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In this thesis | inquire into the Baltic Sea regibrfirstly determine which countries are repressnt
the area in this study. | focus on the charactéhefrelations among the states in the area. licpkar

| aim at characterizing the peculiar social streetilnat is present in the Baltic Sea region. Thdysts
framed by the constructivist understanding of #latrons among states as shaped by common norms,
rules and values. In order to inquire into the B&ahea region this study uses the set of concédteo
English School. In particular the region is defireed discussed with the help of the structural Bhgl
School concept of the international society. Suchracept is used to discuss and interpret theigualit
dynamics expressed as narratives. The thesis igngelsto revolve around a study case, the Nord
Stream pipeline. The construction of the Nord Strém an offshore gas pipeline which is meant to be
constructed from Russia to Germany. As for its disnens and for its costs, related to the offshore
route, the pipeline raised numerous debates. Theiatd of the countries belonging to the region
express, via declarations or speeches about tleén@pnot only their opinions but what they shanel
what they don’t, with the other representativethefcountries. | develop my narrative analysis wehs
speeches.

The theoretical framework of this study is direcyawn from Barry Buzan’'s structural English
School. In his variant of the English School theawyics among political units can be summed up with
a triptych whose pillars are defined on actor-hodthe pillars are the interstate domain, the
transnational domain and the interhuman domain.alnly draw from the interstate domain to
characterize the interplay among the three pillatrgch is described in the concept of the inteoral
society. In order to so | gather texts and dedlamatfrom the officials of the region. These deatmns
concern the Nord Stream pipeline and its conswouacti

The main finding of this study is a definition dfet regional dynamics of the Baltic Sea within the
spectrum of pluralist and solidarist features. @ieeermination of the unique mixture of those feasur
is done together with a discussion about the itagrpf the social forces within the legal and pot

set established by the states. The internatiortatyoof the Baltic Sea region appears to be seoing
the primary institutions of the environment andred market. The solidarist developments in these tw
institutions are though linked to other similar d®pments in the primary institution of the
international law and energy prosperity. Surpriginghis study points out how the main pluralist
features derive from the international charactethef European Union. This study contributes to the
scientific debates on the Baltic Sea area for te@sons: a) it applies the set of concepts from the
English School to a geographically limited area bypdloing so, aims at fulfilling an analytical gdy);

it widens the set of discourses on the politicahadyics of the Baltic Sea area by introducing the
perspective of the structural English School.
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1. THE SOCIAL TISSUE OF THE BALTIC SEA AREA

Introduction

“It is an ideal location platform to collect intglfence” (Holmstrom 2006). “This project
equally complies with the aim of reliable energypplies and energy security of all countries”
(Medvedev & Merkel 2009). “Poland has a partic@ansitivity to corridors and deals above our head.
That was the Molotov-Ribbentrop tradition” (Sikorg006a). “An example of cooperation between
Russia and Europe in all parts of the energy chésirhonov 2009). The quotations above appear to
describe different things. On the one hand, thguage and the concepts expressed would suggest that
they were taken at some point in the middle ofGl&l War or from a spy-story movie. However these
two famous statements belong to a Swedish joutndiisael Holmstrém, and to the current Minister
of the Foreign Affairs of Poland Radoslaw SikordRin the other hand, two of the quotations are
describing a profitable and convenient undertakamgl they relate to concepts such as cooperatidn an
energy security. Those two statements belong toPitesident of the Russian Federation, Dmitry
Medvedev and to Konstantin Simonov, the generactiir of the Russian National Energy Security

Fund. These four statements refer to the same,ttiedNord Stream pipeline.

The Nord Stream is an offshore pipeline linking Slasto Germany and crossing the
whole Baltic Sea area, as it is going to be coogdion its seabed. Its aim is to deliver natues, g
which is extracted in Russia, directly to Germamd drom the rest of Europe. This is a huge
undertaking as for the distance it covers, 120@nkdters, and it costs and dimensions as it is stngi
of two lines. Unlike other similar projects, the mdoStream pipeline has raised debates and
controversial opinions and continues to animatepigical discussions in the Baltic Sea area. The
importance of the subject is illustrated by thet fd@t most of the countries in the area, via their
politicians or officials, have expressed opinigmsises and concerns towards the pipeline. Theteleba
is rather alive and topical in the political agesdé the countries of the Baltic Sea area. Thetgdutne
is to inquire into the Baltic Sea region as a whakgng the debate about the Nord Stream pipetine t
highlight the characteristics of the area. At tlasdof common or differing evaluations and opinions
there are various values, interests and beliefshlwhre in play and determine the positions on the



pipeline. Obviously there are economical, and malitinterests at stake. However, is it possible to
trace largely shared features, and if so which ®ih&shere something else that associates the raesint

of the area with each other? This study makes tifgedbooming case of the Nord Stream to answer
these questions. In does so by collecting speeisexts about the Nord Stream. These speeches and
texts are then interpreted with the help of nareatinalysis. The findings of such an analysis iaket

to the theoretical framework of this study: the EstgSchool.

As this study inquires on the interaction amongntoes, the research is to be located in
the wider discipline of the International Relatiotis contribution to the discipline has to be saader
the light of English School approach (Dunne, Ljttlenklater and Suganami). The English School is an
approach in the study of the international relaiorhis research adds to the wider debate by fogusi
on the delimited geographical dimension, traditlynanderestimated by the scholars belonging to the
school (Buzan 2004, 2009). This study inquires ihi characteristics of the interaction of a specif
region, the Baltic Sea area. The interactions amomgntries are conceived to be as shaped by
interests, values and beliefs. In particular, witthie English School approach, | chose the refaated!
set of concepts attempted by Barry Buzan (2004rkvgoes under the name of the structural English
School.

