly, a situation may
arise where the state or output variables are multiplied by the duty ratio, which yields a
nonlinear dependency between the variables. Therefore, in that case, the system has to be
linearized by taking partial derivatives of each variable, which removes the corresponding
nonlinearity. After linearizing the equations, the system model can be represented by a
linearized state-space in the Laplace-domain as shown in (1.3), from which the system
transfer functions can be derived as in (1.4). This small-signal modeling technique is
further elaborated in Chapter 2 for a speci ¢ application, i.e. for a three-phase grid-
connected PV inverter.

dg _ —
at = AR+ B0 . sk =AX+ B0

' 13
9 =Cx+D0 9 =Cx+DQ (1.3)

h i
§(s)= C(sl A) '‘B+D 0=G0(s) (1.4)

Depending on the terminal constraints, i.e., the inherent behavior of the source and
load as well as the selection of the feedback variables, an appropriate conversion scheme
must be chosen for the analysis. Accordingly, four di erent conversion schemes are shown
in Figs. 1.4a-1.4d.

As discussed earlier, the photovoltaic generator exhibits characteristics of a non-linear
current source, thus, a current source is a convenient selection as an input source, i.e.,
the cases shown in Figs. 1.4b or 1.4d. Furthermore, due to rather slow dynamics of the
PV voltage (a ected mainly by the temperature), the input voltage can be conveniently
controlled for maximum power extraction, which complies with the selection of the input
source. Considering the output terminal, in grid-connected applications, the output
voltage is determined by the external system (i.e. the grid). A sti grid is, therefore,
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Fig. 1.4: Depiction of a) voltage-to-voltage, b) current-to-current, c) voltage-to-current and d)
current-to-voltage conversion schemes.

assumed in this case, which leads to a conclusion that only the H-parameter (current-to-
current conversion scheme) model is applicable in the analysis. Accordingly, the input
source of the converter is a current source and the input voltage is the input-side feedback
variable in order to guarantee maximum power output by means of the MPP tracking
(MPPT). Furthermore, the converter output is loaded by a sti voltage source and the
system controls its output current (current injection-mode), which is known as a grid-
parallel or grid-feeding mode.

Modeling of three-phase converters di ers from the modeling of DC-DC converters,
since the space-vector theory has to be used to analyze the three-phase variables. This
means that the inverter is not analyzed per phase, but instead the three-phase variables
of the small-signal model are transformed into synchronous (dgq-domain) or stationary
reference ( -domain) frames. Many publications analyze the inverter in a stationary
reference frame in order to decrease the complexity of the analysis and the computational
burden as discussed, for example, in [9{13]. However, some inconsistencies arise, since
in a stationary reference frame the steady-state operating point cannot be solved in a
consistent manner, which imposes restrictions for the small-signal modeling requiring a
steady-state operating point. In the rotating or synchronous reference frame, the AC-
quantities appear constant (i.e., DC) in the steady state, which allows the linearizing of
the system.
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@ (b)

Fig. 1.5: Depictions of (a) L- Itered and (b) LCL- Itered grid-connected converters.

1.3 Passive and active damping of LCL- Iter resonance

1.3.1 LCL- Iter

In grid-connected applications, an inductive (L-type) Iter may not su ciently attenuate
the switching-ripple currents. High power applications produce larger currents, which
require high value for inductance in order to obtain su cient attenuation of the switching
harmonics. This naturally increases the system costs and size. Therefore, inductive-
capacitive-inductive (LCL) Iters have gained popularity as Itering elements due to their
excellent harmonic attenuation capability also at lower switching frequencies [14]. An
LCL- Iter enables wide range of power levels with relatively small values for inductances
and capacitance to achieve the same Itering performance as with only an L-type Iter
[10, 14{20]. For demonstrative purposes, the two Itering topologies are shown in Figs.
1.5a and 1.5b. Inherently, the LCL- Iter creates several resonances in the dg-domain
control dynamics of the converter, which must be damped in order to ensure robust
performance and stability of the converter. The resonant frequencies are dependent on
the passive component values of the Iter and can be generally given as

l’-L L
+
1 = s 2.
=res Ll LZC ’ (15)
d 1
1, = _— 1.6
0 ,C (1.6)

The resonance given in (1.5) is caused by the series-parallel interaction of inverter-side
inductance as well as the grid-side inductance and capacitance. Respectively, the other
resonance in (1.6) is caused by the series interaction between the grid-side inductance L,
and the Iter capacitance C.
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Fig. 1.6: Simpli ed block diagram of a control system with (a) Iter-based and (b) multi-loop
active damping methods.

1.3.2 Resonance damping

The resonant behavior induced by the LCL- Iter can be attenuated with passive or active
damping methods [14, 15, 20]. The most elementary method to damp the resonance is to
add a resistor in series with the LCL- Iter capacitor, which is commonly known as passive
damping. Note that the resistor can be placed in parallel or series with all the passive

Itering components in order to damp the resonances. The series damping resistor with
the Iter capacitor can be still considered as the most popular technique in the literature.
Although, the resistor provides desired resonance damping, it also causes reduction in
the attenuation capability and ohmic losses reducing the converter e ciency by up to
1 %. [15]. Moreover, the system costs are increased due to additional components and
possible cooling elements (especially in high-power applications).

Active damping, on the other hand, is performed with di erent control algorithms,
which are used to attenuate the resonant behavior and, due to the absence of resistive
elements (excluding the ESRs of the components), power losses are negligible in the Iter
[21, 22]. Moreover, the attenuation capability of the Iter is una ected. Generally, active
damping can be implemented either as a Iter-based or multi-loop-based method, which
are depicted in Figs. 1.6a and 1.6b, respectively.

Considering the Iter-based method illustrated in Fig. 1.6a, no additional feedback
loop is added due to the active damping. Basically, the active damping is performed by
modifying the inverter control signal (or duty ratio) by means of digital Iters such as
low-pass, lead-lag or notch Iters. Accordingly, the purpose of this method is to induce
counter-resonance at the corresponding LCL- Iter resonant frequencies in order to guar-
antee stable operation [23, 24]. This makes the Iter-based active damping extremely
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cost-e cient since no additional sensors are needed. As the Iter-based methods usually
utilize parameters from the physical Iter and their implementation may be xed inside
the control system (excluding adaptive Iters in special cases [25]), corresponding active
damping methods are prone to inaccuracy and may even exhibit inferior stability char-
acteristics due to parameter variation caused, e.g., by grid inductance and component
aging.

Multi-loop active damping methods include additional feedbacks from a system state
variable, which is used to modify the inverter control signal [20, 26, 27] or the inverter
output current reference [22] (cf. Fig. 1.6b). However, in the latter case, the bandwidth of
the current control limits the performance of the active damping. Considering convenient
feedback variables for active damping, the Iter capacitor current is usually adopted as
a state feedback [27{33]. The Iter capacitor voltage is also a common feedback variable
[21, 31], although, problems may occur due to the discrete realization of derivative-
operator (i.e., ic = Cduc=dt) inside the control system [31]. If a current-feedback is
utilized, the aforementioned feedback signal is used to create a so-called virtual resistor,
which provides the resonance damping by emulating the e ect of a passive resistor in
series with the Iter capacitor inside the control system dynamics [22, 27, 28]. Regarding
the naming of the aforementioned concept, the virtual resistor is a convenient term for
industrial designers due to its correspondence to the physical entity. However, it is
inherently a control loop and should not be considered other than a multi-loop active
damping method during the control design. Due to the factors discussed above and the
popularity of the capacitor-current-feedback active damping technique, it is analyzed in
this thesis.

1.3.3 E ect of delay on active damping

Digital processing delay, present in modern digital control systems, deteriorates the per-
formance of active damping. That is, the active damping feedback signal may be modi ed
signi cantly by the delay causing insu cient damping or stability problems due to the
appearance of right-half-plane (RHP) poles in the output-current-control dynamics [28{
30, 34{38]. The delay nearly exclusively determines the performance and stability of
active damping as well as it imposes major design constraints. Accordingly, the condi-
tion where the resonant frequency (cf. Eq. (1.5)) of the LCL- Iter equals one-sixth of the
sampling frequency (fs) has been observed to be critical for stability of a grid-connected
converter [28, 29, 31, 34, 35, 37, 39, 40]. Accordingly, the active damping feedback has
to be modi ed depending on the resonant frequency of the LCL- Iter and the sampling
frequency of the control system in order to avoid delay-induced RHP-poles in the control
loop.

The system delay can either induce improved or inferior stability characteristics de-
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Fig. 1.7: Overview of single-current-feedback active damping schemes. Both inverter and grid-side
current controls are depicted.

pending on whether the control system uses inverter current feedback (ICF) or grid
current feedback (GCF) for control purposes. In fact, the delay is required for GCF
converters for stability to exist but, conversely, the system delay should be minimized for
ICF converters. Therefore, the ICF and GCF converters have nearly opposite stability
characteristics regarding the system delay [34, 39]. Consequently, active damping is not
necessary for ICF converter when f..s < f5=6 but required for stability when .5 > f;=6.
For the GCF converter, these conditions are reversed.

Considering the factors stated above, the relevancy of system delay on the overall
stability and, especially, on the active damping properties, should not be overlooked.
Accordingly, the delay imposes persistent design constraints as well as a risk for unstable
dynamics with both ICF and GCF converters. Aforementioned restrictions must be
taken into account when selecting the feedback method (ICF/GCF) as the delay a ects
the active damping design profoundly.

1.3.4 Single-current-feedback active damping

Additional current sensing for active damping will most likely increase the overall system
costs. Therefore, in order to decrease the costs, single-loop control strategies have been
studied for LCL- Itered converters in the recent literature, which rely only on inverter-
current (ICF) or grid-current feedbacks (GCF) [26, 32, 34, 39{42]. Single-loop control
method denotes a system, where the current control is used to prevent the LCL- Iter
resonance from destabilizing the system without additional active damping loops [34, 39,
40]. This can be done by utilizing delay compensation methods such as linear predictors
for ICF converters and delay-addition for GCF converters, i.e. the delay is minimized in
ICF applications and increased in GCF applications.

On the other hand, active damping can be implemented based on existing current

10
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measurements in the single-loop control scheme, i.e., an additional loop is formed from
the measured inverter or grid currents. For convenience, the single-current-feedback term
denotes here that the existing current measurements in the single-loop scheme are also
used for active damping. Corresponding methods have been successfully demonstrated
e.g. in [32, 36, 43, 44]. The additional loop distinguishes the conventional pure single-loop
methods from the modi ed single-current-feedback active damping methods. In order to
illustrate the topic further, Fig. 1.7 presents the simpli ed block diagram of the modi ed
single-loop control schemes.

Considering the stability and robustness, di erent conclusions have been made re-
garding, which of the single-current-feedback methods - ICF or GCF system - is the
best. Reference [32] concludes that the ICF method would be superior due to inherent
damping e ect of the aforementioned control solution. However, the e ect of system
delay is neglected in the analysis, which hides essential inherent properties of active
damping [34]. Single-current-feedback active damping was also proposed to be successful
for ICF converters in [43]. Conversely, the GCF system might be more convenient as
the system delay, persistent in digitally controlled systems, is bene cial for its stability
contrary to the ICF systems [34, 39]. Successful control system and active damping
implementations have been proposed for both ICF and GCF converters and no clear
consensus can be found whether one of the aforementioned method is superior over the
other [32, 36, 43, 44]. Therefore, the system dynamics of an ICF converter are further
elaborated in this thesis in order to widen the knowledge for corresponding converters.

The single-current-feedback scheme is inherently di erent from its capacitor-current-
feedback counterpart and, therefore, di erent dynamic properties are naturally imposed
in the converter dynamics. The di erences between the aforementioned two schemes need
to be highlighted in order to further improve the knowledge on single-current-feedback
active damping methods.

1.4 Impedance-based analysis

Considering the output terminal properties of a power electronic converter, a small-signal
response between the voltage and current at the same terminal represents an admittance
or impedance depending on the system con guration. In a grid-feeding converter (i.e.,
the output terminal current is controlled), the relation between the voltage and cur-
rent is considered as admittance, which represents the frequency-domain response of the
output current against output voltage perturbations. Conversely, for a grid-forming con-
verter (i.e., the output terminal voltage is controlled), the output impedance represents
the response of output voltage against the grid-current perturbations. Accordingly, the
responses can be expressed as Y, = ip,=U, and Z, = uUy=i, for the grid-feeding and grid-
forming converters, respectively. However, regarding the topic of the thesis, only the
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former is considered.

Active damping a ects the system dynamics (i.e., transfer functions) by modifying
the duty ratio of the converter and, thus, introducing an additional loop-structure inside
the output-current-control loop. As the output-current loop a ects the deviations be-
tween the measured and reference currents only within its bandwidth, the e ect of active
damping is visible at frequencies beyond the output-current loop. Thus, di erent output
impedance properties are obtained at the resonant frequency, which dictate the external
behavior of the converter, i.e., the susceptibility to the grid background harmonics and
harmonic instability.

The utility grid usually contains numerous power electronic devices as well as other
non-linear loads, which draw non-sinusoidal currents. Consequently, the current consists
of multiple harmonics, which interact with the grid impedance causing distortions in the
supply voltage waveform. The grid impedance is determined by the con guration of the
power delivery system including transmission cables, transformers and other power elec-
tronic devices. These a ect the grid impedance seen by grid-connected electrical systems
as illustrated in Fig. 1.8. Accordingly, the grid impedance at the point-of-common-
coupling (PCC) may contain several resonances along with the inductive characteristics
at higher frequencies, which makes the grid impedance estimation a challenging task
[45, 46].

If the grid voltage contains harmonics at a certain frequency, the operation of grid-
connected power-electronic converters can be disturbed. Accordingly, the injected current
(in grid-feeding converters) at the output terminal is a ected according to the Ohm’s
law as T, = 0,=Z, and, therefore, high output impedance prevents the grid-voltage
harmonics from a ecting the grid current. Considering active damping and the high-
frequency impedance behavior, high output impedance is required especially in multi-
parallel inverter systems, where inverters can interact with each other and cause the
point-of-common coupling (PCC) voltage to oscillate [47, 48]. Low output impedance
allows such oscillations to be transferred into the grid current, which can further enhance
the PCC voltage distortions via the grid impedance.

Grid current oscillations may occur also without signi cant grid background har-
monics. This is caused by the nite grid impedance, which interacts with the output
impedance of the converter, i.e., impedance-based interactions occur. Harmonic insta-
bilities and resonances in solar power plants have revealed that such interactions may
cause severe damage to the system hardware and impair the power quality in the grid
[49]. These power quality problems, however, are not purely dependent on the internal
stability of interconnected converters, and their stable control systems do not necessar-
ily guarantee absence of harmonic resonances. Therefore, accurate output impedance
models are essential when predicting the possibility for impedance-based interactions in
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Fig. 1.8: Grid-interface of a three-phase grid-connected converter.

grid-connected applications. The frequency-domain behavior of output impedance can
be obtained either by frequency-domain measurements, which can be di cult and time-
consuming for high-power applications, or by analytical models. Analytical models (i.e.,
small-signal models), naturally, o er a very cost-e cient way to evaluate the stability of
the grid-interface and, thus, the possibility for impedance-based interactions is decreased
as the control system design can be carried out accordingly.

Considering aforementioned issues, impedance-based stability analysis has gained
increasing attention in recent publications regarding the stability of three-phase grid-
connected converters [50{62]. Output impedance has been observed to a ect signi cantly
the instability sensitivity of the converter, and the risks for impedance-based instability
arise especially, for a grid-feeding converter, when the converter is connected to a weak
grid (i.e., high impedance grid) [50, 52, 56, 63, 64]. Both dg-domain [52, 59, 64{67] and
sequence-domain impedance models [51, 56{58] have been widely utilized in the analysis
of impedance-based stability.

The impedance-based stability is assessed by using the Nyquist stability criterion,
which analyses the ratio of grid impedance and converter output impedance as Zy4=Z,
(for grid-feeding converter) [50]. Aforementioned impedance ratio is also known as the
inverse minor-loop gain in DC-DC systems. Risk for instability is present if the grid
impedance magnitude exceeds the converter output impedance as jZg4j=jZ,j 1 and the
phase di erence of the two impedances exceeds or equals 180 degrees. In passive circuits,
this phase di erence is not achievable as the phase of individual impedances is restricted
to 90 ...+90 . However, the output impedance is a ected by control structures, e.g.,
the phase-locked loop (PLL), which forces the converter output impedance to be 180
within its bandwidth inducing negative resistor-like behavior [52, 55, 58, 64, 66, 68].
Moreover, the output impedance can become also non-passive (active-type) under certain
conditions due to the delay in the control system [51, 61, 69]. Accordingly, the delay seems
to impose a major risk for the impedance-based instability by inducing active-type (i.e.,
negative real-part) impedance characteristics. Similar results are also presented in this
thesis regarding the active damping, thus complying with the observations of active-type
output impedance.
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Even though active damping a ects the output impedance signi cantly, there is no
explicit analysis in the literature considering the issue, and some publications have only
brie y discussed the topic. For example, passivity-based stability and impedance analysis
for power electronic converters with active damping were discussed in [18, 63, 65, 70{
73], but the comprehensive parametric in uence of the active damping on the output
impedance was not analyzed nor the actual impedances are experimentally veri ed in
[18, 65, 70, 71, 73]. Output impedance analysis with active damping was presented
brie y for GCF converters in [74], but the e ect of the delay was neglected, which hides
important information regarding the ratio of LCL- Iter resonant and sampling frequen-
cies. Furthermore, the impedances were not veri ed experimentally in the aforementioned
paper. Active damping of DC-DC converters and its impedance properties were analyzed
in [75], but the results are not directly applicable for DC-AC grid-connected converters
with LCL- Iters.

Clearly, the e ect of the traditional capacitor-current-feedback active damping on the
output impedance needs to be further clari ed considering the lack of explicit analysis on
the topic. Furthermore, as the single-current-feedback active damping scheme provides
an attractive alternative due to its simple and inexpensive implementation, the single-
current-feedback scheme and its output impedance properties are analyzed and compared
to the multi-current counterpart. Due to the absence of proper research on the topic, this
thesis provides incremental knowledge on the multi and single-current-feedback schemes.
Severe impedance-based stability problems and harmonic resonances can be avoided if
proper impedance modi cation via active damping is performed as will be discussed in
this thesis.

1.5 Objectives and scienti ¢ contributions

This thesis presents a comprehensive small-signal model of a grid-connected PV inverter
with active damping using multi-variable small-signal modeling technique. Accurate pre-
dictions of inverter transfer functions are obtained, which are utilized to elaborate the
active-damping-induced properties on the output impedance and overall system dynam-
ics. Furthermore, the stability criteria for the active damping are studied for LCL- Iter
resonant frequencies both lower and higher than the critical frequency of fs=6 with multi-
current as well as single-current-feedback schemes. Accordingly, active damping design
criteria are presented and clari ed for ICF converters by using both root trajectory and
frequency-domain analysis. In addition, the parametric in uence of the active damping
on the output impedance characteristics is explicitly analyzed. It is shown that the ac-
tive damping design has a signi cant e ect on the output impedance and, therefore, the
impedance analysis should be utilized in the converter design for improved robustness
against background harmonics and impedance-based interactions.
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The scienti ¢ contribution of this thesis can be summarized as follows:

An accurate small-signal model characterizing the open and closed-loop dynamics
of a three-phase grid-connected PV inverter with LCL- Iter is formulated in this
thesis. So far, explicit small-signal models for the corresponding inverter topology
do not exist in the literature.

Active damping and its e ect on the system dynamics are analyzed by utilizing
multi-variable modeling method, which is a novel way to study active damping.
This allows explicit and accurate analysis of active damping on the system dy-
namics and it signi cantly simpli es the model derivation, which can be done with
comparable e ort to simple DC-DC converters.

Output impedance characteristics for the capacitor-current-feedback active damp-
ing are presented for the rst time in literature. This introduces a useful method
to further improve the active damping design, which usually concentrates on the
stability evaluation of the output-current control. Accordingly, the external char-
acteristics of the inverter can be conveniently analyzed and, thus, the robustness
against harmonic instability can be improved.

Single-current-feedback active damping and its impedance properties are presented
and, therefore, important information regarding the di erences between the multi-
current and single-current-feedback schemes are obtained.

1.6 Related publications and author’s contribution

The following publications form the basis of this thesis.