This study makes use of a study case, the Noeh®itpipeline, to analyze the social
dynamics of the states in the Baltic Sea regionloks so by implying a methodology developed on
narrative analysis. The study reconstructs theasatieractions among the states of the region fitoen
speeches that politicians, officials and journalist the area release about the Nord Stream. These
features are defined by the reconvened concephefirtternational society, borrowed from Buzan
(2004). The character of the research and its gpbipal determination serve two purposes: unfolding
the social dynamics of a peculiar region, suchhasBaltic Sea area and contributing significantly t

the development of regional perspectives in theiEm&chool tradition.



1.1. The background of the research problem and the study case

1.1.2. The study case: the Nord Stream pipeline

This paragraph briefly describes the Nord Streapelime. It attempts to portray the
technical characteristics, such as costs, routecantpanies involved in the project, simultaneously
with offering a glance at its the political backgnal. This is meant to facilitate the understanaifhthe

meaning of the Nord Stream pipeline in the area.

The project of the Nord Stream pipeline was ingthtunder the name of tHeorth
European Gas Pipelinby the joint venture Nord Stream AG (Morozov 20Q758). The company
originated by the cooperation among Gazprom, BASA®Yshall, E.ON Ruhrgas and Gasunie which
are respectively Russian, German and Dutch compgNerd Stream AG 2009). Gazprom holds 51
percent of the shares of Nord Stream AG, the Gemrpampanies together hold 40 percent and Gasunie
the remaining 9 percent (Westphal 2007 p. 107, NBtirdam AG). The project consists of two parallel
lines of tubes which would transport up to 55 bl of cubic meters of natural gas and which véll b
constructed from Vyborg (Russia) to Greifswald (@Bany). To give an idea of the proportions of the
pipeline and of its impact on the European markeas ienough to think that the amount of gas
transported the EU-25 total imports of natural gagstimated to be 225 billions of cubic meters
(Dempsey cit. in Westphal 2007 p. 109). Its costd the route have been repeatedly changed and
discussed in the last three years. This is duelyntwsthe environmental and the political oppositio
that the project has encountered from countriel ascSweden or Estonia. The official website ef th
company traces the costs of the undertaking up4diflion Euros, but these data are continuously
updated. This is depending on the different evadnabn the route and the relative costs, as for the
materials and transportation. The current routéhefpipeline is designed to depart from the Gulf of
Finland and to pass through the economic territaviaters of Estonia and Sweden. The pipeline is
projected to land to Germany. The project is a rm&s which is explicitly designed to bring
economical profit. However, due to the locationitsf construction and to the proximity of transit



countries such as Polandhe project acquires inevitably geopolitical miegnand significance as it

plans to cut off the transit countries (Morozov 2Q0 54).

The project originated within the wider cooperatenmd partnership between the former
German Chancellor Gerard Schrédemd the current Russian Prime Minister, Viadiminti.
Furthermore the Nord Stream obtained the classificaof Trans-European Network, from the
European Union (Gloser 2009). At the moment tlaeestwo major pipelines which transport gas from
Russia to Europe, Yamal Europe and Brotherhoods& o pipelines are constructed inshore and
therefore imply their routes to be bypassing tiacsuntries such as Ukraine, Belarus and Poland. Th
passage through transit countries determines tHection of fees. As the recent Russo-Ukrainian
crises have demonstrated, cases of unpaid billeasifty turn into consistent political issues. Hiere
according to the constructors, there are evidefitigagd and economical advantages in avoiding the
involvement of the transit countries. The Nord &tnepipeline is a tool to avoid potentially dangesrou

involvements from transit countries and a safearettt deliver gas without the obligation to paydee

On the other hand, opposite evaluations can be mpdiee (potential) transit countries,
the positions of which are worsened by the consbuf the Nord Stream pipeline. It follows that
because of these considerations, the construcfioheopipeline is a meaningful event for the whole
Baltic Sea area. The next paragraph deals witbdotring the countries which represent the Baltia Se

area in this study.

1.1.2. The Baltic Sea area

As mentioned above the construction of the Nor@&tr pipeline is a meaningful event
in the Baltic Sea area. Its route has been desigmetepart from Vyborg (Russia) and to land in
Greifswald (Germany), it crosses completely thetiBebea. The Nord Stream pipeline will transit

through the exclusive economic zones of Russidaiih Sweden, Denmark and Germany and it will

! Poland is one of the countries where Yamal-Europef the major existing gas pipelines, passesitih (Aalto &
Westphal 2007, pp. 16-17).
2 Currently Schroder is working for the Nord StreAf.



cross the territorial waters of Denmark, Germany &ussid However not all the countries are
particularly involved by its construction. For iaste Denmark due to her energy self sufficiency
(Aalto 2007 p. 19) is not as involved as other ¢oes by the construction of the Nord Stream pipeli

In order to represent fully the Baltic Sea areaallma selection among the countries which aregbart
it. | selected six countries to represent the medgasing my choice on two parameters: a) the doect
indirect involvement in the project; b) the dimemsiof the study and the relative contribution ofrea
country to the analysis. In this study the Balt@a3egion is represented by Estonia, Finland, Geyma
Poland, Russia and Sweden. Germany and Russibeacemstructor countries. Poland for the opposite
reason is the main excluded country from the Ndréa®n pipeline. Finland and Sweden have their
exclusive economic zones crossed by the construofithe pipeline. In the end | chose Estonia among
the Baltic Republics. Now that the region has beelmeated, | proceed to present the outline of the

research.