[P1] Aapro, A., Messo, T., Roinila, T. and Suntio, T. (2017). \E ect of active damping on
output impedance of three-phase grid-connected converter", in IEEE Transactions
on Industrial Electronics, (accepted for publication).

[P2] Aapro, A., Messo, T. and Suntio, T. (2016). \Output impedance of grid-connected
converter with active damping and feed-forward schemes", in IEEE Annual Confer-
ence of the IEEE Industrial Electronics Society, IECON’16, pp. 2361 { 2366.

[P3] Aapro, A., Messo, T. and Suntio, T. (2016). \E ect of single-current-feedback active
damping on the output impedance of grid-connected inverter”, in IEEE European
Conference on Power Electronics and Applications, EPE’16 ECCE Europe, pp. 1 {
10.

[P4] Aapro, A., Messo, T. and Suntio, T. (2015). \E ect of active damping on the output
impedance of PV inverter”, in IEEE Workshop on Control and Modeling for Power
Electronics, COMPEL’15, pp. 1 { 8.
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[P5] Aapro, A., Messo, T. and Suntio, T. (2015). \An accurate small-signal model of a
three-phase VSI-based photovoltaic inverter with LCL- Iter", in IEEE International
Conference on Power Electronics and ECCE Asia, ICPE’15 ECCE Asia, pp. 2267
{ 2274.

[P6] Messo, T., Aapro, A. and Suntio, T. (2016). \Design of grid-voltage feedforward
to increase impedance of grid-connected three-phase inverters with LCL- Iter™, in
IEEE International Power Electronics and Motion Control Conference, IPEMC’16
ECCE Asia, pp. 1{6.

[P7] Messo, T., Aapro, A. and Suntio, T. (2015). \Generalized multi-variable small-signal
model of three-phase grid-connected inverter in DQ-domain", in IEEE Workshop on
Control and Modeling for Power Electronics, COMPEL’15, pp. 1 { 8.

Publications [P1]-[P5] are written and the analysis is performed by the author. How-
ever, Assistant Professor Tuomas Messo helped with the writing process by providing
insightful comments regarding both the mathematical aspects and the writing itself. Fur-
thermore, he helped with the laboratory setup used in the experimental measurements.
Professor Teuvo Suntio, the supervisor of this thesis, gave valuable comments regarding
these publications.

In [P6] and [P7], the author of this thesis contributed to the publications by providing
comments on the theory of corresponding articles and helping to formulate the small-
signal models.

1.7 Structure of the thesis

The rest of the thesis is organized as follows. Chapter 2 discusses the small-signal mod-
eling for a three-phase grid-connected converter at open loop. Chapter 3 presents the
closed-loop formulation of the corresponding system with active damping, where both the
multi-current and single-current-feedback schemes are analyzed. Moreover, the stability
analysis regarding the active damping design is presented. Chapter 4 concentrates on
the output impedance analysis, and the active-damping-induced properties are explained.
Experimental evidence as well as the validation of the models and analyses are presented
in Chapter 5. The nal conclusions are drawn and the future research topics discussed
in Chapter 6.
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2 SMALL-SIGNAL MODELING OF A THREE-PHASE
GRID-CONNECTED INVERTER

This chapter presents the small-signal model for a current-fed grid-connected three-phase
inverter with LCL-type grid- Iter in s-domain. Modeling is performed according to the
well-known state-space averaging methods, and the open-loop system transfer functions
are derived, which are later used to formulate the closed-loop system.
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Fig. 2.1: Three-phase grid-connected current-fed VSI-type inverter with LCL-type grid Iter.

The converter topology, analyzed in this thesis, is depicted in Fig. 2.1. Considering the
terminal constraints discussed in Chapter 1, the system inputs are selected accordingly,
i.e., the input is supplied by a current source ij, and the output is loaded by a xed
grid voltage Uc,b,cyn- According to the control engineering principles, the inputs of a
system cannot be controlled, thus, they act as disturbance elements regarding the system
dynamics. The output variables are, therefore, the input voltage u;, and the grid phase
currents i_(a,b,c)- Note that in the modeling, the inverter-side inductor currents i 1¢ab.c)
are considered as intermediate output variables, because they are the actual controlled
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Chapter 2. Small-signal modeling of a three-phase grid-connected inverter

variables in the corresponding inverter system.

2.1 Average model

Small-signal modeling begins by deriving the average-valued equations over one switching
cycle, which can be obtained from Fig. 2.1. By assuming continuous-conduction mode
(CCM), the currents of the inductors are either increasing or decreasing and do not re-
main zero, thus, the system switches between two linear networks. The average model is
derived per-phase, rst by closing the upper switch in each phase and deriving expres-
sion for the inductor voltages and capacitor currents as well as for the output variables.
Correspondingly, similar procedure is performed, when the lower switch of each phase
is closed. The result is averaged over one switching cycle yielding the average-valued
equations shown in (2.1)-(2.6). In the corresponding equations, req denotes the combi-
nation of the switch on-time resistance rg, and the inductor ESR value r_ and rce p,c)
corresponds to the ESR of the Iter capacitor. Average-valued variables are denoted with
brackets, which is customary in the eld of power electronics.

hup 11 = dihuijni (req + rCn)hilei huckl rckhicki  husyi; k =a;b;c (21)

hupoki = (riok + rehicoki + rekhicakd  hugnd + husni +hucki; k= a;b;c (2.2)
hicki = hipiki  hipoki; k=a;b;c 2.3)
huini = hucini; (2.4)
hicinl = hijni  dahi 141 dghipipi  dchipaci; (2.5)
hiol = hipoki; k = a;b;c: (2.6)

As a steady-state is required for the linearized model and the average model is derived
for a three-phase system, Egs. (2.1)-(2.6) have to be transformed into rotating vector
according to the space-vector theory. Correspondingly, a three-phase variable can be
expressed as a complex valued vector x(t) and real valued zero sequence component
Xz (t). However, a symmetrical and ideal grid condition is assumed, thus the zero sequence
component is zero. Fig. 2.2 depicts a space vector u in both synchronous and stationary
reference frames.

The phase representation can be easily transformed into the stationary reference frame
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Fig. 2.2: Space vector in both stationary and synchronous reference frames.

requiring only a constant multiplication. Accordingly, the real and imaginary parts of
the space vector, i.e. the alpha and beta components can be expressed by

X 20 = 5 (a0 + X607 D4 xe(e 2 =x @+ix @ @D
2
1 5 3 Xalt)
X ()= 29 0 % % gﬁ Xp () £ (2.8)
2 2 3 Xe(t)
Xe(®) = 506 + Xp(0) + Xc(0) 29

The coe cient 2/3 in aforementioned equations is a scalar, which scales the magnitude
of the space vector equal to the peak value of the phase variables for symmetrical phases.
Generally, the coe cient is chosen as 2/3 or = 2=3 depending on if the amplitude or
power invariant form is used, respectively.

According to (2.7), the average-valued equations in (2.1)-(2.6) can be expressed rst
in the stationary reference frame by transforming the three-phase representation into the
corresponding space-vector form. The voltage across the inverter-side inductor can be
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given as (denoting vectors as underlined letters)

hu i = (reg + rca)hip (i +dhujni huc,i + reghiod

%(ei0 +el? =B 4+ eI% F)hygyi: (2.10)

The common-mode voltage ugy becomes zero as el® + eJ2 =3 + el4 =3 = 0, hence, Eq.
(2.10) can be presented by

Furthermore, the grid-side inductor voltage can be given by

and the Iter capacitor current by

hici = hi i hi,i: (2.13)

As the stationary-reference-frame model cannot be linearized due to constantly vary-
ing operating point, the space-vector theory is applied to transform the aforementioned
equations into a synchronous reference frame by substituting x3(t) = x(t)e 1'st, where
the superscript ’s’ denotes the synchronous reference frame and I is the synchronous
frequency. According to the de nition for the transformation, a grid angle is subtracted
from the rotating stationary reference frame counterpart and, thus, the vector in the
dg-domain appears to be constant. The synchronous reference frame representations for
(2.11)-(2.13) can be given according to transformation shown in (2.14).

dhi i dhif,i
dt ~  dt

hip i = hi§ jiet*st ¥ el tst+ jUhiS ied st (2.14)

By substituting (2.14) into (2.11) and rearranging yields

o h
LTI (Feq + rc + jYsLohig 10 + rchif i hugi - (2.19)

1
dt L1

Similar procedures are performed for all stationary-reference-frame variables and, accord-

20



2.1. Average model

ingly, the synchronous form for the grid-side inductor can be expressed by

dhiSLZi 1 h : S & S o§ S 3 s-i
at = o (rig +re +jLo)hifoi +rehif ;i +hugi  hudi ; (2.16)
2

and for capacitor voltage by

s : h i
Ml = 2 hizyi hif,i jrCudi (2.17)

The total current owing into the inverter bridge, i.e., itot = lin Icin, can be given with
the inverse Park’s transformation as itot = dahip1ai+dghip1pi+dchipici = gRefgshjs,_li g
= %[ddhiudi + dghi_14i] and, therefore, the input-capacitor current can be expressed as

h i
hicini = hijni g dghip1qi + dghip1qi : (2.18)

Consequently, the time derivative for the input capacitor voltage can be expressed by

. h i

dhugini _ 1M 3, o

di'” =& (ddhivaai + dghivsqi) + hini - (2.19)
n

Furthermore, the input voltage and the output current can be expressed by
hujni = hucini; (2.20)

hisi = hiS ,i: (2.21)

Considering the nal steady-state formulation, Egs. (2.15) - (2.21) in the synchronous
reference frame are divided into direct and quadrature components as x3(t) = Xq(t) +
JXq(t). Note that Eq. (2.15) contains a uj,-term which has to be replaced by (2.20). By
substituting (2.20) into (2.15) and dividing the average-valued equations into direct and
quadrature components yields:

dhigggi 1D o o .
at = L—l (req + rc)hipagi + Yshahipagi + rehipogi
i

hucgi + dghucini ; (2.22)
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.. h
Mital = 25 (g rdhivagl oLabivsal + rehiyzg
dt Ly ;
hugqi + dghuigini ; (2.23)
. h i
dh'('j-fd' = Li (rLz + rhiLagi + VoLohiy2qi + rchivigi +hucai i ; (2.24)
2
. h i
% = Li (r|_2 + rc)hiqui T Lohipogl + rchiqui + hUqu hqui y (225)
2
. h i
dhucinl 1 3 A .. ..
d(;'” = & 3 dghiL1qi + dghiLiqi =+ hiini ; (2.26)
. h i
dhucgi 1. . .. .
d(t:d = c hicagi  hipogi + 1sChucqi ; (2.27)
. h i
dhucgl 17, . . .
ch =z hipgqi  Nipoqi  1sChucgi ; (2.28)
hUini = hUCini; (2.29)
higgl = hipogl; (2.30)
hiogi = hiLaqi: (2.31)

Egs. (2.22) - (2.31) are known as the synchronous-reference-frame average-valued model
for a current-fed VSI.

2.2 Operating point

The steady-state operating point can be obtained from the average-valued model by set-
ting the derivatives to zero and all the variables are replaced with their average-valued
terms denoted by corresponding upper case letters. As the inverter-side-inductor cur-
rent is the controlled variable, which is synchronized with the point-of-common coupling
(PCC) voltage, then I 1q = 0 and Uoq = 0 in the steady state. The g-component of
the inverter-side-inductor current (I 1) is set to zero since unity power factor is desired.
However, a small amount of reactive power is transferred into the grid (i.e., I 2q & 0),
which is usually limited by proper selection of the capacitor.

By considering the operating conditions stated above, the steady state can be derived
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2.2. Operating point

as
Reqliia + rcliza Ucd + DgUin = 0; (2.32)
kalLig + rcliog Ucq + DgUin = 0; (2.33)
Uin = Ucin; (2.34)
3
EDdlle + lin =0; (2.35)
Kiliaqg Uca =0; (2.36)
Kiloa  Kilpia  Ucq =05 (2.37)
koUcq koRlL2q  lioda =05 (2.38)
RKkaliog  Korcliig  kKoUcd +koUod  log =0, (2.39)
where k; = % k, = ,—1|_2 Req = leq + I'c and R = r» + rc. Now by substituting

(2.36) and (2.37) into (2.38) and (2.39) and solving for I g and I o4 yield

2linK 3DgRU
|L2d — in ILngK d od (2.40)

and

2IinKILq + 3DdRU0d KUo )
3DgK ’

||_2q = (241)
where K 4 = k% kiks + Rrg, K||_q = korc + kiR Kirc, Kyo = ki ko and K =
R? + (k; k2)?. The steady-state for Dq and Dq can be calculated by substituting
(2.40) and (2.41) into (2.32) and (2.33), respectively. Appendix A provides a complete
MATLAB-code for calculating the steady state with parasitics. Simpli ed values for Dy
and Dq without the parasitic elements can be given by

Uod

Dd = —FF—F——5,
9T Un(1 CL212)

(2.42)
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_2|in!s L1+L2 L1L2C!52 .

2.43
3 Uog (243)

Dy

The linearization process is described in detail in the next section.

2.3 Linearized model

As can be seen from the average-valued model, some equations contain two input or
state variables multiplied with each other, e.g. dhucini. Therefore, the average model,
in this case, is actually nonlinear and does not su ce for a small-signal model due to
presence of nonlinear dependency between variables. Thus, the equations are linearized
by calculating partial derivatives for each state, input and output variables thus removing
the aforementioned nonlinearity. Accordingly, the obtained linearized equations can be
given by

diLgg 1 h A A 9
dt e rl (req =+ rC)Ile + !SLlll_]_q + rcliad ocd
i
+Dglcin + Uindy ; (2.44)
o 1 h
Jth - L, (reg + rc)iig  tsbafiaa +refizg  Ocq
i
+quCin =+ Uind\q X (245)
o 1 h i
(;I_t2d L (rez + re)iizg + Ysbafiog + refilia + 0ca Qod (2.46)
R0 1 h !
cll_tzq =5 (ria+ro)iiag  Yskofioa + i+ 0cq Qo ; (2.47)
h i
dOcin 1 3 A 3 A A lin A
dt Cin g dtid  5altla T hn [ Td @49
h i
do 1
did =z fLia Loa + 1sClcq ; (2.49)
h i
do 1
d:::q = c /?qu /i\qu 1.Clcy ; (2:50)
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2.3. Linearized model

Qin = Ocin; (2.51)
Tod =TL2d; (2.52)

According to (2.44) - (2.53), a linearized state-space can be formulated as

d&(t) _
= AR(t) + Bo(t) (2.54)

§(t) = C&(t) + DO(Y)

where & = [fL1a;T1q;T20; TL2g; Oca; Ocq; Ocin] - represents a vector of state variables,
0= [’?in; Ood; ()oq;d\d;d\q]T represents a vector of input variables and §=[0i, 1d, ’?qu,
Tod ’?Oq]T is the vector for output variables. The state matrices in (2.54) can be given
according to (2.44)-(2.53) by

2 3
=L 0 Fooom
r
!s ﬁ 0 Irf 0 Lil L—lq
e 0 fztre g L% 0 0
A= 0 = I fzire o0 £ 0 (2.55)
c% 0 c% 0 0o 1, 0
0 c% 0 c% I. 0 0
D D
gc;; gc;; 0 0 0 0 O
2 3
0 0 0 Hi 0
1
Uin
0 0 0 0 ™
0 L% 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0
1 lin
Cin 0 O DdCin O
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Chapter 2. Small-signal modeling of a three-phase grid-connected inverter

2 3
00001
10000
C=80 1000 (2.57)
00100
00010
D=0 (2.58)

The linearized state-space can be given in the Laplace domain by replacing the derivative
operator 'd=dt’ with the Laplace-operator ’s’

sX(s) = AX(s) + BU(s)

: (2.59)
Y (s) =CX(s) + DU (s)

In order to nalize the small-signal modeling procedure, the transfer functions between
input and output variables can be solved according to (2.59) as

Y()= C(sl A) 'B+D U(s)=GuU(s): (2.60)

The transfer function matrix Gy is known as the H-parameter representation, i.e.,
when the inverter is analyzed as current-input-current-output system, which was dis-
cussed earlier considering the terminal constraints of the converter. Transfer functions
of the system can be given by

2 3 3 3 42 3
Qin 0| d Tcl)_i|—q GCI d Glc_g—q pi\in
TL1d |oL d oL d Gg'L—qd Gel GCHL—qd Ood
/?qu |0L q oL -dq GoHL q G(:L -dq Glc_'L-q 0Oq : (2.61)
?Od |o -d H Yo qd Gco d GcHo qd dd
/i\oq G:_cg - Yoqu Yoqu GcHo -dq GcHo - d\q

Considering the second and third rows of the matrix, the subscript 'L’ denotes inverter-
side-current-related transfer functions, which are intermediate output variables. Note
that the topology of the converter dictates that the current should ow outwards into
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2.3. Linearized model

the grid, but the output admittance is determined by the current owing in it, which
is the opposite regarding the originally selected direction in Fig. 2.1. Therefore, the
output voltage Uq.(q,q) actually perturbs a current opposite in sign and the corresponding
admittances Yy, Yo qa» Youq @Nd Yoy have to multiplied by a coe cient -1".

In multi-variable systems, e.g., in the dg-domain analysis, the inputs, states and
outputs can have n channels. Correspondingly, variables can be given as one vector
consisting of two or more channels as X = [X1;X2;  ;Xn]'. Naturally for the dg-domain,
X = [Xd;Xq]", i.e., n = 2. Consequently, transfer functions between input and output

variable vectors can be modeled as n  n matrices, that is [76, 77]

2 3
Gu1 Gin
G(s) = § © . Gon é: (2.62)
Gn:1 Gn2 Gnn

The transfer matrix Gy in (2.61) can be, thus, simpli ed and presented by using transfer
matrices due to the inherent multi-variable nature of the inverter [52, 76{79]. By com-
bining the d and g-components and their cross-coupling terms into two-by-two matrices,
the transfer function matrix Gy in (2.61) can be given as

2 3
Zin Toi G(:i

Gio Yo Gco

Note that according to topological properties of the inverter in Fig. 2.1, the input voltage
0in and the input current I, are scalar variables, hence, the input impedance Zj, in (2.63)
is also a scalar.

Regarding the dynamical representation of the system, i.e. individual input-to-output
responses, corresponding transfer functions are presented for output variables with sep-
arate components as well as with the multi-variable representation in (2.64)-(2.71) ac-
cording to (2.61) and (2.63), respectively.

Oin = Z{Min + Tét 400 + T4 0oq + GH_gdy + GH_,dq (2.64)
Oin = ZinTin + Toi0, + Ggid (2.65)
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fL1a = Gl alin + GHl_g0oa + GoL-qdlogq + GH du + GCHL-qdd\q (2.66)
Mg = G!?)L.q’?in + GoHL-dQOOd + Gg‘L-qOOQ + G::_'L-dqa\d + G':L-qd\q (2.67)
i1 = GioLfin + Go L0, + G f (2.68)
fod = Gloglin - Yatulod  YogaOoq + Ghbqdu + G 4ady (2.69)
og =Gl glin  Yoluqlod  Yayloq + Ghhaqda + G 4 dy (2.70)
12 =Giolin  Yol, + G (2.70)

In the aforementioned open-loop output dynamics, considering (2.64) and (2.65), Zi,
is the input impedance of the system, Tgi.(q,q) iS known as the reverse transfer function
and Ggj.cq,q) is the control-to-input-voltage transfer function. Output current dynam-
ics can be presented by (2.66)-(2.68) for the inverter-side current and by (2.69)-(2.71)
for the grid current. Accordingly, Gioio-a,q) represent the input-to-output transfer
function or the forward current gain, Y.(d,q,qd,dg) 1S the output admittance with cross-
coupling elements, Gy .(d,q,qd,dg) 1S the output-to-inductor current transfer function with
cross-coupling elements, Geo ci-(d,q,qd,dq) IS Known as the control-to-output-current trans-
fer function, which also includes cross-coupling terms between components as shown in
(2.66)-(2.71).

A linear network model, which characterizes the terminal and dynamical behavior of
the converter, depicted in Fig. 2.3, can be presented according to the transfer function
matrix (2.63). The e ect of the non-ideal source and load is included as a parallel in-
put admittance Ys and a series grid impedance Zg, respectively. Moreover, the CL-part
of the Iter is shown separately for demonstrative purposes in order to highlight the
intermediate-output-variable-like nature of the inverter-side inductor current. Accord-
ingly, the aforementioned linear network model needs to be further elaborated as the
CL-part and corresponding transfer functions are not yet determined.

The small-signal model of the CL- Iter can be derived according to Fig. 2.4, where
the Iter input variables are the inverter-side inductor currents i, 1¢apc) and the grid
phase-voltages Uyea,b,cyn- Furthermore, the Iter output variables are the voltages across
the capacitors Uc(a,b,cy and the output currents i, e b,c). Accordingly, by applying well-
known averaging methods shown earlier, state matrices for the CL- Iter can be given

by
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_____ PVG ___________P_o_v&_'e_r_sfa_g_e_________ CL-filter Grid

| i 1 Ze |
| > - !
| I A |
: Lo T é G i |
oA [N oi Zo joL bin I
! "n YI in: !
:"SCD I” ‘g? !
| b Gciﬂ' i
___________________________ j--------------

Fig. 2.3: Source-load-a ected open-loop model of a three-phase grid-connected PV inverter.

2 r,_zL-;I’c !s %2 0
!s rio+rc 0 1
Ar = 1 L2 e 7 (2.72)
1 0 0 0
0 1 0 0
2 3
e 0o & o0
0 re 0 1 z
B :§ L. L 4. 2.73
f 1 0 0 0 (2.73)
0 1 0 0
2 3
rc 0 10
0 re 0 1
C =§ z; 2.74
f 1 0 00 (2.74)
0 1 00
2
rc 0 0 0
0 re 0 OZ
D =§ : 2.75
f 0 0 00 (2.75)
0 0 00

Clearly, switches are absent from the Iter model and, therefore, only one linear circuit
is present. The obtained average-valued model is, in fact, also the linear representation
of the Iter. Accordingly, the transfer function matrix of the Iter can be given by
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loa Moa

>
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i
Ug, L2b “L2b

iy U,

Fig. 2.4: Linear model of a CL-type Iter.

2 3 2 32 3
Otd Zinf d  Zinf qd  Toif d  Toif qd I 1d

§ Oq zzg Zinf dq Zinf q  Toif dg  Toif g zé TL1q Z (2.76)
L2d Giof d  Giof qd Yof d Yof qd Ood '
/i\LZq Giof dq Giof q Yof dq Yof q Ooq

Similarly, it should be noted that Eq. (2.76) can be also presented by using the multi-
variable notation by

' # " #" R #
O; — Zing  Toif 11 .77)
IELQ G‘iof Yof Qo

Matrices in (2.77) are used to represent the open-loop dynamics of a CL- Iter shown in
Fig. 2.3.

2.4 Source-a ected model

Photovoltaic generator induces varying dynamical resistance (rpy) connected across the
input terminal of the converter. This has to be considered in the dynamical model in
order to analyze the converter dynamics correctly [4]. As shown in Fig. 2.3, a non-ideal
source with nite admittance Y is assumed here, which can be included in the open-loop
dynamics of the system. Accordingly, the real input current (i,) of the converter is
a ected by the non-ideal source current Tins as well as the parallel admittance Ys and
can be expressed as
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2.4. Source-a ected model

/i\in = /i\ins YsQin: (2.78)

Consequently, the input voltage dynamics can be presented by substituting (2.78) into
the nominal open-loop input voltage dynamics as

Qin =Zip Tins  YsOin + Toi0, + G d:
G, P (2.79)
1+Z, Y=

Toi
1+zmvsgo +
The source-a ected input current can be expressed as in (2.80), which is then substituted
into the open-loop dynamics of the inverter and grid currents.

N

ZinYs & YT YGa 4
1+Z Ys ™ 1+Z Yo ° 1+Z. Y

’i\in: 1

(2.80)

Accordingly, the source-a ected dynamics for input voltage, inductor current and grid
current can be given by

Zin A Toi Gci N
in=——="lins + 0, + ; 2.81
Oin =17 Z.Ys ™ 1+Z, Yo 0 1+Z,.Ys (2:81)
A ZinYS A . YSToi
1, =Gjo. 1 m lins + Gg GIOLm Yo
YsG,i
+ GCL GiOL#-CIYS a, (282)
n
A Zian A . YsToi
1, =Gj m lins Yo+ G'Om Yo
Y.G...
=+ GCO Giol_'_siZ-CIYS §: (283)
n

The source-a ected transfer function matrix can be given according to (2.81)-(2.83) by

31



Chapter 2. Small-signal modeling of a three-phase grid-connected inverter

zs Ty G
ﬁe.oL 2 Gy 5
G, Y5 G

2 7. 3
oi ci
1+Z nYs 1+Z; Ys 1+Z; Vs
Z. Ys s Toi sG i
§ GjoL 1 1+§1 Vs GoL Gl0L1+z nYs GeL GI0L1+z C\'/ Z (2.84)
ZmYS
1 1+Z, Ys Y Gio 1+Z Ys Gco G'01+Z nYs

The impedance-based stability analysis, elaborated in Chapter 4, can be carried out
for the input interface by investigating the impedance ratio (i.e., the minor loop gain)
Z,=Zs; Zs = 1=Ys. However, this is not in the scope of this thesis and is not discussed
further.

2.5 Load-a ected model

So far, an ideal load (i.e., the utility grid) has been assumed in the analysis, which
translates to a zero series impedance with the sti voltage load. However, a real grid
contains a nite input impedance, which can signi cantly a ect the behavior of the
interconnected inverter and, therefore, the e ect of the load should be considered as a
part of the converter dynamic model [50]. The procedure shown here yields the load-
a ected model, which can be utilized to analyze the e ect of the grid on an arbitrary
system transfer function.

The non-ideal load is shown in Fig. 2.3 as a series impedance Zg4 with the real grid
voltage 0, . Itis assumed that no parallel components in the load impedance are present
for simplicity. Interactions at the output terminal may occur as the output current of the
converter a ects the voltage at the PCC (Q,) via the grid impedance. Correspondingly,
the grid voltage &, a ects the output current via the output admittance Y.

Regarding the derivation of the load-a ected small-signal model, Fig. 2.5 is used
instead of Fig. 2.3 in order to express the load-a ected transfer functions according to
their nominal open-loop counterparts shown in (2.63). The grid current can be expressed
according to Fig. 2.5 by

To = Gioli‘in Yo, + Gcoé\: (2.85)
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2.5. Load-a ected model

iin

Fig. 2.5: Load-a ected model of a grid-connected inverter at open loop.

Moreover, the voltage at the PCC, i.e., 0, can be given by

0, = Zgl, + 0y ; (2.86)
where the grid impedance matrix can be presented by

" #

Zgd Zg
Zy= gd  “gqd . (2.87)
Zg-dq Zg-q

By substituting (2.86) into (2.85) yields

1, =Gili, Yo Zgi,+0, + Geod) (2.88)

which can be rearranged as follows

=0+ YoZg) 'Gioli, (I1+ YoZg) Yol + (1+YoZg) 1Geod: (2.89)

where 1 is the identity matrix with suitable dimensions. From (2.89) the load-a ected
transfer functions for the output current can be presented by
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Gl = (1 +YoZg) 'Gio; (2.90)
Y5 =+ YeZg) Yo (2.91)
Gl = (1 +YoZg) Geo; (2.92)

where the superscript 'L’ denotes the load-a ected transfer functions.
The e ect of the grid impedance on the inverter-side inductor current i, ; can be
derived as follows. By substituting (2.89) into (2.86) and solving for &, yields

Qo = ZG[(I + Yozg) 1G‘io/i\in (I + YoZg) lYoQoL (2-93)
+(1+YoZg) 1Geodl + 0 (2.94)

Furthermore, the open-loop representation for inverter-side inductor current can be given
by

i\Ll = GioLTin + GoL 0, + G & (2.95)

By substituting @, in (2.95) by (2.93) and solving for’iLl yields the load-a ected inverter-
side inductor current, which can be now presented by

11 =[GioL + GoL Zg(1 + YoZg) *Giolfin
+[GoL  GoLZg(l + YoZg) 1Yol0o (2.96)
+[GeL + GoL Zg(1 + YoZg) 1Geold

Accordingly, the load-a ected transfer functions for the inverter-side inductor current
can be given by

Gl = GioL + Gor Zg(1 + YoZg) 1Gio; (2.97)
G =GoL  GoLZg(l + YoZg) 1Yo (2.98)
Gh = GeL + GoL Zg(1 + YoZg) 1Geo: (2.99)
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3 ACTIVE-DAMPING-AFFECTED CLOSED-LOOP
MODEL

This chapter discusses on the inherent properties of active damping as well as presents
the closed-loop model of a grid-connected converter with both single and multi-current-
feedback active-damping schemes. First, the closed-loop model in case of the multi-
current-feedback scheme is derived, which is followed by the single-current-feedback coun-
terpart. Furthermore, control system design and stability evaluation are presented in case
of both multi and single-current schemes, which are supported by Bode-plot and root-
locus analyses. The operating point and the component values used in the following
analysis are given in Table 3.1. The controller parameters can be found in Appendix B.
For clari cation, the power stage as well as the control system con guration are illus-
trated in Fig. 3.1.

Table 3.1: Operating point and component values.

Parameter Value Parameter  Value
Uin 415V Cin 1.9 mF
lin 6.6 A L, 2.5 mH

Ugrid,rms 120 V ra 65 m
Voria; ¥s 2 60 rad/s Cst 10 F
fs 6{8{20 kHz rcs 10 m

Tres 2.29 kHz L, 0.6 mH
fs=Fres 2.6{3.5{8.7 re 22 m
Fsw 10m

3.1 Active damping considerations

This section brie y discusses the relevant factors in the design of active damping. Ac-
cordingly, the derivation of the active-damping-feedback coe cient is performed, and its
physical meaning regarding the system dynamics is elaborated. Moreover, as the system
delay imposes signi cant design constraints for active damping, the e ect of delay on
frequency-domain analysis is discussed.
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Chapter 3. Active-damping-a ected closed-loop model

Fig. 3.1: Depiction of the power stage and control system con guration.

3.1.1 Active damping feedback coe cient

The active damping a ects the open-loop dynamics via the capacitor-current feedback
by changing the linearized equations describing the state-space of the converter (cf. Egs.
(2.44)-(2.53)). This e ect can be realized by replacing the perturbed duty ratio in the
open-loop state space by the active-damping-a ected form. Accordingly, the selection
of the active damping gain as Rq=Uj, can be well justi ed. By considering the e ect
of active damping feedback on the system state space, its physical meaning can be also
clearly understood.

Active damping a ects directly the perturbed duty ratio as (by neglecting the delay
for simplicity)

d=¢ Gapolcr 3.1

where ¢ is the control-signal vector (i.e., the output of the current controller) and Gap
is the active damping transfer matrix. Di erent duty-ratio-a ecting active damping
methods can be implemented by modifying the corresponding feedback matrix or the
feedback signal. However, only the capacitor-current-feedback method is discussed for
simplicity. Accordingly, the linearized state-space equations, directly a ected by the duty
ratio perturbation, are the d and g-component of the inverter-side inductor current as

diLag
dt

1
= L (req + rc)fiag + YsLafiig + refiog
Octd + DaOcin + Uindy ; 3E.2)
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3.1. Active damping considerations

diLy 1
at 4= ™ (Feg +rc)Tiag  Vshafiig + rchiog
1

Oqu + DqOCin + Uind\q ; (3-3)

where req = 'Ly + Fswitch-

In a passively damped system, the Iter capacitor is connected in series with an
additional damping resistor. Thus, considering Egs. (3.2) and (3.3), the parameter r¢
would be relatively high. Resonance damping is, therefore, achieved when the virtual
resistor Ry is implemented in series with the Iter capacitor, i.e. rcnew = r'cold + Ra,
by modifying the duty ratios dy and d\q. This is obtained when the d and g-component
duty ratios are modi ed as given in (3.4) and (3.5), respectively.

R R
fa=cs Y= (g Ti2a) (34)
Uin Uin
R R
d, = ¢ —_d’?ch = Cq f_d(llllq TL2q) (3.5
n n

In Egs. (3.4) and (3.5), Ryq is the virtual resistor value and Uj, is the steady-state input
voltage. The active damping gain matrix shown, e.g., in (3.25) can be formed according
to (3.4) and (3.5) yielding

" #
R‘d 0
Gap = U(')" R (3.6)

The e ectiveness of the active damping can be adjusted by changing the value of the
virtual damping resistor Rq. It is worth noting that the use of virtual resistor incorporates
design constraints concerning the stability of the inverter. As discussed in [29, 80], the
e ect of computation delay changes the behavior of the active damping feedback and
may introduce open-loop RHP poles into the control system. Accordingly, limitations
are imposed for the selection of the active damping gain. The e ect of the delay can be
minimized by using modi ed feedback methods as discussed, e.g., in [33, 80{82]. The
active damping implementations, which mitigates the e ect of the delay, are analyzed
further by means of the root locus analysis presented in Section 3.5.
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Chapter 3. Active-damping-a ected closed-loop model

3.1.2 Properties of delay

In digital control systems, the system variables, i.e., voltages or currents, are sampled by
means of analog-to-digital converters (ADC), and the samples are processed with various
control algorithms. Accordingly, di erent types of delays a ect the signal processing and
may e ectively increase the risk of instability. Delay in the signal path originates, e.g.,
from computation, sample-and-hold, and PWM reference update actions.

Generally, a delay of one switching cycle is caused by the PWM transport delay
mechanism, i.e., a PWM reference calculated at a time instant t = ty is loaded after one
switching period as t = tg + T in order to avoid intermediate transitions of the PWM
reference value [83]. Moreover, the PWM is usually implemented either in single-update
or double-update mode, which a ects the overall delay. By using the single-update
mode, the output of the PWM is updated either when the carrier wave (i.e., a digital
counter) is at its maximum or at zero, that is, once per switching cycle. Therefore, the
single-update PWM induces approximately half of the modulation period as delay in the
system dynamics, which is considered in the following analysis. In the double-update
mode, the output of the PWM is updated when the carrier signal is zero and again at
its maximum. Accordingly, the output is updated twice per modulation period, which
e ectively decreases the delay compared to the single-update mode.

The delay causes time-shift between the system input and output as y(t) = u(t Tg),
which can be given in the frequency-domain as Y (s) = U(s)e ST<¢, where Tq is the

nite time-delay. However, in order to incorporate the delay into the frequency-domain
analysis, a rational transfer function is required as G(s) = N(s)=D(s), where the order
of D(s) N (s). Therefore, Pade-approximations are often used to approximate the
exponential function of the delay. These rational approximations do not represent exactly
the ideal delay and they may be inaccurate especially at high frequencies. However, the
delay needs to be approximated only within a nite frequency range, and di erent order
of (i.e., di erent accuracies) approximations can be utilized depending on the application.

The 15t, 2" and 3"-order Pade-approximations can be given in the frequency-domain
as

%TdS + 1_
%Tds +1°

STq
€1st

o, L(Tgs)® LTas+1

e y

2nd %(Tds)z + %TdS‘F 1 (37)
o ST 25 (Tas)® + &(Tas)?  3Tgs+1

3rd

125 (Tas)® + L (Tas)? + 1Tas + 1
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3.1. Active damping considerations

Fig. 3.2 shows the frequency-domain behavior of di erent delay approximations and, for
comparison, the ideal delay (Tq = 1:5T;). The lowest sampling frequency used in the
analysis is 6 kHz and, therefore, Ts = 1=6 ms, where T denotes the sampling interval.
These represent the actual parameters used in the analysis.
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Fig. 3.2: Depiction of an ideal delay with the 15t, 2"d and 3"9-order Pade approximations.

The magnitude of the signal remains una ected regardless of the approximation
method. However, major phase di erences may occur with low order approximations.
Regarding the small-signal modeling, the obtained model is accurate up to half the switch-
ing frequency and, therefore, the approximation of the delay should guarantee accuracy
for up to aforementioned frequency. According to Fig. 3.2, the rst-order approximation
may not be su cient for the delay as large deviations occur even around 2 kHz. However,
the second-order approximation is accurate up to half the minimum switching frequency
of 6 kHz, which can be considered appropriate in this case.

As discussed earlier, the active damping, along with the control system, is a ected
by the system delay. Considering active damping, the condition, where the resonant
frequency of the LCL- Iter (fres) equals one-sixth of the sampling frequency () has been
noticed to be critical for stability of a grid-connected converter [28, 29, 31, 34, 36, 37, 84].
Similar critical frequency is found also for converters with L- Iters as the phenomenon
is related to the delay and not necessarily to the Iter topology [76].

The reason for aforementioned delay-dependent behavior may not be clear and, there-
fore, it is explained here further. Considering Figs. 3.3 and 3.7, the block-diagram can
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Chapter 3. Active-damping-a ected closed-loop model

be slightly manipulated, and the active damping feedback can be given by

a e 4
4 0 e XIsS 0
— — Uin
Lap = GapGae = 7 R 0 o KT (3.8)

where e XTsS is the ideal system delay and k = 1:5 in order to represent a realistic system
delay [85]. The d and g-components can be expressed as Gap (d:q) = Ra=Uin € KTss,
By substituting s = j I, the frequency-dependent behavior of the feedback term can be
given according to Euler’s formula by

GaDp (dig) = Ra=Uin[cos (KTs!)  jsin(kTs!)] 3.9

The real part in (3.9) damps the LCL- Iter resonance and the imaginary part can be
considered to induce either phase-lag or phase-boost depending on its sign. According
to the active-damping-feedback derivation shown in Section 3.1.1, the capacitor current
has to be subtracted from the duty ratio in order to obtain a correct damping term in
the linearized converter currents in (3.2) and (3.3). However, the real part of the active
damping feedback (i.e., the cosine-term) changes its sign depending on the resonant
frequency. This sign change of the feedback term can be evaluated by analyzing the zero-
crossing frequency of the cosine-term. Accordingly, the corresponding critical frequency
for the real part in (3.9) can be derived as

Re Gap (@) =0
cos(kTs1) =0

" kTl =n,;, 1=2F n2z (3.10)
" kT2 f=n,
¥ f:n%ﬁ:nﬁ:n%;jk=1:5;

where n = 1 su ces for analysis. Eqg. (3.10) indicates that depending on whether the
LCL- Iter resonant frequency is fes < T5=6 or f,es > =6, the sign of the active damping
gain has to be changed accordingly to guarantee stability. This behavior or constraint
has been noticed in various publications to be one of the major factors a ecting the stable
operation of active damping [29, 34, 39].
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3.2. Open-loop dynamics in case of multi-current-feedback scheme

Similar analysis can be used for the imaginary part of the active damping gain as

I {Gap-(aq)} =0
— sin(kTsw) =0
—kliw=nr, w=2rf, neci (3.11)
= kT2nf =nm

fs

o1 fe
= f=ngrs =%,

k=1.5,

which reveals that it changes sign from negative to positive and vice versa when fies =
fs/3. Correspondingly, the imaginary term induces either phase boost or phase lag to
the active damping feedback, which can cause decreased performance of active damping
if neglected. It has been observed, e.g., in [29, 80] that recognizing the effect of the
imaginary part is important for the robustness of the converter stability if a modified
active damping feedback, e.g., with a high-pass filter, is used.

3.2 Open-loop dynamics in case of multi-current-feedback scheme

Fig. 3.3 shows a complete closed-loop diagram of a grid-connected inverter with cascaded
control scheme. It is formed by adding the necessary control functions, i.e., controllers,
active damping feedback, delays and measurement gains to a system shown in Fig. 2.3.
As the DC-link voltage must be controlled, e.g., in PV applications, a cascaded-control
scheme is used as a control strategy. The outer loop, i.e., the input-voltage control-loop in
Fig. 3.3, provides the d-component-current reference to the inner output-current control-
loop. It should be noted that the g-component output-current reference is usually set to
zero in order to obtain unity power factor.

Active damping affects directly the duty ratio generation by forming an inner loop
inside the output-current control loop. The effect of the active damping can be added
into the model by replacing the control signal d shown in Fig. 3.3 by (3.12), which

represents the active-damping-affected duty ratio.

Lo

. g >
d=Gyq [ = Gap (1L1 - 1L2) (3.12)

It is noteworthy that also the PLL affects the duty ratio generation, however, it is omitted
from the following derivation in order to simplify the analysis and to present the effect
of active damping more explicitly. The effect of the PLL will be considered later during

the derivation of output-current-controlled model.
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Chapter 3. Active-damping-a ected closed-loop model

Fig. 3.3: Closed-loop control block diagram of a grid-connected converter with multi-current-
feedback active damping.

According to the matrix given in (2.63), Eq. (3.12) can be expressed as a function of
input and control variables as in (3.13).