1.2. The outline of the research

1.2.1. Formulation and specification of the research problem: the social tissue

The study case, the Nord Stream pipeline and tokgoaund of the research have been
introduced in the previous paragraphs. This wagdonthe specific contest of this study the Baiea
region. This section of the chapter defines theatpf the research, with its origin and the cduuttion
that this study aims at providing. In this paragrdpaddress specifically the research question and
therefore what is inquired into in the rest of shedy.

The Baltic Sea region presents peculiar charatiesisAlong modern and contemporary
history the countries of the area shared kingdamisys, laws and even emperors. During the Cold
War it used to be the point were the two blocksewnpeacefully” tangent, due to the unique rolehaf t
so called “neutral” countries, Sweden and Finlakiter the collapse of the Soviet Union the situatio
of the area passed, borrowing terms from chemigtoyn a solid to liquid state. The European Union

membership acquired by most countries in the ared,the growing number of common institutions,

% The data are retrieved from the official websit¢he Nord Stream AG 20009.
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organizations and associations has determined afléinterplay” in the region. In this study, the
interactions among states are understood as slypederests, values and beliefs. Therefore | @m a
characterizing the “interplay” and dynamics of tegion by spotting those interests, values ancefseli
which underpin them. | define the set of dynamigaldying the Baltic Sea region, as social tisstige
social tissue represents the set of interactiorengrthe states in the Baltic Sea region. It is tapteor

to describe how states and political units do heo@al contacts and relations and this sum oficelat
and interactions can be seen as a whole, the dmsak. This social tissue is linked to the cohaép
the international society of the English Schoofoltows that the research question of this stueglsl

with the determination of the characteristics @& #flocial tissue of the Baltic Sea region.

1.2.2. Heuristics: the idea behind the research

The Nord Stream pipeline had caused debates andpped declarations by different
politicians from the various countries in the ar@aese reactions seemed sometimes to rely upon
historical, cultural and therefore social pattewlsich were not just related to the pipeline. As my
attention and interest towards the pipeline gresealized how the more appealing aspects of thateve
were connected to the characteristics of the mglatamong the political units of the area, rathantto
the construction itself. In addition to that, | hxd chance of coming across the English Schoa. Th
English School has, from the very beginning, inted me in relation to its theoretical framework and
explanatory capacity. In particular | was fascidalbg the property, peculiar of the English Schadl,
articulating the international relations on diffietreperspectives: international system, internationa
society and world society. | share the attentiomifeated by the English School towards the “social”
aspects of the international relations. | then distito inquire into the Baltic Sea area with thip lod
the English School.

As the idea developed | became more aware of whaislexactly researching. The core
of my interest, and therefore what is researchethis study, is what metaphorically lies above and
around the pipeline. To put it in other words: maat researching the peculiarities of the inteestat
system in the regional background of the Baltic &&a, and | plan to unfold the social tissue oickvh
the relations among states, companies and indilgdara taking place. These relations exist regasdle

of the pipeline and have peculiar characteristibgckv| attempt to disclose. The Nord Stream pigelin



is then regarded as a catalyst which prompts thergance of social patterns which | aim at addrgssin
with the help of the concepts borrowed from the IBhgSchool. Chapter 2 deals specifically with the
presentation of the theoretical framework usedhis study: the structural English School. The next

paragraph introduces the justification of the resegask.

1.2.3. Justification of the research task and its contributions

In the last three years the debates concerningNivel Stream pipeline have been
growing in number and consistency. In a recenttjpmess conference held in Berlin, the German
Chancellor, Angela Merkel, and the President of fhessian Federation, Dmitry Medvedev, have
remarked the importance of the Nord Stream not aslg pipeline but as a vector to bring Europe and
Russia closer, starting from the economical sgdftedvedev & Merkel 2009). Whether this is true or
not, it is clear how this project is meaningful tbe constructors and for the other countries efafea,
which are, willingly or not directly or not, invodd in it. The study case represents then an integes
instance.

The regional dimension has been the most neglentéde English School literature,
according to Barry Buzan one of its major exponeAss Buzan has acknowledged, this is due the
tendency of the English School to think in holisterms (Buzan 2004 pp. 205-209). The global
dimension and perspective of the concepts of iateynal system, international society and world
society have caused, in the literature of the sichibe regional representations of such elementseto
ignored. The most meaningful attempt to fulfillgltheoretical gap has been carried on recently from
Buzan himself, together with Ana P. Gonzales, wHded a collection of articles researching the
international society of the Middle East. This @sh aimed at applying the set of concepts of the
reconvened structural English School to the Mideest. The study then focused on the international
society and its development in an historical pez8pe. This was done, to quote Buzan: “to invedtéga
whether or not significant, distinct, internatiorsaicial structures exist at the regional level” ZBui
2009 p. 24). This point is also mine. The sociasue represents a structure of interactions at the
regional level. This consideration represents thmtpof departure for developing this study, which
aims at looking at the reconvened English Schaplych and at the functioning of the concept of the
international society (both described in chaptera@d drawn from Buzan 2004) in the structural

interpretation, from a regional and geographichthyted perspective, the Baltic Sea area.



This study then aims at contributing to the widagksh School literature by offering a
glance at the region of the Baltic Sea, through ititerpretative lens offered by the reconvened
structural English School. Peter Marton, PhD sttdéas presented a similar study in which he
analyzed the emerging patterns of internationalespdén the Central/Eastern Europe (Marton 2007).
However Marton’s study, likénternational society and the Middle Eastok edited by Buzan and
Gonzales, adopts an intrinsic historical perspectithis point serves to clarify the main difference
between this study and the similar researches oredi above. Both for Marton’s and Buzan and
Gonzales’s works, the historical perspective shtw émergence and consolidation of common
institutions, shared values, interests and normshé case of Buzan and Gonzales’s book this ig don
to delineate the features of the internationaletgaof the Middle East, and to identify if and wihiof
these elements are in tension (and how) with trdemglobal international society. To the contrary,
this study aims at providing a snapshot of the emporary international society of the Baltic Semaar

without considering its historical development.

On the other hand the research on the Baltic Sparr@nd its political dynamics is rather
rich. Studies which concern the Baltic Sea regitamtesd to peak up after the collapse of the Soviet
Union. An example of the first research carriedabout the Baltic Sea region is the bodie Baltic
Sea Region: conflict or cooperatiot? this book its author, Wellmann, is inquiringarthe nature of
the political dynamics of the Baltic Sea regiorthee first years after the collapse of the Sovietodn
This study is oriented towards the discovery ofpmyative or conflictive dynamics in the area argl th
character of a geographical region during its fdroma(Waever & Joenniemi 1991, pp. 35-46). The
contribution of this study can be seen in the lighthe studies on the Baltic Sea region. In addito
that, this study can be framed in the wider corpligesearch that addresses the energy policy
formation and the Baltic Sea region. More spedifycthis study and its outcomes can contributeh t
development of studies on the relationship betwhkerBaltic Sea region and the European Union. The
study of the collocation of the Baltic Sea regioithim the European Union and the Northern
Dimension was attempted in the bookise Baltic Sea region in the European Uniand Political
Integration and Northern Dimension of the EU ordehich were respectively edited by Tassinari and
Schartau. This thesis focuses mostly on the B&kia region and its peculiar social tissue, as s#én
its own characteristics. However its contributiorthie wider scientific debate can be the improvamen

of the studies of the Baltic Sea as a region, ustiown inner political dynamics.



The next chapter presents the theoretical framewbrthis study and illustrates the
concepts with the help of which | attempt to chtgdeze the international society of the Baltic Sea

area.

1.3. The structure of the research
1.3.1. Research design: from the material to the concepts of the English School

The research frames the Nord Stream pipeline adadyst. In this study by catalyst it is
meant a source for the production of declaratiomd speeches. The declarations of the officials,
gathered in this study, are all revolving on thestauction of the Nord Stream pipeline. The cowstii
chose to represent the Baltic Sea region do expinegsopinions about the pipeline. To this extiat
Nord Stream pipeline is here regarded to as aysatal prompts, declarations, speeches and téxts.
addition to being an interesting case as such, used to unfold the patterns of the social tisditbe
Baltic Sea region, i.e. distinct, internationalisbstructures of the Baltic Sea area. The firgpsif the
inquiry is the collection of material. On the méaéktakes place the analysis and from the findiofys
the analysis | draw the conclusions on the basetbEoretical framework. In this study | make uge o
two kinds of sources, primary and secondary. Tlmany sources are collected and they are available
on the internet for public consultation. They arkein on the base of their relevance to the NorebSir
pipeline. They can be articles, speeches, deavastdr official documents in which a politician, an
official or a journalist is talking about the NoiStream pipeline. The speeches concerning the
construction of the pipeline are collected and logtzed, in order to apply a methodology based on
narrative analysis. This procedure is carried foth@ countries in the area, as defined above. ¢l@v
the perspective is holistic, as the point of thalgsis is to highlight the common features. The
narrative analysis is constructed borrowing anedytiools mainly from Hayden White and partially
from Propp, and their combination creates the umigarrative analysis which is presented in this
study. The tools acquired are then used on thegpyisources. The results are then interpreted twéh
theoretical framework acquired from the English &thThis procedure aims at fulfilling the purpose

of the study and inquiring into the social tissfi¢he Baltic Sea area.



1.3.2. The organization of the study

This thesis is organized in the following manneha@ter 1 has dealt with a general
introduction of the study, with its aim, purposealguastification. Chapter 2 is structured to presiiet
theory which is framing the research. Chapter 3¢mts the methodology, and the three differentsstep
of analysis. In chapter 4 the analysis on the pyns®urces takes place. The texts are grouped per
country and analyzed. The findings of the first tsteps of the analysis are then interpreted wi¢h th
help of the structural English School in chapteE8entually the conclusions are summed up in the

relative concluding section of the study.
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2. THE THEORETICAL APPROACH AND THE RESEARCH
ORIENTATION OF THE STUDY

This whole research was inspired from the very ti@gg by the attention that the work
of those who go generally under the name of Endglshool scholars raised in me. It is however
necessary to have an overview of what is meanhéyEnglish School or at least to underline what is
most agreed as being the English School, befolditgcmore specifically the author whose work has
been the most inspiring of all to me, Barry Buza&his chapter aims at presenting the theoretical
framework that lies in the background of my reskahs order to do so, the chapter is structurevim
main sections. In the first section | charactetlz® wider meta-theoretical assumptions that atbeat
roots of both social constructiviérand the so-called English School (ES). Those conatities are in
fact relevant in the view of the authors | selediedepresent the English School: Barry Buzan, Tim
Dunne and Richard Little. | then offer a brief bistal introduction to the English School, and tisis
done to picture the difficulties in highlighting monunalities within the broad church of the English
School (Linklater & Suganami 2007). | draw from bb@unne and Little to account for some of the
commonly shared or more debated concepts withi dpproach. The second section tackles more
specifically the work of Buzan (2004). This resdaix thus oriented by Buzan’s “reconvening” of the
ES, where the reformulation of the concepWidrld Societyleads towards a structutahglish School.