Q/\: Gael GdeIGAD GioL'i\in + GoLQo + GCL@

Gioi\in Yogo Gcog/\ : (3-13)
Solving (3.13) for §'yields

h

QAZ 1+ GueiGap (G Geo)l 1Gdel ¢ GADGioLi\ip (3.14)
1

GADGOLQO + C':‘ADC':‘ioi\in + GADYOQO .

By substituting (3.14) into the open-loop dynamics presented in Section 2.3, the active
damping-a ected transfer functions can be solved. First, the input dynamics can be
given by
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3.2. Open-loop dynamics in case of multi-current-feedback scheme

ZiﬁD = Zin + Gci[I + GdeIGAD (GCL Gco)] !
GaeiGap [Giy  GioLls (3.15)

TQD = Toi + Gci[I + GdeIGAD (GCL Gco)] !
GaetGan[Y, Gool; (3.16)

G4P = Gyl + GeiGap (Go.  Geo)l "Gaer; (3.17)

where ZAP, TZP and GAP are the matrices for input impedance, transmittance and

control-to-input-voltage transfer functions, respectively.

Additionally, the input-current-to-inductor-current transfer function, output-voltage-
to-inductor-current transfer function and the control-to-inductor-current transfer func-
tions can be given as shown in (3.18)-(3.20), respectively.

GQE = GioL + GcL[I + GdeIGAD (GCL Gco)] !
GaelGan [Giy  GijoLl (3.18)

GQLD = GoL + GCL[I + GdeIGAD (GCL Gco)] !
GdelGan Y, Gol (3.19)

GOP = Gy [l + GyeGap (G Geo)l "Gl (3.20)

Furthermore, the grid-current-related forward transfer function, output admittance and
control-to-grid-current transfer function can be given by

GﬁJD = Gio + Gco[l + GdeIGAD (GCL Gco)] !
GdeIGAD [Gio Giol_] ; (321)

Y?D = Yo + Gco[I + GdeIGAD (GcL Gco)] '
GaetGap Y, Gol: (3.22)
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Fig. 3.4: Active damping control loop for the d and g-components (solid and dashed lines).

GAP = Go[l + Gael(GapGy  GanGeo)l *Guer: (3.23)

The system delay matrix G, and active-damping-feedback-gain matrix G5 in Fig. 3.3
are as follows:

1 kls+kzs§ 0 #
Gael = 1+kls(')+kzs 1 kgs+kps? (3.24)
l+k15+k252
2 3
ot 0
Gap =4 o R S (3.25)
U

in

In Eq. (3.24), a second order Pade approximation is used to represent the ideal delay
(e TeS) with ky =1=2 T4 and kp = 1=12 T2. The system delay is chosen as Tq = 1:5T
according to [85], where Ts is the sampling interval. In practice, the delay consists of
PWM loading, analog-to-digital conversion and processing delays.

Considering the multi-current-feedback active damping implementation, the feedback
loop processes a signal from the capacitor current, which is a di erence between the
inverter and grid currents (i.e., two output variables) as ic =i, ; i, ,. Consequently, the
stability of the system may be a ected, because the output variables are fed back into the
system. Conversely, if the processed variable would be an input variable, a feed-forward
loop is formed, which does not impose direct risk for instability. It is important to observe
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3.3. Open-loop dynamics in case of single-current-feedback scheme

the fundamental nature of the active damping, which imposes a control-loop-like structure
as shown in Fig. 3.3 as well as in (3.15)-(3.23). The active-damping loop can be extracted
from aforementioned equations and presented as Lap = GgelayGap(Ge  Geo)-

In order to further elaborate the issue, active damping control loops for the d and g-
components are shown in Fig. 3.4, where the virtual resistor value R, =15 . Evidently,
the active-damping loop is e ective only in vicinity of the resonant frequency, where the
loop regulates the capacitor current to its steady-state value. The open-loop system
transfer functions are, therefore, only a ected around the corresponding frequency. This
is logical since the capacitor acts as an open circuit for lower frequencies, and the current

ows mainly through the two Itering inductors, L, and L,. Accordingly, the low-
frequency active-damping-loop gain is negligible.

Other important transfer functions in the forthcoming analysis are the active-damping-
a ected open-loop control-to-inverter-current and output admittance transfer functions
GAP and YAP, respectively. Accordingly, the current control loop is designed with
G?,_D, and the e ect of active damping on the shape of the current control loop can be
analyzed. Furthermore, the e ect of the operation point on the corresponding transfer
function should be addressed since it a ects the control design.

The open-loop active-damping-a ected output admittance can be used to examine the
active-damping-induced behavior around the resonant frequency, which is not a ected by
the output-current control. Furthermore, the e ect of the varying operating point at open
loop can be analyzed. The source-a ected control-to-inductor-current transfer function
G4 and output admittance Y4° are presented in Figs. 3.5 and 3.6, respectively.

As can be observed, the shape of the transfer functions at higher frequencies remains
practically identical between di erent operating points, and the operating point a ects
mainly the low-frequency behavior of the G'C“,_D due to the operating-point-dependent
zero [4]. The low-frequency zero is located either in the RHP, imaginary axis or LHP
depending on the operating point (i.e., CCR, MPP or CVR), which causes input-voltage-
control-design constraints. These are discussed in detail in Section 3.4. Note that minor
gain di erences between operating points at higher frequencies, especially in GCA,_D, are
also evident, which should be taken into account in the active damping design.

3.3 Open-loop dynamics in case of single-current-feedback scheme

In single-current-feedback scheme, the capacitor-current measurement is omitted, which
reduces the number of sensors required for operation. Instead, either the converter or grid
current is measured and the former is used in this thesis. Correspondingly, the measured
inverter-side current is used for both active damping and control purposes. Hence, the
duty ratio generation (cf. Fig. 3.7) is dependent only on one current instead of two,
which changes the active-damping-a ected transfer functions shown in previous section.
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Fig. 3.5: Open-loop control-to-inductor-current transfer functions for multi-current-feedback ac-
tive damping scheme in CCR (blue line), CVR (black dotted line) and at MPP (black dashed
line).
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Fig. 3.6: Open-loop output admittance for multi-current-feedback active damping scheme in CCR
(blue line), CVR (black dotted line) and at MPP (black dashed line).

Similarly to the capacitor-current-based active damping, the duty ratio can be ex-
pressed as

g/\:Gdel [ GADi\Ll ; (3.26)
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3.3. Open-loop dynamics in case of single-current-feedback scheme

Fig. 3.7: Closed-loop control block diagram of a grid-connected converter with single-current-
feedback active damping.

which is substituted into the open-loop dynamics presented in (2.63). Thus, the active-
damping-a ected duty ratio can be given by following the same procedure as in previous
section yielding

g/\: [I +GdeIGADGcL] 1Gde| Q GADGioLTin GADGOLQO : (327)

The transfer function representing the input dynamics can be given as follows.

ZHP = Zi, + Gyl + G GanGe ] ' Gael[ GapGioll; (3.28)
ToP = T+ Ggll + Gy GanGe]l *Gaell GapGoll: (3.29)
G&P = G [l + G4oiGanGe] * Guael; (3.30)

where ZAP, T2P and G4P are the matrices for input impedance, transmittance and
control-to-input-voltage transfer functions, respectively.
Additionally, the input-current-to-inductor-current transfer function, output-voltage-

to-inductor-current transfer function and the control-to-inductor-current transfer func-
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tions can be given as in (3.31)-(3.33), respectively.

Gl = GioL + Gl + GoiGapGe ] ' Gael[ GapGioy (3.31)
GoL = GoL + G [I + GgeiGapGe] ' Guel [ GanGoll (3.32)
GO = Gy [l + GyoGapGer] ' Gael (3.33)

Furthermore, the output dynamics can be given by

G%D = G‘io + C':‘co[l + C':‘delc':‘ADc':‘cL] ! C':‘del [ GADGioL] ; (3-34)
YAP = Y, + G [l + GygoiGapGe ] *Gael[ GapGoyl; (3.35)
GOP = Ggoll + GgoiGanGel * Gaer: (3.36)

The system delay matrix G, and active damping feedback gain matrix G, are as
given in Section 3.2 (cf. Egs. 3.24 and 3.25).

According to the analogy presented to the multi-current-feedback active damping, a
feedback loop is formed by the single-current-feedback active damping as it feds back
the system output variable, which in this case is the inverter-side inductor current. The
active frequency ranges of the active damping loop are visible in Fig. 3.8 and its structure
in (3.28)-(3.36). The virtual resistor value was selected similarly to the multi-current-
feedback case as R, =15 . In case of the single-current-feedback scheme, the active-
damping loop gain can be given as Lap = GgelayGapGeL. Clearly, the loop gain lacks
the term G, present in the multi-current-feedback counterpart, which naturally a ects
the shape of the loop gain as shown in Fig. 3.8 for the d and g-components. It is
important to notice that the control gain is also active at the lower frequencies as well
as in vicinity of the Iter resonant frequency. Consequently, the inverter-side inductor
acts as a short circuit at lower frequencies allowing the current to ow freely. This, in
turn, translates to substantial current signal in the active damping loop, and the active-
damping-a ected transfer functions are modi ed for a wider frequency range than in case
of the multi-current-feedback scheme.

Similarly as in the previous section, active-damping-a ected control-to-inverter-current
and output admittance transfer functions are shown here due to their importance in
the analysis later in this thesis. Figs. 3.9 and 3.10 show frequency responses of the
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Fig. 3.8: Active damping control loop for the d and g-components (solid and dashed lines).
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Fig. 3.9: Open-loop control-to-output transfer functions for single-current-feedback active damp-
ing scheme in CCR (blue line), CVR (black dotted line) and at MPP (black dashed line).

corresponding transfer functions, respectively. Comparing Figs. 3.9 and 3.10 to Figs.
3.5 and 3.6, it can be observed that the frequency responses are constant within the
active-damping loop gain. This behavior is caused by the direct control-loop-like struc-
ture of active damping, which induces a constant magnitude in the control-to-inductor-
current transfer function (’?lezd\d I 14=Dg) within its bandwidth. Moreover, the
low-frequency behavior of G?,_D exhibits similar phase shifting due to the operating-point-
dependent zero as was observed with multi-current-feedback scheme, although, its e ect
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Fig. 3.10: Open-loop output admittance for single-current-feedback active damping scheme in
CCR (blue line), CVR (black dotted line) and at MPP (black dashed line).

is insigni cant. The open-loop output admittance, on the other hand, does not change
along the changes in the operating point. However, signi cantly lower magnitude of the
admittance (or higher impedance) can be observed for single-current-feedback scheme,
which eventually a ects the closed-loop characteristics. These observations are analyzed
more in detail in Section 4.2.

3.4 Closed-loop dynamics

Fig. 3.11 presents the active-damping-a ected closed-loop block diagram of output-
current and input-voltage dynamics of a grid-connected converter. The models of both
multi and single-current-feedback active damping schemes, derived in previous sections,
act as 'open-loop’ systems for the outer control structures, i.e., for the output current
control and, subsequently, for the input-voltage control. The control loops are designed
according to the obtained active-damping-a ected transfer functions in Sections 3.2 and
3.3. The open-loop transfer functions presented hereinafter are active-damping-a ected
by default and the superscript ’AD’ is omitted, where applicable, for simplicity.

3.4.1 Output-current control

In a cascaded control scheme, the inner loop has to be designed rst, and it should have
high control bandwidth in order to guarantee proper tracking performance. The closed-
loop transfer functions of an output-current-controlled inverter can be solved according
to Fig. 3.11 by considering the output current reference (obtained from the voltage
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3.4. Closed-loop dynamics

Fig. 3.11: Closed-loop block-diagram in a matrix form of a) output and b) input dynamics of a
cascade-controlled VSI-based inverter with active damping.

controller) as a new control variable, thus, neglecting the input-voltage loop. The input
voltage dynamics of an output-current-controlled inverter can be given by

gin = Zionuvi\in + TgiUtgo + Ggiljt/i\lllef (3-37)

where the superscript ‘out’ denotes that only the output-current loops are closed. Trans-
fer functions for the output-current-control-a ected input impedance, transmittance and
control-to-input-voltage in (3.37) can be given by

Zi%Ut =Zin Gci(I + I—out) 1|—outhL lGioL; (3.38)
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TgiUt:Toi G‘ci(l"'l—out) ! I—outG‘cL lG‘oL
LoutGel '1L1GpLL DGpiil; (3.39)

GgiUt = Gi(l + Lout) lI—outhL 4 (3.40)

where the output-current loop gain Loyt = G Ge. Matrices D and 1 ; are gains for
the steady-state duty-ratio and inductor current as shown in (3.41). The matrix Gp |
contains the PLL transfer functions, which can be expressed as follows [66].

" # " #
0 D 0 1
D= a ; ILl = Liq (341)
0 Dy 0 ILa
" #
0 0
GpLL = ; (3.42)
0 GpLL
1 Lp
G = "= - 3.43
PLL Usg 1+ LpLy ( )
U
Lpe = Gpy PLL?Od; (3.44)
K.
Gpi pLL = Kp + ?'1 (3.45)
The matrices of the Pl-based current controller G¢. can be given by
LA # LA} #
G 0 Ky + &2 0
Gee= ¢ = P < (3.46)

Note that decoupling between the d and g-components in the current control is not uti-
lized and, therefore, the corresponding cross-coupling entries in (3.46) are null-elements.
Respectively, the inverter-side inductor current can be given by
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3.4. Closed-loop dynamics

i, = G, + G0, + GY i) (3.47)

where the transfer function matrices are

;)oul_t =GioL  GeL (I + Lout) 1|—outhL 'GioL; (3.48)

GgﬂtzGoL GcL(I'"Lout) ' I—outc':‘cL lG‘oL
LoutGel “1L1GpLL DGpiil; (3.49)

Gglljt = GeL (I + Lout) lI—outG‘cL L (3.50)

Furthermore, the grid-current dynamics can be given as follows.

Gol'=GoL  Geo(l + Lout) LoutGeL *GioL (3.51)

YSUt:YO Gco(""'—out) ! I—outG‘cL 1G0L
LoutGeL '1L1GpLL DGpri] (3.52)

Gggt = Geo(l + Lout) lLouthL ! (3.53)

The output-current control for both d and g-components is designed by shaping the
loop gain Loyt. Accordingly, the bandwidth of the loop should be relatively high in order
to obtain good current tracking response and fast dynamics, which are required in grid-
connected applications in order to achieve good power quality. As shown earlier, the loop
is designed according to the active-damping-a ected control-to-output transfer function
G¢L, which is operating-point dependent [4]. Fig. 3.12 presents the loop gain in CCR,
CVR and at MPP in case of the multi-current-feedback active damping scheme.

As can be seen, the operating-point-dependent RHP-zero is induced at low frequencies
and the corresponding 180 degree phase transition from CCR to CVR and vice versa is
visible. If only the output-current control is used, the low-frequency RHP-zero limits
the current control bandwidth in the CCR, which would yield highly insu cient current
tracking performance. Therefore, the high-bandwidth current control is designed in the
CVR, which is stabilized by the cascaded control structure in the CCR. The operating-
point-dependent zero is, thus, considered only in the input-voltage-control design.
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Fig. 3.12: Output current loop gains for multi-current-feedback active damping scheme in CCR
(blue line), CVR (black solid line) and at MPP (black dashed line).
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Fig. 3.13: Output current loop gains for single-current-feedback active damping scheme in CCR
(blue line), CVR (black solid line) and at MPP (black dashed line).

Regarding the single-current-feedback scheme, Fig. 3.13 shows the current-control
loop gain in case of the corresponding active damping scheme. As can be concluded from
the observations in Section 3.3, the resonant behavior near 100 Hz is absent. Moreover,
the inner active damping loop exhibits constant gain dynamics within its bandwidth
and, therefore, the shape of the output-current loop is determined by the current con-
troller. Accordingly, the characteristics of a pure I-controller (integral) are present since
the phase stays at -90 degrees with the gain decreasing by 20 dB/decade. Consequently,
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higher phase margin can be easily obtained within a wide frequency range, which sim-
pli es the control loop design and reduces risk for oscillation in the current response. In
addition, the operating-point-dependent behavior, visible in the multi-current-feedback
implementation, does not exist.

3.4.2 Input-voltage control

The input-voltage controller regulates the power extracted from the photovoltaic gener-
ator by adjusting the input voltage of the converter (or the output voltage of the PV
generator) according to the MPPT algorithms. This is performed indirectly by control-
ling the d-component of the output current and, therefore, the current ow into the input
capacitor. However, the role of the d-component in the controlling of the maximum power
might be unclear, which is explained next.

The instantaneous power of the DC-link capacitor can be given as Pci, = dWcj,=dt =
Cin=2 duZ,=dt = Pi, Pout. As Pout = RefSoutd  Uodiog according to the instantaneous
power theory, the inverter-side inductor current i, 14 (active-power-producing component)
indirectly controls the power ow into the input capacitor and, therefore, its reference
is determined by the input-voltage controller. Furthermore, since reactive power is not
controlled, the g-component of the inverter-side inductor current does not require an
outer control loop.

Fig. 3.14 shows the closed-loop block diagram of an input-voltage-controlled grid-
connected inverter. Similarly with the output-current-controlled converter in the previous
section, the input-voltage reference is considered as the new control variable. Further-
more, the input-voltage control loop generates the d-component of the inverter-side induc-
tor current reference (i.e., 11%,). The output-current-control-a ected transfer functions,
derived in the previous section, form the new ’open-loop’ system for the input-voltage
control.

The output-current reference can be presented according to Fig. 3.14b by

i\rLeI = GycGselin Gvcgfﬁf ; (3.54)

where the vector for input-voltage reference, the voltage sensing gain matrix and voltage
controller matrix can be given by

" i #

Oref — Oirr? . (3 55)

~ZIn Ai\ref ) .
Llg
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(b)

Fig. 3.14: Closed-loop block-diagram in a matrix form of a) input and b) output dynamics of a
cascade-controlled VSI-based inverter with active damping.

. g "
Gee O 10
= = : 3.56
s 0 0 00 (3.56)
. g "
Gy O (Kp"‘Ki:S) 0

Gy = = ; 3.57
ve 0 1 0 1 (3.57)

respectively. Thus, the input voltage of the output-current-controlled inverter can be
expressed according to Fig. 3.14b by

tAref )

Oin = ZiOnUti\in + Tgytgo + Gglu KR (3-58)

=in

By substituting (3.54) into (3.58), the complete closed-loop input voltage dynamics can
be solved as

Oin = (1 + Lin) "Z8%, + (1 + Lin) ‘T3, (1 +Lin) "GI"'Gy0;  (3.59)

n
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3.4. Closed-loop dynamics

where the input-voltage loop gain Lj, = G°“tGVCGse. Hence, the closed-loop transfer
functions for input-voltage-controlled converter can be presented by

Ztot — (l + I—ln) ZI%Ut, (360)
Tt = (1+Lin) T3 (3.61)
GE' = (1 +Lin) 'GY"Guc; (3.62)

where the superscript 'tot’ denotes the complete closed-loop transfer functions. Respec-
tively, the closed-loop dynamics for the inverter-side inductor current can be given as

i, = Gisthi, + G0, + G (3.63)
where
tot __ out out out.
GI%t =G GA'GucGee(l + Lin) "Z3, (3.64)
G =GA"  GY"GueGse(l + Lin) T, (3.65)
h i
GH'= GY" GuGs(l +Lin) 'GY"Gwc Guc : (3.66)

Similarly, the closed-loop transfer functions for the grid current are given as follows.

G =Gy" GA'GuGee(l + Lin) 'Z3" (3.67)

Y=Y GL'GuGse(l + Lin) To" (3.68)
h i

Gt = Ggo' GueGse(l + Lin) GOUthe Gve (3.69)

As discussed earlier, the d-component of the open-loop source-a ected control-to-
inductor-current transfer function G¢. 4 incorporates an RHP-zero when the operating
point is in the CCR. This induces design constraints for the input-voltage control. Corre-
spondingly, analyzing the output-current-control-a ected control-to-input transfer func-
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tion G2',, by neglecting the cross-couplings between the d and g-components, reveals
that

Gei d Lout d

Got : 3.70
o d GcL d 1+ I—out d ( )
The input-voltage control loop gain can be, therefore, given as
1 L
Lin = GserchiUtd GseGycGei dGcL g1 +O|:uf p
1

GseGuvcGoi dei; (3.711)

cL d

when Lout ¢=(1 + Lout q) 1 inside the output-current-control bandwidth. As can
be seen from (3.71), the control-to-inverter-current transfer function G¢_ 4 is in the
denominator of the input-voltage loop gain Li,. Therefore, the RHP zero, which appears
in the CCR, turns to an RHP pole in the input-voltage control loop. This imposes design
constraints for the input-voltage controller and has to be taken into account in the control
design (i.e., minimum control bandwidth).

Usually, the maximum angular frequency of the pole is in the range of 1-20 Hz, and
can be expressed as [4, 6]

Iin
1 = : 3.72
pole CinUin ( )

According to the control engineering principles, the control-loop bandwidth has to exceed
the RHP-pole frequency in order to guarantee stability. Another constraint for the input-
voltage-controller bandwidth comes from the input voltage ripple at 100 Hz caused by
unbalanced grid voltages. The bandwidth of the voltage controller should be designed to
provide enough attenuation at the aforementioned frequency in order to avoid polluting
the output-current reference (i.e., maximum control bandwidth).

The input-voltage-control-loop gains in case of both multi and single-current-feedback
active damping schemes are shown in Figs. 3.15 and 3.16, respectively. As is evident, the
e ect of the active damping implementation is negligible on the voltage control dynamics
as it is active at higher frequencies. In the CVR, the photovoltaic generator resembles
an ideal voltage source, una ected by the changing input current, thus the input voltage
control has very slow dynamics. Conversely, as the operating point shifts to the MPP and
CCR, the ideal current-source-like characteristics appear and higher control bandwidth
is obtained similarly for both operating points.
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Fig. 3.15: Input voltage loop gains for multi-current-feedback active damping scheme in CCR
(blue line), CVR (black solid line) and at MPP (black dashed line).
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Fig. 3.16: Input voltage loop gains for single-current-feedback active damping scheme in CCR
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3.5 Root locus analysis

Optimized active damping feedback design is explicitly shown for GCF converters in [28,
38] with proportional capacitor-current feedback, where a symbolic form of the optimum
active damping feedback gain is proposed. Conversely, the root locus methods have
been popular in case of ICF converters for analyzing the stability with capacitor-current
or voltage-feedback active damping [31, 81, 82, 86], which are based on analysis of a
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particular case and are not generally applicable. Optimum active damping feedback
for ICF converter is proposed in [32], which does not address the e ect of the system
delay on the overall performance. Therefore, its validity regarding a real system with a
‘'worst-case’ delay is questionable.

Accordingly, this section presents the stability analysis regarding the active damping
design. Root-locus methods are often utilized, when determining the system stability
with varying operational parameter, which usually is the controller gain K. The same
methodology can be used also for active damping, where the system roots are drawn
with respect to the varying active-damping gain and, thus, stable ranges for the gain
can be obtained. The root-locus method could be replaced with Bode-plot analysis, but
the former can be considered more convenient in this case as the time-domain behavior
can be predicted. Additionally, root-locus methods are widely used in the literature
regarding the design of active damping [26, 33, 36, 80{82, 86]. The location of the system
roots determines the closed-loop transient response, i.e., the frequency and magnitude of
oscillations as well as the rate of exponential decay. The transient performance of the
current control also correlate with the output impedance characteristics, which is shown
later in Chapter 4.

The stability of the current control is analyzed by investigating the closed-loop transfer
function from the current reference to the output current, which was given in Section 3.4
as

1
Ggllit = GCALD(I + I—out) lI—out G'CALD : (3.73)

Analyzing Eq. (3.73) instead of only the active damping loop reveals the transient
behavior of the whole current loop. Practically, the performance of active damping
is, thus, simultaneously evaluated, which simpli es the stability analysis of the current
control. Note that only the d-component of (3.73) is analyzed in Sections 3.5.2 and 3.5.3,
because the resonant-frequency behavior between the d and g-components is similar.

3.5.1 Mitigation of delay in active damping feedback

The delay signi cantly changes the behavior of the active damping feedback, thus af-
fecting the converter stability. In order to improve the system stability characteristics,
high-pass- Itered (HPF) capacitor-current feedback method is proposed for GCF con-
verters in [80], where the HPF is used to mitigate the impact of the delay. Similar
Itered feedback implementations are also analyzed in Sections 3.5.2 and 3.5.3 in order

to improve the performance of active damping.
It was shown in Section 3.1.2 that also the imaginary part in (3.9) changes its sign
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Fig. 3.17: Frequency-dependent behavior of the active damping feedback gain.

depending on the Iter resonant frequency. This may not necessarily cause instability but
it can still worsen the performance of the converter. Generally, the frequency-dependent
behavior of active damping gain can be depicted as shown in Fig. 3.17. The real part is
positive when f.s < ;=6 whereas the imaginary part is negative. Therefore, the e ect of
the imaginary part is reduced by inducing phase boost on the feedback signal. However,
the real and imaginary parts have same signs when ;=6 < s < f3=3. This does not
necessarily cause instability since the sign of the virtual resistor Ry can be changed.
However, the HPF cannot improve the system performance when .o > fs=6 since it
induces phase boost. To eliminate the e ect of the imaginary part, a low-pass Iter
(LPF) must be implemented in order to induce phase lag around the resonant frequency.

Correspondingly, by further increasing the resonant frequency to fs=3 < s < fs=2,
where fs=2 is the Nyquist frequency, the real and imaginary parts have again the op-
posite signs. As a positive real part is required for active damping, the imaginary part
becomes negative after the feedback inversion. Therefore, active damping characteristics
are similar as in the case of f.s < fs=6 and the HPF should be used to induce phase
boost in order to negate the e ect of the imaginary part.

Considering the high and low-pass lIters, the HPF can be presented in the s-domain
as Gupg = s=(s + cuto ) Where Yoo is the desired cuto frequency. The active
damping gain in (3.25) is multiplied by the corresponding transfer function, thus, the
virtual resistor value is used to adjust the gain of the HPF. Similarly, a low-pass Iter
can be presented in the s-domain as G pr = Ycuto =(S + Yeuto ), Where Ty IS the
desired cuto frequency. Due to the lack of explicit design rules regarding the HPF or
LPF for ICF converters, the root locus diagrams in Sections 3.5.2 and 3.5.3 represent
only the most optimized cases for corresponding Itered feedback implementations.
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Fig. 3.18: Root locus of (a) proportional active damping and (b) high-pass- Itered active damping
when fres < fs=6.

3.5.2 Multi-current-feedback active damping scheme
Case: fres < =6

Inverter with ICF control is naturally stable, due to inherent damping characteristics
[32, 34], if the resonant frequency is less than fs=6. Therefore, guaranteeing stability is
quite straightforward and theoretically the active damping gain can be set to Rq =0
This can be seen from Fig. 3.18a, which shows the root locus of (3.73) for proportional
capacitor-current-feedback active damping. As evident, the poles lie in the LHP with
Rg =0 indicating inherent stability. By increasing the virtual resistor value, the poles
shift rst deeper in to the LHP and, thus, the converter exhibits more damped response
with less oscillations. The maximum frequency for roots can be obtained with Ry = 14
yielding a frequency of I\ ax  2500rad/s. Eventually, the root trajectory circles back
to the RHP and crosses the imaginary-axis when Rq = 29 , which is the maximum
allowed virtual resistor value in this case.

Considering the high-pass Iter, similar design rules as in [80] are adopted here. First,
the converter cuto -frequency must be set properly in order to provide necessary phase
boost required by the active damping feedback. Here, the HPF cuto frequency is set
at the resonant frequency as cyto = 'res. Clearly, the HPF in Fig. 3.18b improves
the system stability as the poles are rst moved deep into the LHP and closer to the
x-axis, when compared to the case with proportional capacitor-current feedback and,
therefore, this decreases the oscillations and increases the speed of transient decay. The
maximum frequency of the poles is obtained with Rg = 13 as I'max 5000rad/s.
However, instability may still occur with higher virtual resistor values as the roots move
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back into the RHP at Ry = 51

. Comparing Figs. 3.18a and 3.18b, it is evident that

the Itered feedback technique provides better current response (i.e., faster response with

less oscillations).

Case: fres > =6

Regarding the stability of the converter, decreasing the sampling frequency will sig-
ni cantly a ect the design of stable control system. When operating at frequencies
fres = =6, the converter is no longer inherently stable and active damping must be

used to ensure stable operation [34]. Similarly as for fes < f5=6,

rst the proportional
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Fig. 3.21: Root locus of (a) proportional active damping and (b) high-pass- Itered active damping
when fs=3 < fres < fs=2, Typg = 0:51 fes.

active damping feedback is analyzed when fs=6 < f,s < fs=3 in Fig. 3.19a. Evidently,
using Rg = 0  causes unstable inverter dynamics, since the poles are located in the
RHP, conversely to the case when fs < fs=6. However, similar parabolic root locus
can be seen comparing to the case with fs < =6 (cf. Figs. 3.18a and 3.18b). Ac-
cordingly, rst the roots move deeper into the LHP, which indicates improved stability
margins. The maximum frequency of the roots is obtained when Rq = 12  yielding
T MAX 2200rad/s. Similarly, the roots move back into the RHP, when the virtual
resistor value is increased to Rq = 28

As discussed earlier, the high-pass Iter provides improved stability characteristics
when fs < f5=6. However, when ;=6 < s < f;=3, the HPF will worsen the stability
characteristics, which is demonstrated in Fig. 3.19b, where the cuto frequency was
chosen similarly as in the case for f.s < fs=6, i.e., ! = .. Evidently, the HPF
causes the roots to stay in the RHP at least with the used parameters, which indicates
highly impaired stability margins. By lowering the HPF cuto frequency from ! = I
to ! = 0:21,, the stability can be recovered as shown in Fig. 3.20a. However, the
root trajectory is inferior compared to its proportional feedback counterpart shown in
Fig. 3.19a as the optimum root location is obtained with Rq = 6  yielding "max
200rad/s. Maximum virtual resistor value can be observed to be around Rq = 15

To overcome the aforementioned stability problems, a low-pass Iter must be imple-
mented to reduce the e ect of the delay-imposed imaginary part of the active damping
feedback and to improve system stability. This case is shown in Fig. 3.20b, where the
LPF cuto -frequency was chosen as 1 = 21.. Clearly, the system poles move deeper
into the LHP compared to the case in Fig. 3.19a, which indicates fast and well-damped
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step response of the current control. Accordingly, the most optimal properties regarding
the stability are obtained when Rq = 15 vyielding "'max  3500rad/s. Thus, the
converter exhibits improved current-control response compared to the proportional ac-
tive damping feedback and, therefore, the utilization of the low-pass Iter is justi ed for
T=6 < fres < F5=3.

The last distinct resonant frequency region is restricted only by the Nyquist frequency
as fs=3 < fres < =2, where the converter is still naturally unstable without the active
damping, since the roots are located in the RHP when R, = 0 . However, the imaginary
part changes its sign from the previous case in this region and active damping feedback
dynamics resemble the case of fes < f5=6. Fig. 3.21a shows the root trajectory in case
of proportional active damping feedback when fs=3 < f.,s < fs=2. The optimal value
for the virtual resistor is Rq = 12  vyielding "max 1500rad/s. Maximum value
is limited to Ry = 21 . Moreover, the e ect of the HPF is shown in Fig. 3.21b
with the HPF cuto -frequency of ! = 0:51 . Clearly, the roots are moved deeper into
the LHP and the optimum current-controller response is obtained with Rq = 12 ,
Tuax  2300rad/s, which is signi cantly better than with the proportional feedback
and, therefore, its necessity can be justi ed.

As a conclusion, it is important to acknowledge the overall e ect of the delay on
the system stability. Accordingly, active damping design must be performed carefully,
especially with higher f,.s=fs-ratios. Furthermore, in order to eliminate the e ect of
the system delay on the active damping performance, the selection of capacitor current

Itering method is essential. That is, a HPF should be utilized when s < fs=6 and
=3 < fs < fs=2. Moreover, a LPF is necessary for improved robustness when fs=6 <
Fres < Fs=3.

3.5.3 Single-current-feedback active damping scheme

Design constraints on single-current-feedback scheme

As discussed earlier, the frequency region f..s > fs=6 can be divided into two distinct
parts, similar to the multi-current feedback system, as the frequency-dependent behavior
of the delay does not change. Accordingly, fs=6 < f,s < fs=3 and fs=3 < f s < ;=2
can be identi ed. However, the active damping loop changes the single-current-feedback
scheme profoundly, and the same design rules do not apply as for the multi-current
counterpart.

Regarding the available literature on the design constraints, it has been observed in
case of GCF converters that the system stability is di cult to achieve when =3 < fs <
fs=2 due to unavoidable nonminimum-phase characteristics [36]. In fact, fes < 0:28f
has been found to be practical upper limit to the resonant frequency as the HPF imple-
mentation inside the control system becomes inaccurate due to the noise ampli cation
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and sampling errors. This lowers the achievable operating range to =6 < f.s < 0:28f;.
Similar restrictions can be found for ICF converter, which are analyzed through the
frequency-domain behavior of the active damping loop.

According to Figs. 3.3 and 3.7, the active damping loops for multi and single-current-
feedback schemes can be given by

Lng'ti_d = GdeIayGAD(GcL d Geo d) . (3.74)
ngltuq = GdelayGap(GeL g Gceo q)

L,Soi\g‘:"ed = GdelayGADGCL d . (3 75)
Lsingle =G G G y )
AD q delay P ADcL q

respectively. Since the d and g-components in both open-loop G and G, are practically
identical with each other at high frequencies, only the d-component is considered here
for simplicity. Fig. 3.22 shows the comparison of the active damping loop of multi and
single-current-feedback schemes. Additionally, for a single-current scheme, both negative
and positive damping gains (i.e., inverted and non-inverted) are presented. As discussed
in the previous section in case of multi-current-feedback scheme, the active damping
gain must be inverted to negative when the critical frequency (f.es = fs=6) is exceeded.
However, in case of single-current-feedback scheme, this logic does not hold anymore.

The active damping loop under single-current-feedback system may pose instability
problems due to its phase behavior, and the instability is partially caused by the sign
of the active damping gain. Accordingly, it is evident from Fig. 3.22 that the phase
crosses over 180 degrees when jLZiE?'ej 1 if a negative virtual resistor value is used.
This di ers from the multi-current-feedback counterpart, where a negative value would
be used for active damping gain when fes > fs=6. Aforementioned phase crossing at
the middle frequencies can be overcome by using a positive active damping gain, but the
loop is still prone to instability due to the low phase margin in vicinity of the LCL- Iter
resonant frequency.

In order to decrease the gain at the mid frequencies and increase the phase at the
higher frequencies, a high-pass Iter is utilized. ldeally, a 90 degree phase boost could
be obtained with a pure derivative gain ‘s’. However, high-frequency noise would be
excessively ampli ed and, moreover, the realization of such ideal derivative element is
di cult. Instead, a high-pass Iter, which can be implemented in digital controllers
quite easily, is used to produce the desired phase boost for a certain frequency range.
Accordingly, the Iter cuto frequency must be higher than the resonant frequency as
the phase boost is required for higher frequencies.
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Fig. 3.23: Active damping loop gains for capacitor-current feedback (solid black line), inverter-
current feedback with Ry 0  (blue dashed line) and high-pass- Itered inverter-current feedback
with Ry 0 (black dash-dotted line).

Figs. 3.23 and 3.24 show the proportional and high-pass- Itered active damping
loop gains in case of single-current-feedback schemes as well as the proportional multi-
current-feedback counterpart. As evident in Fig. 3.24, if the HPF is not utilized, the
active damping loop exhibits two -180 degree crossings to the same direction (i.e., two
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Nyquist plot encirclements around (-1,0)) with jLSAi\'I‘Dg'ej 1 indicating unstable dynamics.

However, the high-pass Iter increases the phase su ciently and the stability can be,
therefore, guaranteed. Furthermore, the HPF prevents the low-frequency harmonics
from passing through the active damping loop and, therefore, the high-pass- Itered gain
exhibits highly attenuated low-frequency behavior and resembles the capacitor-current-
feedback active damping.

Considering the frequency region of ;=3 < f.,s < fs=2 in case of the single-current-
feedback scheme, stability is hardly achieved. Fig. 3.25 presents comparison between the
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active damping loops when fs=3 < fs < fs=2 and f;=6 < f¢s < fs=3. Accordingly, the
sampling frequency is set exactly at fes = fs=3 ¥ 5 = 3f,s. Clearly, the phase crosses

180 degrees when jLi{'E?'ej 1 even with the phase boost induced by the HPF. Thus,
the observation agrees with the results proposed in [36] for GCF converters.

In conclusion, a high-pass Iter must be used for single-current-feedback active damp-
ing when operating under f..s > fs=6. Moreover, the limit for the minimum sampling
frequency can be given as g 3fes, Which is the same result as obtained for GCF
converters. Therefore, the same active damping design logic seems to apply for both
single-current-feedback ICF and GCF converters with active damping.

Case: fos < =6

Fig. 3.26a presents the root locus for proportional active damping in single-current-
feedback scheme. Regarding the resonant frequency region, active damping is not neces-
sarily required for stability, and the converter can operate with Rqy =0 , which would
still lead to highly oscillatory as well as long transient response due to minimal stability
margins. By increasing the virtual resistor value, the stability margins can be improved
and the optimal damping is obtained when Ry = 23  vyielding 'yax  2200rad/s.
The root locus crosses the imaginary-axis into the RHP when Rq = 41 , which is the
maximum value for virtual resistor in this case.
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Fig. 3.26: Root locus of (a) proportional active damping and (b) high-pass- Itered active damping
when fres < 5=6, 'Hpr = !res.

As the frequency region of f.s < f3=6 is considered, a high-pass Iter should improve
the stability characteristics of active damping. Root locus for the corresponding case is
shown in Fig. 3.26b. Inherent stability is obtained similarly to the proportional feedback
case, but the root locus is inferior. More accurately, the roots do not move far from the
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Fig. 3.27: Root locus of high-pass- Itered active damping when (a) high cuto frequency and (b)
low cuto -frequency is used, fs=6 < fres < 0:28fs, 'Hpr_high = 3:5¥res, 'HPF-low = 1:5res.

imaginary axis, and the poles with the lowest frequency are at the maximum distance from
the imaginary axis when Rg =27  vyielding 'max  2000rad/s. Clearly, the high-pass

Iter does not improve the system response as it does in the multi-current scheme under
the same conditions. However, the gain can be adjusted for a wider range as the maximum
virtual resistor value is Rq = 66 . This behavior can be explained by analyzing Figs.
3.24 and 3.25, which show that the high-pass Iter slightly decreases the gain at the
resonant frequency compared to the proportional feedback counterpart. Furthermore,
the gain margin is quite low as the phase crosses 180 degrees immediately after the
resonant peaks. Therefore, the e ect of the active damping feedback on the resonance
attenuation is decreased, which is observed as inferior root locus. Later in Section 4, it
is shown that this root locus behavior a ects signi cantly the output impedance at the
resonant frequency.

Case: fres > =6

As discussed earlier, only Itered feedback methods for active damping su ce for analysis
when fs > f;=6 due to the persistent unstable characteristics. Moreover, the sampling
frequency is restricted as ;=6 < fes < fs=3. For comparison, two cases with di erent
high-pass Iter cuto frequencies are shown in Figs. 3.27a and 3.27b. In the former, high-
pass Iter is designed to introduce su cient phase boost at the resonant frequency and,
therefore, the converter is stable. Considering the root locus, slightly inferior dynamics
can be observed (cf. Figs. 3.26a and 3.26b) as the maximum distance of the system roots
from the imaginary axis are obtained with Rq =56 yielding "wvax 200rad/s, which
indicates rather slow current response and the system being close to marginal stability.
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3.5. Root locus analysis

As evident from Fig. 3.27b, the high-pass Iter with low cuto -frequency yields
unstable converter dynamics due to insu cient phase boost by the HPF, which was shown
in Fig. 3.24. It can be, therefore, concluded that single-current-feedback ICF converter
should be operated in the resonant frequency region of f..s < fs=6 for improved stability.
Furthermore, the active damping design when operating under f..s > fs=6 should be
performed carefully since the converter is highly susceptible to instability. Especially,
optimizing the HPF design and the active damping gain is essential.
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4 OUTPUT IMPEDANCE WITH ACTIVE DAMPING

This chapter presents the output-impedance-properties of a three-phase grid-connected
inverter with active damping. The relation between the shape of the output impedance
and the active damping design is elaborated according to the observations regarding the
root-locus analysis in Sections 3.5.2 and 3.5.3. Furthermore, a comprehensive comparison
between the multi and single-current-feedback active damping schemes considering the
output impedance is presented.