In this section the inductive orientation of thésearch and its logic of inquiry are disclosedafyni
also present the content and the object of my rese@he definition of the parameters of the suiait
English School then allows me to present my lodgimguiry. | present eventually the key conceptd an

the terminology employed by Buzan and the theaaktionsequences of his reformulation.

4 The adjectivesocial here and hence indicates the connotation of tretdh of constructivism, as many are existing,
who specifically address the social sciences iregdrand more specifically the IR. As Dunne putssibcial signify the
ontological presumption that individuals are sodeings whose subjectivity is reflexively formed Interaction”
(Dunne 1995a, p.371).
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2.1. The classical English School

2.1.1. The meta-theoretical points of departure

Considering that facts do not speak for themselaetheory is “[what is necessary] in
order to structure our view of the world and toaape what is more important from what is less
important” (Sorensen 2008, p. 5). In this chaptarm at presenting the lens, through which, Thes|e
| separate what is important from what is not. Téeninology needs to be clarified since there is a
meaningful difference in the two main traditions I18¥, the British (and wider European) and the
American (considered the mainstream) ones, wheontes to the definition of theory, and therefore
approach. While in the American tradition theortatempt to explain causal relationships” (Moore
2007, p. 3), in the European tradition a theoryasything that organizes a field systematically,
structures questions and establishes a coherentgondus set of interrelated concepts and categbori
(Buzan 2004, p. 24). In the European tradition,repphes do not present structured theoretical
frameworks, rather they can be best conceived sesareh orientations providing the researcher with
common conceptual sets. As the scholars withirEtinglish School “have never adhered to a common
perspective” (Little 2000, p. 397) it is easieréder to the ES as to an approach or an orient#bidine
study of IR. | attempt to offer a glance at somehaf authors, who are placed or placed themselves,
under the English School’'s flag. The difficulty ti@ne can face in summing up the wider and more

common stands of the ES starts with establishsxq#ta-theoretical assumptions.

Dunne (1995a; 1995b), Little (1995; 2000) and Bui893; 2004) in different measures
all underline the shared meta-theoretical roots/een social constructivism and the English Schiool.
proceed from their reconstruction of the schooltaxtheoretical assumptions (Little and Buzan) by
underlining the ties with the constructivist traalit (Dunne) in order to connect the whole with kieg
concepts of the ES (Little and Buzan). In orderdtothat | need now a step back, to define the

departing points.

As Dunne (1995a) and Moore (2007) point out in diecipline of IR there have been
three major meta-theoretical issues. Chronologidhk topics debated were the level of analysks, th
agent-structure issue and the existence of twcerdifft stories of the social world (subjectivism,
objectivism). The issues themselves are mutuatbrielated but they are not the matter here. Howeve
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while my argument unfolds | relate the meta-thecatissues and their topics in order to point et
features of the English School. Each issue im@ielsscussion over ontology and epistemology of the
field of study. | aim at describing the key conaept the English School while relating those to the
constructivist and the neo-realist influence. Icsipeally rely on the content of the first two issu | do
that to present the basic meta-theoretical assongptf the ES and how those are reflected in the

origin of the concepts and the mechanics of theach

Let us start from the beginning by defining thecdssed matter. Ontology deals with the
nature of being. It follows that the main questiode answered in order to characterize a theothen
ontological level is whether there is a real warldependent from our knowledge of it (Marsh and
Furlong cit. Moore 2007 p.10). Consequently we darde those patterns which are independent from
our knowledge of those (mind-independent) from ¢éhwhich are instead dependent (mind-dependent).
On the other hand, epistemology deals with wh&hmwvledgeable. Once we have acknowledged that
something can be investigated, epistemology anstliergjuestion omow we can acquire knowledge
on it. | can now relate back to the matters oftthree debates.

2.1.2. The individual, the state and the system: a pluralist ontology

The discipline of IR deals with the relations amatgtes, political units and as their
representatives, individuals (Moore 2007). It falfothat it is needed to establish what is meant by
“state” and, consequently, how we do account feirthbehavior” with each other. The first meta-
theoretical issue dealt with the level of analygigch is necessary to attempt to inquire in thgestib
Put in other words: it is a matter of deciding whiamong the individual, the state and the systasn h
a prevalent ontological stand. This implies thesegmological question of determining from which of
these levels we should start an inquiry or a resedhile, to some extent, it seems easier to dehe
position of other theoretical approaches, it ibeatmore complicated to give an account of the enatt
in the wider English School approach. For instanteye consider the Waltzian neo-realism, it is
straightforward to recognize an ontological pripti the systemic features rather than to the dther
Little (1995, 2000) recalls the initial considecsts made by Bull regarding the necessity of not
assigning ontological priority to any of these lsvd.ittle's argument starts with an overview oé th
writings of one of the scholars looked at as agiatif the English School, Martin Wight.
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In tracing the origins of the three traditions fravhich the English School originated
Wight argues how the realist, the rationalist ahé tevolutionist thinking have meaningfully
contributed to the school (Little 2000). Wight ceptualized the international relations as a matter
whose analysis could be attempted by combiningatieze mentioned traditions. The realist thinking
has put a strong emphasis on the necessary conditianarchy deriving from the sovereignty of the
states: this element is an inescapable conditiant@rnational relations, according to the realisiv.
The rationalists have been emphasizing how thatutishs of commerce and diplomacy could
improve the initial conditions of anarchy by thickeg the interrelations among states. Finally the
revolutionists highlighted the cultural and morahaole which is formed by the community of the
sovereign states and which is necessarily undargnit: this aspect is essential to overcome the
effects of anarchy. Each of these traditions offege diversified perspective on the international
relations, implying at the same time a multifacetetblogy, which means an ontological stand where
the three elements of realist, revolutionist antibnalist are all in play. This consideration isdea
clear by Little when he addresses as “pluralisn@ ¢imtology of the English School (Little 2000, p.
399). Paradigms are commensurable. The triptydheothree traditions condensed in the concepts of
international systeminternational societyandworld society.As Bull puts it an international system

occurs where:

States are in regular contact with one anothervamere in addition there is
interaction between them, sufficient to make thiedvéor of each a necessary
element in the calculation of the other (Bull tittle 1995, p. 11).