4.1 Output impedance analysis

Regarding the output-impedance analysis, some practical matters are addressed next for
clari cation. The output impedance (i.e., 1=Y,) is analyzed in this section as it is more
comprehensible regarding the impedance-based stability evaluation. However, the output
admittance is analyzed considering the active-damping-a ected open-loop characteristics
in Section 4.2.

The e ect of active damping on the output impedance is visible at frequencies higher
than the current-controller bandwidth due to lack of control gain in the current loop.
Accordingly, the most interesting properties of the impedance are concentrated in vicin-
ity of the resonant frequency and, therefore, the frequency-domain impedance plots are
presented only from 100 Hz upwards. It should be also noted that only the d-component
is analyzed, since the mid-to-high-frequency characteristics (=100 Hz) between the d and
g-components are nearly identical as shown later in Chapter 5.

4.1.1 Multi-current feedback scheme

Case: fres < =6

Fig. 4.1 shows the d-component of the output impedance with proportional capacitor-
current feedback. Accordingly, Rq values of [5;15;27] are chosen for the analysis as
they represent the important points in the corresponding root locus in Fig. 3.18a, i.e.,
the minimum and maximum distances from the real and imaginary axes. Fig. 4.1 shows
that the shape of the impedance in vicinity of the resonant frequency varies as the virtual
resistor value is modi ed. First, by increasing the virtual resistor from Rq =5  (solid
line) to Ry = 15  (dashed line) the magnitude of the impedance in vicinity of the
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Magnitude (dB)

Phase (deg)

Frequency (Hz)

Fig. 4.1: Predicted d-component of the output impedance with proportional AD, Rq=5  (solid
line), Rgq= 15 (dashed line) and Rq= 27 (dash-dotted line).

resonant frequency increases from 4 dB to its highest value at 8 dB. Regarding the root
locus, when Rq =5 ¥ 15 | the system roots move farther from the imaginary axis
yielding faster current control response. The output impedance is impaired and decreases
below 0 dB if the active-damping-feedback gain is set to Rq = 27 , which is close to
the maximum limit as shown in Fig. 3.18a. Moreover, the output impedance loses its
passive characteristics, i.e., the phase 2 [ 90°::90°].

To decrease the e ect of the imaginary part of the active-damping feedback, a high-
pass Iter is inserted in the active-damping loop in order to provide the necessary phase
boost. Fig. 4.2 shows an identical case to Fig. 4.1 regarding the virtual-resistor val-
ues. The HPF cuto frequency was chosen as 'cuto = Yres cCOMplying with the design
rules proposed in [80]. Clearly, the output-impedance magnitude in vicinity of the res-
onant frequency is signi cantly increased compared to the case with pure proportional
capacitor-current feedback. The highest magnitude of 15 dB is obtained with Rq= 15

. Correspondingly, the root locus in Fig. 3.18b was also observed to exhibit improved
properties as the poles move farther from the imaginary axis (cf. Fig. 3.18a). As an
outcome of the higher impedance magnitude, grid-voltage harmonics are mitigated more
e ectively and the grid-current response would be improved. In addition, the phase of
the output impedance is passive even with larger virtual resistor values, which decreases
the possibility for impedance-based instability.
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Magnitude (dB)
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Fig. 4.2: Predicted d-component of the output impedance with HPF AD, Rq=5  (solid line),
Rg= 15 (dashed line) and Rq= 27 (dash-dotted line), Ycuto = Yres.

Case: fies > =6

Fig. 4.3 shows the output impedance using proportional AD feedback with Ry =
[ 5; 10; 20] , where the resonant frequency is set as fs=6 < f,s < f=3. The
sign of the active-damping-feedback gain is changed as required by the operating condi-
tions. Considering Fig. 4.3, the magnitude of the impedance in vicinity of the resonant
frequency changes similarly as in Fig. 4.1 for fes < fs=6. That is, the magnitude is

rst increased from 0 dB to its maximum value at 10 dB as the virtual resistor value is
decreased from Rq = 5 to Rq = 10 , respectively. Furthermore, the magnitude
decreases as the virtual resistor value is further decreased to Rq = 20 . As can be
observed, the output impedance is not passive and, therefore, the possibility for high-
frequency impedance-based interactions is evident [50]. In fact, this active-type behavior
is an inherent property of the output impedance when f,.s > f5=6, which is explained in
detail in Section 4.2.

Considering the frequency region of f;=6 < fs < fs=3, a high-pass Iter in the AD
feedback loop impairs the stability characteristics as predicted by the root locus in Fig.
3.19b. This also yields inferior output impedance characteristics as shown in Fig. 4.4,
where Yoo = 051, and Rg =[ 5; 10; 20] . Comparing Figs. 4.3 and 4.4, it is
evident that the HPF impairs the output impedance in vicinity of the resonant frequency
as the magnitude in Fig. 4.4 remains below 0 dB with all virtual resistor values and,
therefore, voltage harmonics can easily a ect the grid current.

Conversely, low-pass Itering the capacitor current yields a considerable improvement
in the impedance characteristics, which is in agreement with the observations regarding
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Magnitude (dB)

Phase (deg)

Frequency (Hz)

Fig. 4.3: Predicted d-component of the output impedance with prop. AD, Rq= -5 (solid line),
Rg=-10 (dashed line) and Rq= -14 (dash-dotted line), Ycuto = Yres.
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Fig. 4.4: Predicted d-component of the output impedance with HPF AD, Rq= -5  (solid line),
Rg=-10 (dashed line) and Rq= -14  (dash-dotted line), Ycuto = Yres.

the root-locus analysis in Fig. 3.20b. Fig. 4.5 shows the output impedance with Ry =
[ 5 10; 20] and 'cuto = 21,es. Clearly, the impedance magnitude in vicinity of the
resonant frequency is considerably higher compared with the HPF AD case shown in Fig.
4.4 and slightly higher compared with the case of pure proportional AD feedback shown
in Fig. 4.3. The highest impedance magnitude with LPF AD can be obtained by selecting
Rg=-15 as indicated by the corresponding root trajectory (cf. Fig. 3.20b). Moreover,
the output impedance is passive with small virtual-resistor values and, therefore, the risk
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Fig. 4.5: Predicted d-component of the output impedance with LPF AD, Rq= -5 (solid line),
Rg=-10 (dashed line) and Rq= -20  (dash-dotted line), Ycuto = Ures-
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Fig. 4.6: Predicted d-component of the output impedance with prop. AD, Rq= -5 (solid line),
Rg= -15 (dashed line) and Rq= -25 (dash-dotted line).

for impedance-based instability is negligible in that case. However, small virtual-resistor
value causes relatively low impedance magnitude in vicinity of the resonant frequency,
which indicates poor robustness against the grid-voltage harmonics.

By further changing the sampling frequency as fs=3 < f,s < fs=2, the active damping
implementation must be again changed in order to achieve improved performance. Fig.
4.6 shows the output impedance with pure proportional active-damping feedback, where
Rg =1[ 5; 15; 25] . The overall magnitude is low, which can be slightly improved
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Fig. 4.7: Predicted d-component of the output impedance with HPF AD, Rq= -5  (solid line),
Rg=-15 (dashed line) and Rq= -25 (dash-dotted line), Ycuto = Yres.

by selecting the active damping feedback gain properly. As discussed in Section 3.5, the
HPF with the present sampling frequency induces improved current-control properties
as is evident in the root locus in Fig. 3.21b. This yields higher impedance magnitude in
vicinity of the resonant frequency as is shown in Fig. 4.7 with Rq =[ 5; 15; 25]
Accordingly, the magnitude of the output impedance can be increased from 1 dB to over
10 dB, which is a signi cant improvement, and has positive e ect on robustness of the
converter against grid background voltage harmonics.

By considering the aforementioned impedance analysis in case of the multi-current-
feedback scheme, it can be concluded that the HPF is not needed when fs=6 < s < fs=3,
and should it be omitted considering the output impedance magnitude as well as the
overall converter stability. Instead, a low-pass Iter in the capacitor-current feedback
should be used to increase the magnitude of the output impedance near the resonant
frequency and to improve converter stability. Conversely, the HPF is recommended
regarding the overall stability and the output impedance characteristics when fres < f5=6
and fs=3 < f,s < f;=2. Regarding the relation between the root locus analysis and the
shape of the output impedance, it is worth noting that the root locus may su ce in order
to design the output impedance with high magnitude in vicinity of the resonant frequency.
However, the phase behavior cannot be concluded from such loci and, therefore, pure root-
locus design does not guarantee stable operation as the impedance-based interactions are
based also on the phase behavior.
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4.1.2 Single-current-feedback scheme

As discussed in Section 3.5.3, the single-current-feedback scheme exhibits inherent con-
straints for the control system design, which, in turn, limits the analysis of the output
impedance for resonant frequency regions of f..s < ;=6 and ;=6 < fis < f;=3. In the
naturally stable frequency region, both proportional and HPF active damping feedback
schemes are analyzed. Conversely, for f.s > fs=6, only the HPF feedback scheme is
evaluated.

Case: fres < =6

Fig. 4.8 shows the output impedance with proportional active damping feedback using
virtual resistor values of Rgy = [ 10; 20; 30] . As can be observed, the behavior
of the impedance magnitude is similar to the multi-current-feedback scheme due to the
parabolic root locus (cf. Fig. 3.26a), which induces corresponding behavior on the
output impedance. Accordingly, the magnitude is at highest, when the root trajectory is
farthest from the imaginary axis as shown in Fig. 3.26a with Rq = 21 . However, the
magnitude from 100 Hz to 1 kHz is increased compared to its multi-current-feedback-
scheme counterpart shown in Fig. 4.1. The impedance exhibits also a phase ip over 180
degrees at lower frequencies, when a small active damping gain is used, which indicates
a positive real part and non-passivity of the impedance, i.e., RefZ,g 0.

Regarding the magnitude increase when 100 < f < 1000 Hz, it is related to the
active-damping-a ected open-loop dynamics, which are more elaborated in Section 4.2.
The low-frequency phase ip, in turn, was observed to be related to the design of the
input-voltage control. More precisely, the input-voltage-control loop should contain a
high phase margin in order to avoid the low-frequency phase ip. However, the input-
control optimization regarding the aforementioned phenomenon is not included in this
thesis, although it a ects the impedance-based behavior of the converter and should be
addressed in the future research. A simple method to overcome the active-type impedance
in this case is by the Itering the active-damping feedback, which maintains the passive
output-impedance characteristics.

Fig. 4.9 shows the output impedance a ected by the HPF active-damping method
with Rg = [ 10; 20; 30] and .o = 'ies. It can be observed that the phase of
the impedance is passive, and the low-frequency phase ip shown in Fig. 4.8 is absent.
However, the output impedance magnitude in vicinity of the resonant frequency can be
considered slightly inferior or equivalent compared to the case with pure proportional
active-damping feedback, which is in accordance with the root-locus analysis shown in
Figs. 3.26a and 3.26b. Furthermore, the magnitude increase in the range of 100-1000 Hz
observed in the pure proportional active-damping scheme is absent, because the charac-
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Magnitude (dB)
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Frequency (Hz)

Fig. 4.8: Predicted d-component of the output impedance with proportional AD, Rq=-10 (solid
line), Rg= -20  (dashed line) and Rq= -30  (dash-dotted line).
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Fig. 4.9: Predicted d-component of the output impedance with HPF AD, Rq= -10  (solid line),
Rg=-20 (dashed line) and Rq= -30 (dash-dotted line), Ycuto = !res.

teristics resemble the capacitor-current-feedback active damping as discussed in Section
3.5.3.
Case: fes > =6

Only the Itered active-damping-feedback implementation provides stable dynamics,
when f.s > =6 in case of the single-current-feedback scheme. Accordingly, Fig. 4.10
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Fig. 4.10: Predicted d-component of the output impedance with HPF AD, Rq=20 (solid line),
Rgq= 40 (dashed line) and Rq= 60 (dash-dotted line), Ycyto = 3:5!yes.

shows the output impedance with incrementing virtual resistor value as Rq = [20; 40; 60]
. The high-pass- Iter cuto frequency was set at relatively high frequency (Tcuto =
3:51,¢) in order to provide the necessary phase boost at the resonant frequency. Evi-
dently, the shape of the impedance resembles the case shown in Fig. 4.9 for fes < fs=6.
Regarding the root locus shown in Fig. 3.27a, it is hard to obtain high output impedance
in this case as the roots stay in the vicinity of the imaginary axis. The highest magnitude
is obtained by setting the virtual resistor value between 50-60, which subsequently yields
an impedance magnitude of around 5 dB. Moreover, the output impedance is passive,
which is contrary to the multi-current-feedback scheme operating under f,es > f;=6. The
explanation for the aforementioned behavior is given in the following section.

4.2 Comparison of single and multi-current-feedback schemes

Considering the analysis in the previous sections, the multi and single-current-feedback
active-damping schemes exhibit di erent output admittance properties, yet the causes
might not be clear. For example, the single-current-feedback scheme has lower admit-
tance below the resonant frequency. When the HPF is utilized, it resembles the behavior
of the multi-current-feedback active damping scheme. Moreover, the admittance remains
passive in case of the single-current-feedback implementation when f..s > f=6. Ac-
cordingly, this section discusses the matter by analyzing the detailed e ect of the active
damping on speci ¢ system transfer functions in order to clarify the observed properties
such as:
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The di erences in the low-frequency (100-1000 Hz) magnitude of the output ad-
mittance between the single and multi-current-feedback schemes.

The non-passivity of the output admittance in case of the multi-current-feedback
active damping implementation inside the frequency region of 500 < f < 2000 Hz.

4.2.1 Magnitude of output admittance

The active-damping feedback modi es the corresponding open-loop transfer functions
inside its control bandwidth as discussed in Sections 3.2 and 3.3. Therefore, in the multi-
current-feedback scheme, the transfer functions are modi ed in vicinity of the resonant
frequency, and the single-current-feedback scheme modi es the transfer functions also
at medium frequencies. Accordingly, Egs. (4.1) and (4.2) present the active-damping-
a ected output admittances (cf. Egs. 3.22 and 3.35) as

GdeIayGADG‘co d(GoL d Yo d)

1+ GdetayGap (Ge. 0 Geo o)

L,rzlgltld Geo d(GoL 0 Yo a) “4.1)
1+L0EY%  GeLl d Geo d

AD multi —
YO d _YO d

—Yod

— multi .
=Yo d Gmod d

for the multi-current scheme, and

AD single _ GdelayGADGco dGoL d
Y =Yy 4

o d 1"'G‘delayGADGcL d
ingl
=V, 4 Lab @ Geo dGoL d (4.2)
R A CR
SR

for the single-current-feedback scheme. Note that Lo/ "9 =(1 + L %/n9ey 1

within the active-damping-loop bandwidth, where the active-damping-a ected multi and
single-current-feedback scheme output admittances are changed by the corresponding
modi er terms, i.e., Geo d(GoL d Yo d)=(GeL d  Geo d) @anNd Geo dGoL d=GeL d)
respectively.

Figs. 4.11 and 4.12 illustrate the frequency-domain behavior of di erent components
in (4.1) and (4.2), respectively. The open-loop output admittance is the same with both
multi and single-current-feedback active damping schemes. However, the modi er part
Gmuttieingle changes signi cantly, which yields di erent active-damping-a ected open-
loop characteristics of the output admittances.
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Considering the multi-current-feedback active damping scheme, in order to prop-
erly damp the resonance and induce deviations to the nominal open-loop dynamics,
jGmUIti i jYo gjand 1, 180°. In Fig. 4.11 the modi er magnitude is relatively
small compared to the open-loop output admittance (jIGMU i jY, 4j) when f < 1000
Hz and, therefore, the active-damping-a ected output admittance exhibits similar char-
acteristics with the nominal open-loop output admittance. However, ijg'd“ al 1Yo di
when 600 < f < 3000 Hz, which induces the damping e ect seen in the active-damping-
a ected output admittance

The single-current-feedback scheme, on the other hand, imposes quite di erent char-
acteristics on the output admittance. As evident from Fig. 4.12, the behavior of the mod-
i er partisdi erent from the multi-current-feedback counterpart. This can be explained
by considering the modi er term in (4.2) and the control-loop-like structure discussed in
Section 3.3. Accordingly, the active-damping loop has high gain also at lower frequen-
cies, which changes the modi er term in (4.2). The nominal open-loop output admittance
and the modi er have nearly the same gain, i.e., JGI"9® ;j jY, 4j with ; , 180°
for a wide frequency range (10 < f < 700 Hz). Therefore, the active-damping-a ected
output admittance exhibits low and nearly constant gain in the corresponding frequency
range, and the magnitude maintains its steady-state value (’?od:ood log=Uog) inside
the active-damping loop.

The resonant-frequency gain di erence in the output admittance between the multi
and single-current-feedback schemes can be explained by analyzing Fig. 4.13. The mag-
nitude of the modi er term jGMUlti j equals to the magnitude of the open-loop output
admittance as jGMU!t i jYo gjand 1 >  180° in vicinity of the resonant fre-
quency. Thus, the resonant behavior is e ectively damped. Moreover, the gain of the
modi er term in case of the multi-current-feedback scheme damps the LCL- Iter reso-
nance for a wider frequency range compared to the single-current-feedback counterpart as

(GGMulti j jGinge j) 20 dB when f > f..s. Therefore, the multi-current-feedback
scheme induces increased damping on the resonant-frequency magnitude of the output
admittance as can be observed from Fig. 4.14. Considering the single-current-feedback
counterpart, the phase di erence between the open-loop admittance and the modi er
term deviates from 180 degrees causing decreased damping of the resonance.

For demonstrative purposes, Fig. 4.14 shows the active-damping-a ected open-loop
output admittances in case of proportional multi-current-feedback, proportional single-
current-feedback and HPF single-current-feedback active damping schemes. As observ-
able, the proportional multi-current-feedback scheme resembles the HPF single-current-
feedback scheme due to similarities in the active damping loop gain. Conversely, the
single-current-feedback scheme induces signi cantly di erent admittance properties within
the corresponding active-damping-loop bandwidth. This yields to decreased admittance
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Fig. 4.11: Active-damping-a ected output admittance (solid black line), nominal open-loop out-

put admittance (solid green line) and modi er transfer function (dashed blue line) in case of multi-
current-feedback scheme.
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Fig. 4.12: Active-damping-a ected output admittance (solid black line), nominal open-loop out-
put admittance (solid green line) and modi er transfer function (dashed red line) in case of single-
current-feedback scheme.

magnitude (or increased impedance) for 10 < f < 800 Hz (see Fig. 4.15). Accordingly,
the current control bandwidth is limited to 400 500 Hz. Beyond the current-control
bandwidth, open-loop dynamics begin to determine the shape of the output admittance.
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Fig. 4.13: Enlarged depiction of the modi er terms in case of multi-current-feedback scheme
(dashed blue line), single-current-feedback scheme (dashed red line) and nominal open-loop output
admittance (solid green line ). Note that the phase of the nominal transfer function (green line) is

shifted +360°.
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Fig. 4.14: Active-damping-a ected output admittances in case of multi-current-feedback scheme
(solid blue line), single-current-feedback scheme with proportional AD feedback (solid red line) and
single-current-feedback scheme with HPF AD (dashed red line).

4.2.2 Passivity of output admittance

As shown in Section 4.1.2, the single-current-feedback active damping scheme induces
passive high-frequency characteristics in the output impedance even when f..s > f=6.
This imposes a major advantage compared with the multi-current-feedback scheme as
the sensitivity to impedance-based instability is decreased. The explanation for such
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Fig. 4.15: Closed-loop output impedances in case of multi-current-feedback scheme (solid line)
and single-current-feedback scheme with proportional AD (dashed line).

behavior lies in the active-damping-a ected open-loop output admittance. Accordingly,
the active-damping-a ected output admittances in (3.22) and (3.35) are sums of the
nominal open-loop output admittance and the active-damping-induced modi er part as
shown in (4.1) and (4.2), respectively. The nominal open-loop output admittance Y, ¢
is inherently passive regardless of the sampling frequency as it is determined only by the
operating point and passive power-stage components, i.e., RefY, 4qg 0. Therefore, it
can be assumed that the modi er parts GMUlti . or G9!  may induce the observed
non-passivity. Considering Section 3.1.2, the delay term changes its sign depending on
the operating conditions and, therefore, the modi er transfer functions may vary and
induce the non-passive behavior. Similar observations are shown in [51, 61], where the
behavior of the delay was noticed to induce the active-type impedance via the current
control loop.

Fig. 4.16a shows the behavior of the real part in the active-damping-a ected output
admittance when the multi-current-feedback active damping scheme is used under s <
f=6 and fs=6 < f,s < fs=3. The real parts are similar when f < 500 Hz, but a negative
real part is evident when 500 < f < 2000 Hz if f;=6 < f,,s < fs=3, which indicates
non-passive admittance characteristics in the active-damping-a ected open-loop output
admittance. If the non-passive behavior cannot be eliminated by the current control
design, it also persists in the closed-loop output admittance characteristics.

The output admittance under single-current-feedback active damping scheme is shown
in Fig. 4.16b for both fs < fs=6 and fs=6 < fs < fs=3. Evidently, the real part
does not go below zero in the frequency range of 500 2000 Hz when fs=6 < fies <
f;=3, contrary to the multi-current-feedback counterpart. Thus, the phase of the output
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Fig. 4.16: Real part of the active-damping-a ected output admittance when fres < fs=6 (solid

line) and fs=6 < fres < fs=3 (dashed line) in (a) multi-current-feedback active damping scheme
and (b) single-current-feedback active damping scheme.

admittance exhibits passive characteristics.

Considering both the multi and single-current-feedback schemes, the corresponding
admittance properties can be explained by analyzing the active-damping-modi er terms
in (4.1) and (4.2). The real parts of the modi ers are shown for both the aforementioned
active damping schemes in Figs. 4.18a and 4.18b, respectively. In Fig. 4.18a, as the
RefY, 40 0 in the nominal open-loop output admittance (cf. Fig. 4.17), the modi er
term imposes the observed negative real part when 500 < f < 2000 Hz as RefGMu!ti g
0. On the contrary, the output admittance under single-current-feedback scheme exhibits
positive real part between when 500 < f < 2000 Hz. Accordingly, the real part in the
modi er termis di erent compared with the multi-current-feedback scheme since the sign
of the active damping gain is not changed. Thus, in both frequency regions of fes < fs=6
and f=6 < T < fs=3, the modi er has a positive real part, which a ects the active-
damping-a ected output admittance, because RefY,y,g 0 and RefGind®,g 0 in
the aforementioned frequency range. Therefore, the active-type behavior of the output
admittance is absent.

4.3 Conclusions

The single-current-feedback active damping scheme may clearly yield higher impedance
below the resonant frequency compared with the multi-current scheme, which would at-
tenuate the most common grid voltage harmonics (i.e., the 3, 5" and 7" harmonic)
more e ciently. However, according to the stability analysis of the single-current scheme,
the stability margins are inferior especially when f,.s > fs=6. Furthermore, the magni-
tude of the impedance in vicinity of the resonant frequency does not necessarily reach
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Fig. 4.17: Real part of the nominal open-loop output admittance.
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Fig. 4.18: Real part of the modi er term when fres < fs=6 (solid line) and fs=6 < fres < fs=3
(dashed line) in (a) multi-current-feedback active damping scheme and (b) single-current-feedback
active damping scheme.

the same level as with the multi-current-feedback scheme. Even though the low fre-
guency impedance might be higher, the voltage harmonics may be transferred into the
grid current via the resonant frequency impedance. Actually, as discussed in the previous
section, the main advantages of the single-current feedback scheme are reduced costs and
the passivity of the impedance, which is obtained even for f,.s > fs=6. This signi cantly
decreases the risk for the impedance-based instability in all operating conditions of the
converter. Hence, the single-current method may be used if the system costs are to be
reduced and robustness regarding the impedance-based stability is required. Considering
the low impedance at the resonant frequency, it would inevitably lead to operating con-
straints of the corresponding converter as the real grid may contain signi cant amount of
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voltage harmonics especially in multi-parallel inverter systems [47, 58]. Thus, the multi-
current scheme is better in terms of the mitigation capability of harmonic voltages as
well as internal system stability, which was shown in the root trajectory analysis in Sec-
tion 3.5. Furthermore, the real capacitor-current is measured, which allows more robust
operation, when fes > T5=6.
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5 EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

This chapter provides the experimental measurements in order to verify the accuracy
of the derived small-signal models, the root locus analyses, and the output-impedance
properties. Accordingly, both the simulated and measured transfer functions are pre-
sented regarding the open and closed-loop models in Chapter 2 as well as the impedance
analysis in Chapter 4. The internal stability of the converter regarding the root trajec-
tories in Section 3.5 is veri ed with time-domain measurements. The impedance-based
interactions are demonstrated as well.

The measurement setup, shown in Fig. 5.1, was used in the experimental tests.
Photovoltaic (PV) simulator PVS7000 and three-phase grid-emulator PAS15000 manu-
factured by Spitzenberger & Spies are used as an input source and load, respectively.
The three-phase grid-connected inverter is implemented on the SiC-based inverter bridge
MWINV-1044-SIC manufactured by MyWay. Converter control was implemented by us-
ing a dSPACE DS1103 platform. Furthermore, the output impedance was measured with
the corresponding platform by using pseudo-random binary sequence (PRBS) method
[87]. Note that simulated frequency responses were also obtained by using the PRBS
technique implemented in MATLAB with Simscape Power Systems tools.

Measured converter

Three-phase
grid emulator

dSPACE

Fig. 5.1: Overview of the measurement setup.
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Fig. 5.2: Simulated (solid line) and modeled (dotted line) open-loop control-to-inductor-current
GcL-g response in case of multi-current-feedback active damping.

5.1 Open-loop veri cations

The open-loop dynamics are veri ed by simulations with MATLAB, which isan e cient
way to verify the open-loop models. The validity of the open-loop transfer functions is
important since the analysis in this thesis is based on the active-damping-a ected open-
loop dynamics. A PRBS method is utilized to extract the frequency responses from the
time-domain simulation model. These open-loop simulations verify the models derived
in Chapters 2 and 3. The parameters used in the simulations are found in Table 3.1,
which are used also for the experimental measurements of the prototype inverter.

As discussed earlier, the open-loop control-to-inductor-current transfer function and
the output admittance are analyzed here. The former is used in the closed-loop control
design and the latter in the speci c active damping analysis. Fig. 5.2 shows the predicted
and simulated active-damping-a ected control-to-inductor-current transfer function in
case of the multi-current-feedback active damping scheme. Furthermore, the correspond-
ing frequency responses in case of the single-current-feedback scheme are shown in Fig.
5.3. The simulated and predicted frequency responses match well in both cases, and the
di erences between the two schemes are clearly visible.

As discussed in Chapter 3, the open-loop output admittance changes signi cantly de-
pending on the active damping implementation. Accordingly, the single-current-feedback
active damping scheme induces control-loop-like properties and, therefore, the output
admittance was observed to exhibit signi cantly lower magnitude below the resonant
frequency. This observation is visible also in the simulations, which are presented in case
of both the multi and single-current-feedback schemes in Figs. 5.4 and 5.5, respectively.
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Fig. 5.4: Simulated (solid line) and modeled (dotted line) open-loop output admittance Yo in
case of multi-current-feedback active damping.

Clearly, the simulated frequency responses match well with the analytical models.

5.2 Closed-loop veri cations

Closed-loop veri cations validate the obtained closed-loop impedance model as well as
the control and active damping designs. The DC-link voltage control loop is veri ed by
means of MATLAB simulation and the output impedance is measured with a prototype
inverter. As the closed-loop output impedance is a ected by both the output-current and
DC-link voltage-control designs, the validity of the closed-loop model can be determined
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Fig. 5.5: Simulated (solid line) and modeled (dotted line) open-loop output admittance Yq.g in
case of single-current-feedback active damping.

by the impedance measurements.

5.2.1 Input-voltage control design

The input-voltage control should be designed properly due to inherent constraints caused
by the used topology, which introduces an RHP pole into the control dynamics, when
operating in the CCR. Regarding the control engineering principles, the crossover fre-
quency of the control loop shall be higher than the RHP-pole frequency, which is o1 =
1in=CinUin  12:3 rad/s. Furthermore, the maximum limit for the crossover frequency
is imposed by the 100 Hz DC-link voltage ripple caused by an unbalanced grid. Su -
cient attenuation should be provided in order to avoid the pollution of the grid current
reference.

The method to verify the DC-link control loop is shown in Fig. 5.6. A sinusoidal
injection is provided to the input voltage reference signal, and the error signal as well as
the input voltage are measured. Thus, the voltage control loop is determined according to
corresponding gure as Lj, = Ggi“thc. Fig. 5.7 shows the simulated input-voltage loop
gain, where the desired 20 dB attenuation at 100 Hz is nearly obtained. Furthermore,
the gain and phase margins are 60 dB and 89 degrees, respectively, indicating good
stability margins. Moreover, di erence between the simulated and predicted loop gains
is negligible, thus, the control design can be assumed to be accurate.
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5.2.2 Output impedance veri cation

This section presents the output impedance measurements from the prototype inverter.
The corresponding measurement setup is shown in Fig. C.1 in Appendix B. Considering
both the multi and single-current-feedback schemes, di erent active damping feedback
implementations are veri ed according to the analyses shown in Sections 3.5 and 3.1.2
under operating conditions of fres < =6, fs=6 < fres < fs=3 and ;=3 < fres < fs=2.

Multi-current-feedback scheme

Fig. 5.8 shows the measured d and g-components of the output impedance, when fres <
fs=6 with proportional active damping feedback (Rq = 10 ). As can be seen, the active-
type impedance is visible in the g-component at low frequencies as the phase is close to
-180 degrees, which is caused by the PLL [66]. The impedance magnitude in vicinity of
the resonant frequency is around 5 dB, which might be insu cient since 5dB 1.8

That is, a voltage harmonic at the corresponding frequency with only 1.8 VV amplitude
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Fig. 5.8: Modeled (dotted lines) and measured d and g-components (blue line and black dashed
line) of the output impedance in case of proportional active damping feedback, Rq = 10

would yield a harmonic current response of 1 A. Regarding the operating point, the
corresponding grid current is around 10 A and, therefore, the harmonic current would be
10 % of the nominal current.

The robustness of the converter can be improved for fes < fs=6 by using a high-
pass- Itered active damping feedback according to the analysis in Section 3.5. As shown
earlier in both the root locus and impedance analyses, the HPF induces more damped
transient response and higher output impedance magnitude. Accordingly, Fig. 5.9 shows
the output impedance for the corresponding case with Rg = 10 and Yeyto = Tres.
Comparing Figs. 5.8 and 5.9, the magnitude at the resonant frequency is increased
from 5 dB to around 15 dB 5.6 by using the HPF active damping and, therefore,
signi cantly larger voltage harmonic at the resonant frequency would be required to
induce the same 1 A harmonic current as in Fig. 5.8.

When the sampling frequency changes as fs=6 < f,¢s < f5=3, signi cant changes occur
in the output impedance. The phase begins to resemble active-type impedance (i.e., non-
passive) around the resonant frequency, which is harmful for the overall system stability.
This can be seen in Fig. 5.10, which shows the output impedance for proportional active
damping feedback with Rq = 10

Considering Section 3.5, a low-pass Iter is recommended for improving the system
stability, when the converter is operating under ;=6 < fs < fs=3. Comparing the
root trajectories in Figs. 3.19a and 3.20b, it is evident that such Iter induces bene cial
properties in the current-control dynamics. Correspondingly, the low-pass- Itered active
damping feedback improves the output impedance characteristics as shown in Fig. 5.11
with Rg = 15 . Clearly, the resonant behavior is e ectively reduced as the magnitude
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Fig. 5.10: Modeled (dotted lines) and measured d and g-components (blue line and black dashed
line) of the output impedance in case of proportional active damping feedback, Rq = 10

of the output impedance (15 dB) only slightly varies within the frequency range of
1 3 kHz. Hence, the grid-voltage harmonics do not a ect the grid current signi cantly
in the given frequency range compared to the case of proportional feedback in Fig. 5.10.
By further changing the sampling frequency as fs=3 < fs < f;=2, a high-pass Iter is
recommended to improve the system stability as well as the output impedance properties.
Fig. 5.12 shows the output impedance with high-pass- Itered active damping (Rq =
15, Touto = 0:51.). As can be observed, the output impedance exhibits similar
characteristics as in case of Fig. 5.11, since the magnitude stays relatively constant in
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Fig. 5.12: Modeled (dotted lines) and measured d and g-components (blue line and black dashed
line) of the output impedance in case of HPF active damping feedback, Rq = 15 , Icyto =
0:50 res.

a wide frequency range. Clearly, the resonant behavior is e ectively reduced, and the
magnitude of the output impedance is su ciently high (10 dB).

Considering the measurements presented in this section, the derived model is accurate
and predicts the resonant-frequency-impedance behavior well. This is important as the

active damping a ects only in vicinity of the resonant frequency, which can be accurately
analyzed using the derived model.
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Fig. 5.13: Modeled (dotted lines) and measured d and g-components (blue line and black dashed
line) of the output impedance in case of single-current-feedback active damping , Rq = 10

Single-current-feedback scheme

Regarding the inherent operating constraints discussed in Section 3.5.3 in case of the
single-current-feedback active damping scheme, the output impedance is veri ed with
proportional and HPF active damping for fs < f;=6 and with HPF active damping for
f=6 < fres < fs=3. Fig. 5.13 shows the output impedance in case of proportional active
damping with Rq = 10 , when the converter operates under f..s < fs=6. Evidently,
the magnitude of the output impedance in the frequency range of 100 1000 Hz is
higher compared to the multi-current-feedback counterpart in Fig. 5.8. This property
is bene cial as the common grid-voltage harmonics are the 3@, 5t and 7t harmonics.
In case of the aforementioned frequencies, the output impedance in the demonstrated
case is always higher than 20 dB, which e ectively prevents the voltage harmonics from
polluting the grid current.

Considering the Itered active damping feedback implementation, Fig. 5.14 shows
the output impedance in case of high-pass- Itered active damping with Rg =15 and
Touto = 3. Clearly, the shape of the output impedance is similar to Fig. 5.8,
since the HPF single-current-feedback active damping resembles the proportional multi-
current-feedback method. Accordingly, a decrease in the magnitude is observable in the
frequency range of 100 1000 Hz, which is peculiar in the multi-current-feedback schemes
due to the lower open-loop output admittance. Referring to the measured impedances
in Figs. 5.13 and 5.14, the analysis shown in Section 4.2 regarding the behavior of the
single-current-feedback active damping and its e ect on the system transfer functions is
accurate.
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Fig. 5.15: Modeled (dotted lines) and measured d and g-components (blue line and black dashed

line) of the output impedance in case of single-current-feedback HPF active damping , Rq = 55
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As discussed in Section 3.5, the measured inverter current must be high-pass
when operating under fs=6 < f,.s < fs=3 in order to eliminate the low frequency gain

= 3:58res.

1

Itered,

and to induce phase boost in the active damping loop. Accordingly, Fig. 5.15 shows

the output impedance in case of HPF AD when Ry = 55 and .,
icant distortions are visible in the measured impedance as the internal stability of the

= 3 ! res: Slgnif'

converter is weak according to the root locus analysis of the corresponding case in Fig.
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Fig. 5.16: Measured phase voltage and current during normal operation (top left), marginal
stability (top right) and instability (bottom).

3.27a. Accordingly, the roots stay near the imaginary axis regardless of the feedback
gain indicating poor stability characteristics of the output-current control. Therefore,
the measured impedance is distorted. However, the measured impedances clearly follow
the predictions regardless of the distortions.

5.2.3 Stability of the active damping loop

The location of the roots in the current-control dynamics determines the system stability,
that is, whether the roots lie in the left-half plane or the right-half plane and how far
they are from the real and imaginary axes. Considering the root loci presented in Section
3.5, the validity of the results should be addressed in order to justify their utilization in
the active damping design. Accordingly, two di erent cases are shortly analyzed here in
order to present the accuracy of the root loci in determining the control-system stability.

In Fig. 5.16, the active-damping stability is analyzed in case of the proportional
capacitor-current feedback in the naturally stable resonant frequency region of fres <
f=6. The system stability is determined by the corresponding root locus shown in Fig.
3.18a. Accordingly, the active damping gain is rst set to Rq = 10 , which yields
stable current-control dynamics. The virtual resistor value is then changed to Rq = 27
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Fig. 5.17: Measured phase voltage and current during unstable operation without HPF (top) and
under nominal operation with HPF (bottom).

, Where the system is marginally stable referring to the root trajectory in Fig. 3.18a.
Clearly, the output current becomes slightly distorted (cf. Fig. 5.16 top right gure).
By setting Rq =29 , the roots cross the imaginary axis to the RHP causing unstable
current dynamics as is evident in the bottom gure in Fig. 5.16.

The high-pass Iter improves the system stability characteristics and allows selecting
the virtual resistor value for wider range compared to the pure proportional active-
damping-feedback implementation. This is demonstrated in Fig. 5.17 in case of the
single-current-feedback scheme when f..s < fs=6. The root loci regarding the stability
analysis are shown in Figs. 3.26a and 3.26b. The pure proportional feedback is demon-
strated rst, and the virtual resistor value is rst set to Rq = 41 , which places the
control-system poles to the RHP yielding unstable operation as visible in the top gure in
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Fig. 5.17. However, by activating the high-pass Iter, the roots with the aforementioned
active damping gain move back into the LHP, which stabilizes the system. Considering
the root locus analysis, it can be concluded that the aforementioned root loci predict
accurately the overall control system stability and, thus, they can be used to determine
the suitable active-damping-feedback gain.

5.3 Impedance-based analysis

This section demonstrates the impedance-based interactions a ecting the stable opera-
tion of grid-connected converters. Accordingly, both the e ect of the grid background
harmonics and the impedance-based instability are presented. The Nyquist stability
criterion is an essential tool in the analyzing stability of interconnected systems and,
therefore, it is brie y discussed next in order to elaborate the matter. The stability
criterion is demonstrated later in order to validate its usefulness.

5.3.1 Nyquist stability criterion

In grid-connected applications, the utility grid regulates the voltage seen by the con-
verter, thus the grid voltage acts as a disturbance element from the system point-of-view.
Accordingly, the converter controls its output current with high bandwidth, and is con-
sidered, in the small-signal analysis, as a constant current source feeding the grid. The
interconnection can be represented as a small-signal impedance model as shown in Fig.
5.18a. The grid voltage should not a ect the output current, which maintains its value
regardless of the voltage and, therefore, the current source should exhibit ideally in nite
parallel output impedance. In practical applications, this is not true as the converter has
a nite output impedance dictated by the control dynamics and the Iter parameters. As
shown earlier, the output impedance can exhibit very low magnitude around the resonant
frequency, which impairs its ideal properties.

The ideal grid, on the other hand, should have a zero series impedance in order to
decouple the grid from the converter. However, the real grid contains a nite series
input impedance exhibiting mostly inductive properties with various resonances [45, 46].
Therefore, the voltage at the PCC (cf. Fig. 5.18a) is a ected by the injected grid current
as Opcc = Zgh » + 0, and, thus, the grid and the converter are considered to be coupled
and susceptible to interactions.

Based on the small-signal equivalent circuit shown in Fig. 5.18a, the output current
vector 1, , can be given as in (5.1).
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Fig. 5.18: (a) Small-signal representation of the grid interface and (b) its equivalent control
block-diagram.
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It can be seen from (5.1) that the grid current is dependent on the source current (a ected
by the control dynamics) and the grid voltage. The interconnection imposes a loop
structure, which a ects the behavior and stability of the grid current as demonstrated in
Fig. 5.18b.

The stability can be evaluated by applying the generalized Nyquist stability criterion
to the return-ratio matrix Y,Zq [88]. If the cross-couplings are neglected as they usually
are small in magnitude, since no reactive power is produced, the direct and quadra-
ture components of the impedances su ce for the analysis separately and are considered
decoupled. That is, the stability of the d-component can be analyzed with the inverse mi-
nor loop gain Liminor-dd = Yo ddZg dd and the g-component by Lminor-qq = Yo qqZg qq-
Considering Fig. 5.18b and the basic control engineering principles, the stability of the
loop is guaranteed if the converter output impedance is higher than the grid impedance
as then jZgj=jZoj < 1, which would ensure the stability of the corresponding minor loop
gain. Moreover, an ideal grid with zero series impedance would guarantee the stability
of the minor loop gain as well.