On the other hand an international society is oleskmwhere states “are conscious of
certain common interests and values” and “conceivihemselves to be bound by a common set of
rules...and share in the working of common insong”(Ibid). The concept of the international sagie
outlines a concept of ontology, where mind-depehdieatures such as values and interests are the
prevailing element. For instance, among the institis, as Dunne points out, we can count sovengignt
and the principle of non-intervention. These twoaapts are pivotal to the existence of a systesh fir
and then a society. Sovereignty is based on theiahuecognition of the states and its derivative

principle of non-intervention is a consequence Wendt puts it: “sovereignty is an institution, ssal
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it exists only in virtue of certain inter-subjeaivunderstandings and expectations, there is no

sovereignty without an other” (Wendt cit. Dunne 389p. 379).

A world society is however among individuals angibased on a “world common good”
which is embodied in “common ends or values of timéversal society of mankind” (Ibid). It is
possible, drawing from the definitions given hevetrace the influences of the three traditions lon t
English School thinking. The triptych does not ordjlect the traditions but the interrelated ongiylo
at three levels. The individual, the state andsysgtem are mutually involved in the complex feature
of the international relations. While the statetsgs tension is present in the first two elemertis, t
world society is the domain of individuals where tbntological primacy goes to the individual unit.
As mentioned above, Little is very keen on emphiagihow Bull stressed the importance of all of
them, as each of them offer a necessary and imendent perspective on the functioning of the
international relations. Further theoretical depetents on the relations and the dynamics occurring
among the three domains were carried out by But883; 2004). | will come back to those in the

second section of the chapter.

2.1.3. From the agent-structure issue to the dynamics of the international
society

The issue concerning the agent-structure revolvesna the problem of agency. The
matter to be established is which element in theddg the dominant one, and which dynamics are
therefore formed. Once again the simplest was twa&we such a meta-theoretical issue is to look it
through the neo-realist lens. According to Waltates in the system act through competition and
socialization. The first activity allows statesdeal with each other under constrains of anardig; t
second factor allows them to compete in the sefmchigher share of capabilities at disposal in the
system. The distribution of capabilities, the suimvhich is fixed and therefore a systemic attribagi
allows movements and determines the degree ofradficcach unit: under the given constraints of
anarchy. In such a view of the international relasi the structure determines the degree to whith u
can act (Waltz 1979). It is safe to state thahim dyad, the structure or mind-independent fedtase

then an ontological priority.
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In the English School approach though, the infleelf constructivist thinking has
shaped the conceptualization of this meta-the@letnatter. In particular, as we will see later, Buo's
structural English School draws directly from Weésdicial theory of international politics. Impanta
here is to underline that for constructivists tyals a “social construct”. The question of agency
concerns the mutual process of shaping and comistguthat structures and agents activate on each
other. This process is self sustaining and operatesl time as “people and societies construct, or
constitute, each other” (Onuf cit. Dunne 1995a,3@2). The same process is at work in the
international arena. The agents operating withendtnucture contribute to shape it while at theesam
time they are shaping it. In the possible evolutimm an international system into an international
society, states thicken their sets of norms andsrtihat are mutually binding them. The reflexive

formation of a society then shapes the statesmithAs Wight puts it:

International society...can be properly describedyonl historical and
sociological depth. It is habitual intercourse nflependent communities,
beginning in the Christendom of Western Europe gradiually extending
throughout the world. It is manifest in the dipldinasystem: in the
conscious maintenance of the balance of power..dnegular operation of
international law, whose binding force is acceptda wide though
politically unimportant range of subjects...all theggesuppose an
international social consciousness (Wight cit. ,ilpd376).

The practices that are created in the internatiarexia give origin to institutions, actually
they embed them (Dunne 1995b, p. 141). Again utsisful to underline the persistent link with social
constructivism, in consideration of the definitidmat Guzzini gives of the international system “as
socially constructed through practices” (GuzziniOQ0 p. 169). In particular the nature of the
international society, with its constructivist asten inter-subjective norms, rules and institusion
(Reus-Smit 2002, p. 488), is characterized by tlmual recognition of sovereign equality among its
members (Buzan 1993). The principle then which ajgsr within a society and separates it from a
system is legitimacy: “units not only recognize leather as being the same kind of entity, but also
prepared to accord each other equal legal stattisedtmat basis” (ibid, p.345).
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The process of transformation, tltainsciouslytakes place between system and society,
can be disharmonious within the international sys(kittle 1995). As Buzan explains the criteria for
the expansion of an international society implieacentric development around a thicker core. The
core is where the international society historicalhd functionally develops. Buzan draws from the
concepts ofsemeinschafindGesellschaftn order to explain the expansion of the inteinadi society
and the qualitative distinction between two typésaciety. The two German terms refer to both to
community or society. Gemeinschaft (used as in Yighhistorically and culturally based,; it follows
that such a form of community (society) is charazéel with a thicker and tighter set of common
norms, rules and practices underpinning it. Gesedit develops at a functional level, its units ao¢
necessarily culturally tight but they work as a vehd'he international can develop as Gemeinschaft
(culturally based) or can evolve as Gesellschadt,iis functions will be exported first and thosd
work as ties to link the original community withetlacquired one. Since the principle of legitimacy
underpins both the societies (and separates them dr system) this model allows thinking about an
expansion without necessary cultural bonds. Asr@naworks best in short distances” (Buzan 1993,
p. 344) the dynamics between states and the inienaé system will develop at first within a rested
and limited area. The growth of the internationatisty form the smaller core has two main
characteristics. The first one is the inequalityhis expansion. This process does not embrace the
whole international system at the same time bédadsd by segments of it, and it specifically pratee
in concentric circles. The second characteristithes necessity for a prior expansion of the world
society outside the original core of the internagiosociety. The community or elite of individuals
sharing cultural features such as similar acknogéetkent of rules norms and values underpins the
development of the international society. This pgscis not unidirectional. The international sqogiet
when those underpinning features might happentteator collapse, can return to the systemic form
(Ibid).
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ISC
L1
L2