The real grid often exhibits inductive characteristics especially at higher frequencies
[46] and, thus the grid impedance may exceed the converter output impedance yield-
ing jZy4j=jZoj = 1. The aforementioned case would make the converter susceptible to
impedance-based instability if the converter output impedance loses its passive charac-
teristics and the phase di erence of Zg.qq and Zy.qq e€xceeds 180 degrees. It has been
already observed that the PLL causes active-type-impedance behavior at the low fre-
quencies [52, 58, 64, 66, 68]. Such phase behavior can exist also at higher frequencies, in

104



5.3. Impedance-based analysis

certain conditions, due to the current controller [51] and the active damping, which may
easily introduce high-frequency impedance-based instability.

5.3.2 Impedance-based instability and background harmonics

Regarding the factors a ecting the stable operation of a grid-connected converter, active-
type output impedance increases signi cantly the impedance-based-instability sensitivity
of the grid-connected converter. Furthermore, in a grid-feeding converter, low output
impedance at the resonant frequency enables the grid voltage harmonics to interact with
the converter causing harmonic currents proportional to the impedance magnitude at
the corresponding frequency. These two factors may degrade the power quality, because
the grid current may get excessively polluted as observed, e.g., in [49]. Therefore, it
should be ensured that the output impedance of the converter exhibits passive properties
and the magnitude is as high as possible. Accordingly, it is important to address the
aforementioned risks as a part of the active damping design as its e ect on the output
impedance is signi cant. In order to emphasize the importance of aforementioned factors,
this section will verify the power quality issues induced by the impedance-based instability
and the grid background harmonics.

Considering the impedance-based stability, active-type output impedance is analyzed
in this case, where the sampling frequency is restricted as fres > fs=6. As discussed in
Section 5.3.1, a nite series grid impedance is required for interactions. Thus, a high
impedance grid (i.e., a weak grid) is analyzed here, which is determined by the short-
circuit-ratio (SCR) or the X=R-ratio, where SCR< 3 or X=R < 5. The weak grid is
demonstrated with the resistive and inductive values of R = 0:5 and L = 1 mH,
respectively, yielding X=R = 0:63.

Fig. 5.19 shows the Bode plots of the grid impedance Zy.4q and the active-type output
impedance Zyqq With LPF AD, which refer to the case shown in Fig. 4.5. Moreover,
the Nyquist plot of the impedance ratio Zq.qa=Zo-dd is shown in the same gure. The
d and g-component impedances are assumed to be decoupled and, thus, the generalized
Nyquist stability criterion (GNC) is not required. In Fig. 5.19, the Nyquist plot encircles
the (' 1;0)-point when the virtual resistor value is decreased from Rq = 18 to Rgq =

21  indicating unstable behavior. The same phenomenon can be intuitively seen
from the Bode plots as the phase di erence between Zgqq and Zo.qq exceeds 180° when
iZg-ddj = jZo-ddj leading to instability. Regarding the impedance-based instability, Fig.
5.20 shows the measured output current under the violation of the Nyquist stability
criterion. Accordingly, the output current begins to oscillate at the frequency of the
violation, i.e., fharmonic 1500 Hz. As the high-frequency oscillations have been reported
from industrial photovoltaic generators [49], active damping design may have important
contribution regarding the mitigation of such harmonic oscillations and instability.
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Fig. 5.19: Bode plots (upper gure) for Zyqq; Zg and Nyquist diagram (lower gure) for the ratio
of Zgzzodd, fres > Fs=6.

The solar panels in photovoltaic power stations are not necessarily connected to a
single high-power central inverter. In fact, medium-power inverters are usually connected
in parallel (string inverters) to address the situations caused, e.g., by partial shading
conditions. In these multi-parallel inverter systems, the voltage of the point-of-common-
coupling (PCC) can be distorted due to resonant interaction between converters [18].
Thus, the PCC voltage may contain elevated harmonics near the LCL- Iter resonant
frequency. This can cause oscillations in the grid current if the output impedance of the
inverter is relatively low compared to the magnitude of the oscillation. Furthermore, the
harmonic oscillation in the grid current will eventually increase the harmonic pollution
in the grid voltage due to the coupling with the grid impedance, which, in turn, will
circulate and increase the overall harmonic currents. Active damping should be, therefore,
designed to achieve as high output impedance as possible in order to prevent the grid
voltage harmonics from exciting the resonances.

The harmonic rejection capability of the converter can be analyzed by imposing a
high-frequency component in the grid voltage. In this setup, a harmonic voltage with
5 V amplitude and fharmonic = 1378 Hz was produced by the grid emulator, which
represents a grid with elevated harmonic content. In the measurements, the output
impedance magnitude of the converter is modi ed by adjusting the active damping gain
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Fig. 5.21: Grid-current spectrum under in uence of grid background harmonics with low
impedance (red line) and high impedance (black line).

in order to present two di erent cases. Accordingly, the lowest magnitude of the output
impedance is set to 10 dB 3.2  and the highest to 18 dB 7.9 , representing
a case with proportional active damping feedback when f.es > fs=6 (cf. Fig. 4.3).
The grid-current spectrum was measured for both impedance levels, which are shown
in Fig. 5.21. Evidently, the grid-voltage harmonic causes a large harmonic current if
the impedance is low, which in practical applications may cause, e.g., shutdown of the
photovoltaic inverters due to high harmonic content. Moreover, the transformers may
get damaged by the high-frequency currents owing through the capacitively coupled
parts. However, by increasing the output impedance, the amplitude of the harmonic
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current can be e ectively decreased to around half of the original current. Time-domain
measurements of the corresponding case are shown in Fig. 5.22. Clearly, active damping
can be designed to provide su cient impedance level and, therefore, the susceptibility to
the grid background harmonics is decreased.
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6 CONCLUSIONS

This chapter presents the nal conclusions regarding the thesis as well as the interesting
future research topics.

6.1 Final conclusions

Photovoltaic generator is a power-limited non-ideal current source and, thus, it imposes
peculiar design constraints on the interfacing power-electronic-based converters. Three
di erent operating regions, which characterize the internal dynamic of the PV cell, can
be identi ed as the constant-current region, constant-voltage region and the maximum
power point. These have to be considered in the analysis when deriving mathematical
models for switched-mode power converters as well as in the control system design. This
guarantees stable operation of the converter in varying operating conditions.
Multi-variable small-signal modeling was extensively applied in this thesis in order
to produce a comprehensible mathematical model for a three-phase grid-connected con-
verter. The modeling requires identi cation of the system input and output variables,
which subsequently a ect the analysis profoundly. Therefore, it is important to assess
the dynamics of the interfaced source and load systems accurately as well. In case of
grid-connected photovoltaic inverter, the PV generator has to be considered as a current
source from the dynamic point-of-view due to its internal characteristics. Furthermore,
the load is the utility grid, which is considered as a rigid voltage source since it dictates
the voltage and frequency seen by the converter. These factors impose restrictions for
the possible controlled variables of the system. That is, the converter controls its own
input voltage in order to achieve maximum power delivery into the grid. Furthermore,
the converter controls its output current, which is synchronized with the grid by means
of the PLL. Therefore, the converter is analyzed as a current-fed-current-output system.
LCL- Iterisane ective and cost-e cient way in attenuating the switching frequency
harmonics and is, therefore, widely used in practical applications. However, the inductors
and capacitance create resonant circuits causing ideally in nite or zero impedances at
certain frequencies. Accordingly, these resonances appear in the control dynamics, which
must be damped in order to achieve stable operation of the converter. Passive damping
method is a robust and simple way to damp the resonances, which is performed by
inserting a resistor usually in series with the Iter capacitor. However, this will introduce

109



Chapter 6. Conclusions

additional power losses for up to 1 % and weaken the attenuation capability of the LCL-

Iter. Therefore, di erent active damping techniques are used, which rely on modifying
the inverter control signal in order to produce the desired damping e ect without any
physical components. It is shown in this thesis that both the multi and single-current-
feedback active damping schemes provide su cient performance regarding the system
stability and impedance characteristics.

The stability of the control system regarding the active damping design was assessed
with root locus diagrams. Corresponding ICF converters lack the explicit active damping
design rules and, therefore, the aforementioned root locus plots were used to determine
the system stability. Furthermore, the root trajectories were subsequently used to analyze
their correspondence with the output impedance characteristics. Considering the active
damping design, the inherent properties of the delay were analyzed carefully as it imposes
major design constraints. Accordingly, it was observed that a low-pass Iter is bene cial
when fs=6 < fs < fs=3 and, on the contrary, a high-pass Iter is recommended when
=3 < fies < =2 and s < f5=6 for improved stability characteristics. Generally, the
root locus analysis proposes that the roots should be placed as far from the imaginary-
axis as possible if high output impedance magnitude is desired. Moreover, in order to
improve the current control characteristics and stability, Itered active damping feedbacks
are recommended to be used.

As discussed in this thesis, active damping has a signi cant e ect on the output
impedance of the converter. The output impedance determines the converter sensitivity
to external interactions and is, therefore, the key factor a ecting the stability of the
grid interface. Active damping, when poorly designed, can easily compromise the stable
operation of the converter or impair the impedance characteristics. This is manifested as
extremely low magnitude in the impedance and active-type (i.e., negative real part) phase
behavior. However, by accurately considering the inherent properties of active damping,
such as delay dependency, the impedance characteristics as well as the converter stability
can be greatly improved. The stability of the grid interface can be intuitively assessed
by analyzing the frequency-domain output impedance predictions, which, on the other
hand, dictate the allowed grid impedance required for stable operation. With accurate
output impedance models, the risk for instability can be deterministically analyzed, thus
decreasing the risk for impedance-based interactions. Furthermore, the output impedance
can be used to assess the susceptibility for grid-voltage harmonics especially in vicinity
of the LCL- Iter resonant frequencies.

To conclude, this thesis analyzed the e ect of the active damping on system dynam-
ics and, especially, on the output impedance. Multi-variable small-signal modeling was
utilized in order to simplify the derivation of the model. This modeling technique allows
insertion of di erent control loops and their analysis easily. Moreover, the e ect of dif-
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ferent active damping feedbacks was addressed and the design guidelines regarding the
selection of correct feedback technique were presented. Accordingly, improved output
impedance characteristics can be achieved by using correct active damping design.

6.2 Future research topics

This thesis presented an accurate small-signal model of three-phase grid-connected in-
verter and its impedance properties. The e ect of active damping on the system dynamics
was analyzed. However, some aspects may not have been addressed thoroughly and some
topics may need further research. Below are listed observations regarding the possible
and interesting future research topics:

As the HPF and LPF a ect signi cantly the stability of the converter and the shape
of the output impedance, explicit parametric design rules should be presented for
these Iters. Accordingly, design criteria could be used to guarantee optimized
impedance properties for all operating conditions, i.e. fes < fs=6 and fs > f5=6.
However, due to the complexity of the small-signal modeling, explicit design criteria
may be hard to realize.

In case of the single-current-feedback converter operating under fs > =6, it
should be analyzed whether the HPF is the best solution in providing suitable
stability and output impedance properties. For example, band-pass Iters have
been used for ICF converters successfully in some cases and, therefore, additional
design criteria would be appreciated.

Considering signi cant delay-induced constraints and di erences for ICF and GCF
converters, it would be interesting to analyze and compare the active damping on
both converter control topologies regarding the output impedance. Accordingly, it
would be interesting to analyze whether one topology would be superior to another.

The low-frequency phase ip in the d-component of the output impedance over
180 degrees is caused by the input voltage control loop and should be studied.
This behavior may impose a risk for low-frequency impedance-based instability
and should be, therefore, analyzed. It was observed that the phase ip is related
to the phase margin of the input voltage control loop, but its detailed analysis was
omitted from this thesis.

Active damping for a grid-feeding inverter was analyzed here. However, when
islanded, the converter operates in a grid-forming mode, which leads to a di erent
topology and modeling details as the grid-side inductor is ’omitted’ in the analysis.
Thus, resonances in the system dynamics will change. It would be interesting to
compare active damping and output impedance characteristics of both grid-feeding
and grid-forming converters as well.
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A  MATLAB CODE FOR CF-VSI STEADY STATE

CALCULATION

Ot HHHHHHHHHH AR R R R R R R R

% ### This MATLAB code solves the steady state for a grid-connected ###

% ### photovoltaic inverter
% ### Aapo Aapro, 15.5.2017

HH#H

OoHHHHHHHH

Y% A Operating point #HHHHEHH#HEH

% ### With parasitic elements ###

eql="-k1*IL2g=Ucd’
eq2="k1*IL2d-k1*IL1d=Ucq’
eq3="k2*IL2d+R*IL2g=Ucq’
eq4="R*|L2d-rC*IL1d-k2*IL2g+Uod=Ucd’
eq5="1L1d=2*lin/(3*Dd)’

f=solve(eql,eq2,eq3,eq4,eq5,’1L2d"'IL2q’,'Ucd’,’Ucq’,’'IL1d")
% ### Simplified 1L2d 1L2q ###
€ql10="IL2d=(2*lin*K_ild-3*Dd*R*Uod)/(3*Dd*K)’
eqll="IL2g=-(2*lin*K_ilg+3*Dd*Uod*Kuo)/(3*Dd*K)’

eq12="Uin*Dd"2+rC*IL2d*Dd+IL2g*Dd*k1-2*lin*Req/3=0’
eq13="Dg*Uin-k1*(IL2d-2*1in/(3*Dd))+rC*IL2g-2*lin*k3/(3*Dd)=0’
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Appendix A. Matlab code for CF-VSI steady state calculation

g=solve(eql0,eqll,eql2,eql3,’Dd’,’'Dqg’,’l1L2d",'IL2q")

ot HHHHHHH T R
A HH

% ### Without parasitic elements ###

eql="-k1*IL2q=Ucd’
eq2="k1*IL2d-k1*IL1d=Ucq’
eq3="k2*IL2d+0*IL2g=Ucq’
eq4="0*IL2d-0*IL1d-k2*IL2q+Uod=Ucd’
eq5="IL1d=2*1in/(3*Dd)’

h=solve(eql,eq2,eq3,eq4,eq5,IL2d’,’'IL2q’,’'Ucd’,’'Ucq’,’IL1d’)

% ### Simplified 1L2d IL2q ###

eq10="IL2d=(2*lin*K_ild-3*Dd*0*Uod)/(3*Dd*K)’
eq11="IL2g=-(2*lin*0+3*Dd*Uod*Kuo)/(3*Dd*K)’
eq12="Uin*Dd"2+0*IL2d*Dd+IL2q*Dd*k1-2*lin*0/3=0"
eq13="Dg*Uin-k1*(IL2d-2*1in/(3*Dd))+0*IL2q-2*lin*k3/(3*Dd)=0’

y=solve(eql0,eqll,eql2,eql3,'Dd’,'Dq’,'IL2d",'IL2Q’)

OB R R R R R R B R R R R R R R R R
BRI HHHH R R R R R R R A R R R AR

% ### Now the symbolic values for Dd and Dqg can be given as: ###

Dd = ((K*Reg*(K_ilg*((8*lin*Req*Uin*K"2)/3 + (8*lin*K_ilg*Uin*K*k1)/3 -
(8*lin*K_ild*Uin*K*rC)/3 + Kuo”2*Uod"2*k172 + 2*Kuo*R*Uod"2*k1*rC

+ RM2*Uod"2*rC 2)"(1/2) + 2*K*Kuo*Req*Uod + K_ilg*Kuo*Uod*k1

- 2*K_ild*Kuo*Uod*rC - K_ilg*R*Uod*rC))/(2*(K_ilg*k1 - K_ild*rC + K*Req))
+ (KLilg*k1*(K_ilg*((8*lin*Req*Uin*K"2)/3 + (8*lin*K_ilg*Uin*K*k1)/3

- (8*lin*K_ild*Uin*K*rC)/3 + Kuo”"2*Uod"2*k172 + 2*Kuo*R*Uod"2*k1*rC

+ R"2*Uod"2*rC 2)N1/2) + 2*K*Kuo*Reg*Uod + K_ilg*Kuo*Uod*kl
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- 2*K_ild*Kuo*Uod*rC - K_ilg*R*Uod*rC))/(2*(K_ilg*k1 - K_ild*rC + K*Req))
- (KLild*rC*(K_ilg*((8*lin*Req*Uin*K”2)/3 + (8*lin*K_ilg*Uin*K*k1)/3

- (8*lin*K_ild*Uin*K*rC)/3 + Kuo”2*Uod"2*k172 + 2*Kuo*R*Uod"2*k1*rC

+ RM2*Uod"2*rC 2)"(1/2) + 2*K*Kuo*Reqg*Uod + K_ilg*Kuo*Uod*k1

- 2*K_ild*Kuo*Uod*rC - K_ilg*R*Uod*rC))/(2*(K_ilg*k1 - K_ild*rC + K*Req))
- K*Kuo*Reg*Uod + K_ild*Kuo*Uod*rC + K_ilg*R*Uod*rC)/(K*K _ilg*Uin)

Dg = -((K*k1*(K_ilg*((8*lin*Req*Uin*K"2)/3 + (8*lin*K_ilg*Uin*K*k1)/3 -
(8*lin*K_ild*Uin*K*rC)/3 + Kuo”2*Uod"2*k1"2 + 2*Kuo*R*Uod"2*k1*rC +
RA2*Uod"2*rC"2)N(1/2) + 2*K*Kuo*Reg*Uod + K_ilg*Kuo*Uod*k1
- 2*K_ild*Kuo*Uod*rC - K_ilg*R*Uod*rC))/(2*(K_ilg*k1l - K_ild*rC + K*Req))
- (K*k3*(K_ilg*((8*lin*Req*Uin*K”2)/3 + (8*lin*K_ilg*Uin*K*k1)/3 -
(8*lin*K_ild*Uin*K*rC)/3 + Kuo”2*Uod"2*k172 + 2*Kuo*R*Uod"2*k1*rC +
RA2*Uod"2*rC 2)N(1/2) + 2*K*Kuo*Reg*Uod + K_ilg*Kuo*Uod*k1

- 2*K_ild*Kuo*Uod*rC - K_ilg*R*Uod*rC))/(2*(K_ilg*k1l - K_ild*rC + K*Req))
- (K_ild*k1*(K_ilg*((8*lin*Req*Uin*K”2)/3 + (8*lin*K _ilg*Uin*K*k1)/3 -
(8*lin*K_ild*Uin*K*rC)/3 + Kuo”2*Uod"2*k172 + 2*Kuo*R*Uod"2*k1*rC +
RA2*Uod"2*rC"2)N(1/2) + 2*K*Kuo*Reg*Uod + K_ilg*Kuo*Uod*k1

- 2*K_ild*Kuo*Uod*rC - K_ilg*R*Uod*rC))/(2*(K_ilg*k1l - K_ild*rC + K*Req))
- (KLilg*rC*(K_ilg*((8*lin*Req*Uin*K”2)/3 + (8*lin*K_ilg*Uin*K*k1)/3 -
(8*lin*K_ild*Uin*K*rC)/3 + Kuo”2*Uod"2*k172 + 2*Kuo*R*Uod"2*k1*rC +
RA2*Uod 2*rC 2)MN(1/2) + 2*K*Kuo*Reqg*Uod + K_ilg*Kuo*Uod*k1
- 2*K_ild*Kuo*Uod*rC - K_ilg*R*Uod*rC))/(2*(K_ilg*k1 - K_ild*rC + K*Req))
- K*Kuo*Uod*kl + K*Kuo*Uod*k3 + K_ild*Kuo*Uod*k1l
+ K_ilg*R*Uod*k1)/(K*K_ilg*Uin)

% ### where the steady state coefficents are as follows: ###

k1=1/(ws*C)

k2=ws*L2

k3=ws*L1

R=rL2+rC

Reg=req+rC
K=R"2+(k1-k2)"2
K_ild=k172-k1*k2+R*rC
K_ilg=k2*rC+R*k1-k1*rC
Kuo=k1-k2
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B CURRENT CONTROLLER PARAMETERS

Parameters for the Pl-based controllers, used in the analysis and experimental measure-
ments, are shown in Table B.1. The general representation for the Pl-based controller is

given in (B.1).
Gp = Kp + % (Bl)

Table B.1: Controller parameters.

Controller  Proportional gain, K, Integral gain, K;

Gee-d 0.018 22.41
Geoq 0.018 22.41
Gue 0.36 4.47
GrLL 0.67 38.02
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EXPERIMENTAL SETUP

Inverter +

dSPACE
PC

PV Emulator Grid
Emulator

Fig. C.1: The measurement setup.
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