Figure 2.1

In figure 2.1, | represent the concentric structofr¢he international society. In the core
(ISC) the acceptance of norms, institutions andueslis thicker and therefore stronger. While
proceeding to the outer layers (L1 and L2) the islgaof those features become thinner. When the
world society of individuals takes form in the autayers, the conditions for the growth of the
international society are met, especially in them@mschaft type of society. The preliminary
development of a world society is necessary forakgansion of those values and norms emanating
from the core. Another point to be made is thagrmational society is not just a matter of its eqise
or not, is also a question of degree (or thicknésa) determines the characteristics of it. Omlg t
most basic structure of international society carerge without a prior expansion of the world societ
An extremely thin set of basic institutions nornmel &alues would be then spreading (Buzan 1993, p.
345).

On the other hand when the world society does ekpanh a development is due to thick
relationship of the core with the outer layers.alrfGemeinschaft type of expansion this process is
strictly cultural and historical, as with the infloce of a strong community allows the circulatidn o
shared practices from the core to the periphefiéss circulation of ideas and practices ultimately
might allow the expansion of an underpinning watdtiety. The tighter links connecting the states in
the core attract and reshape the states in the layers, and by doing so enlarging the centrag cbr
a given international system the existing inteoval societies can be more than one. The mechanism
of expansion follows the same steps, allowing threnger (more tightly connected) society to
incorporate the other eventually (Ibid).
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The study inquires into the Baltic Sea area, édternational society. In order to do so
it is important to determine the underpinning valug@on which institutions and common practices are
built. The cohesion of the international societgiigen by the extent to which certain values aeeth,
and why they are shared. Even if the study of thddasociety and its expansion are not at stakbim
research, the above mentioned mechanism explawsviatues need to be internalized by a given
society before they can circulate towards its bard8uzan fairly describes the structure of the
international societies as yolks, where cores ak#r values, norms and therefore societies lay on
different geographical positions (Buzan 2004, @b-210). This brings us back to this research &d i
aim, the analysis of the yolk in the Baltic Seaare

2.1.4. The historically constructed concept of the English School

Concerning the formulation of its main concepts &mdthe assignments of its meta-
theoretical assumptions, it is hard to find agressyx@among the scholars regarding what exactlyes th
English School. What is agreed though (Bull, BuZaanne, Linklater, Little, Suganami) is the path
leading back to its roots. The above mentioned lach@gree to trace the dawn of the school back to
the beginning of the 1950’s. By the time the mae®nh thinking in IR was deriving from the
American (mainstream) tradition. The end of the M/&ar Il and its destruction had contributed tb le
the Realist thinking definitely “win” the contesgainst the previous utopianist (idealist) traditidm
this scenario a group of individuals among whictriddéet Butterfield and Martin Wight, under the
name of British Committee on the Theory of Inteloral Politics, initiated a research program inesrd
to elaborate a new conceptualization of the intewnal relations. The main common point of
departure was a rejection of the mainstream rethlisking and a strong critic towards its behaviista
methodology and its positivist epistemology. Asusd by Suganami there is not a widespread
agreement on the major common achievements ofdheok neither it is useful here to attempt an
account of the branches that developed in yearskidter & Suganami 2007). | tried in the above
paragraph to offer a coherent account of concepésa-theoretical prospects and general features of
the approach that goes under the name of EnglisbdbcHowever even the name school itself is often
contested. Little as well emphasizes that it is an@imple task to trace a common “critical mass” to
unite different scholars and different views witHeast common denominator. In addition to that it
appears that the name English School is very re@ntears), and this name has been historically

constructed to amalgamate different scholars masthring British origins. Suganami claims that in
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1999 after the calling from Buzan to conceive agaeéconcepts of the “English School”, such a name
became of wide use. However for the purposes obtugy the definition of the name English School
holds, considering that around that name circudateimber of key concepts. Once again it is mostly

accepted that the major unifying flag of the schisdhe concept of the international society.

However different in many extents, the English Sdtszholars all attempt to address the
international relations from three different perdpees. They attempt to link together the systemic
features (international system) the social intéoast (international society) and the actions andes
of the non-state actors (world society) in the ustdending of the international relations. Theseéhr
ideal-types portray the political world as a miduof these three elements. This mixture and
consequently the interplay among these three elmnean describe the international relations
(Linklater & Suganami 2007 p. 103). Consideringt e aim of this study is to characterize the @loci
tissue of the Baltic Sea area, the English Schootepts and in particular the ideal-types represent
by its triptych, offer proper analytical tools. particular the reconvened triptych (Buzan 2004)hef
English School, with its subdivision operated otoatiood, enables this study to research over the

social parameters which are peculiar and charatitedf the Baltic Sea area.

The reconvened triptych, which was mentioned abawe, the other concepts of which
this study makes use, are the subject of the rextton of the paragraph. As anticipated above, the
attempt of Buzan to reformulate the triptych of theglish School originated in a new branch of the

English School, referred to as structural.

2.2. The structural English School and the research orientation of the
thesis

2.2.1. The structural English School: the premises and the achievements of the
reformulation

Under the name structural English School goeséhefsconcepts and scopes reconvened
by Buzan (2004). The book is conceived as an attéonwork on the aspect of the classical English

School’s triptych which seemed weaker: the worldiety. The conceptual weakness of the world
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society had been already pointed out (Little 192\ its vagueness was affecting the explanatory
power of the English School and creating confusnotine definition of world society. Buzan pointstou
how the problem concerning the definition of woslatiety (what is exactly meant by that) relied also
on the difficulty of tracing its conceptual bordevgh the international society. Such a considerati
together with the attempt to draw from a more d¢tmad (both from realism and Wendt's
constructivism) approach brought Buzan to redefime whole triptych. Buzan argues that such a
change in the conceptual framework both of thetytcip and its background ontological condition
serves at best two main purposes: a) granting tigtidh school with a more structured approach and
with a more defined flagship concept whose pillare now defined on actor-hood; b) providing
therefore the theoretical approach with more edfititools to undertake the study of the complex
processes linked with globalization (Buzan 2004, @@-95). This research specifically draws from
point a) while referring to the regional dimensiohpoint b). The wider range of changes and their
consequences on the theoretical level will notddressed here. Rather by focusing on the conceptual
reformulation, | address the specific Baltic Segiar. | build on the reformulation of the threelgié

to guide my research in the light of the new trghtpffered by Buzan.

Internation Internation
al System al Society

World
Society

Figure 2.1 (Buzan 2004, p. 98)

The figure 2.1 is taken from Buzan (2004). Thieesue above summarizes how Buzan
visualizes the classical English School conceptthefinternational system, international societg an
world society. In Buzan’s point of view the thredgrs are divided by fuzzy borders, which allow
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conceptual confusion among them to take place. Batem occupies about one third of the triptych.
As the borders are not rigidly marked, the defimtof the functions and characteristics of eaclapil
becomes problematic (Buzan 2004). This inaccuracseflected on the conceptual weakness of the
world society pillar. As the difference among thélaps is not properly highlighted, the analytical
capacity of the triptych is reduced (Ibid). In aorde improve such a capacity, Buzan, tackles the
reformulation of the three concepts by focusingtlogir distinctive patterns. International system,
international society and world society are refadnmeto interstate societiedransnational societies
and interhuman societiesThis transformation is based on actor-hood. Eafcthe reformed pillars
entails a different type of actors, respectivelgtest, transnational organizations and human beings.
While the first two deal with collective units, thi@rd one deals specifically with the individualhe
new structured triptych privileges the state leaald establishes how the three pillars are ontotilgi

distinct but interplaying (Ibid, p.136).

Interstate
societies

Interhuman Transnation
societies al societies

Figure 2.2 (ibid, p. 133)

Figure 2.2 is once again taken from Buzan. The lycap appearance explains the
changes made. The borders among the pillars, am=y,f become rigid. This is not supposed to
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diminish the interplay of the three pillars but pisnto identify each of them with one type of ufiite
once very heterogeneous domain of the world sotiasysplit in two parts, dividing the transnational
actors (seen as collective units) from the indialdu The cohesion of these societies in measured
relying to the nature of the binding forces keepihgm together: coercion, calculation and belief.
Those are simultaneously present (unlike in Bulliterpretation) and their mixture determine the
cohesion of the society. As it shows in the scheéhneeinterstate domain is the most relevant. This
implies two important conceptual consequences. Sthte centrism of Buzan reformulated triptych
expresses the accent put on the dynamics at tteelstel. In Buzan’s point of view, this level reims

the core of the theoretical framework, while théesttwo maintain their interplay however in a
secondary ontological position. The most intergstonsequence is the new meaning given to the
concept of the international society. The concdpplece previously occupied by it in the classical
English School triptych has been assigned to therstate domain. The new dimension of the
international society is then “the arrangement...whée basic legal and political framework is set by
the state system, with individuals and transnatiantors being given rights by states within thdeor
defined by interstate society” (Ibid, p. 202). Thisfinition embraces both the purposes for which
Buzan undertook the reformulation of the classkeaglish School triptych. The international society
concepts now embraces the whole set of dynamicdrdexplays among the three pillars, where the
“legal and political framework” is given within thaterstate domain. The change on the theoretical
level is obviously meaningful. The internationatisty now describes the complex interplay among
the three pillars. As the interaction is takinggeleon a setting established at the state level, its
ontological primacy is explained. On the other haswth a setting, is constructed by the interaction
that individuals and transnational organizationdartake continuously. It is important to notice how
by broadening and slightly modifying the concepirgérnational society, Buzan is able to tackle the
reformulation he attempted while at the same tialiling his aims in point a), providing the Engh
School with a more structured approach, and b)leatke study of the processes linked with
globalization. The first point is about the consat®n that the contemporary structure and funatign

of governance within the state-system implies thwlvement of individuals and transnational actors.
In addition to that, the new triptych and the dierivnew concept of the international society alftov
bring back” into picture the sub-global or regiotaltel of analysis. These two aspects interweave in
my research. In the next paragraph | illustrate owhe regional setting of the Baltic Sea area, th
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characteristics of the international society migtavide with hints to reflect upon the dynamics evhi

are unfolding in that specific geographical setting

2.2.2. The research orientation

This study aims at inquiring into the reconvenedoapt of the international society in
the Baltic Sea area. The interplay within inteestaghe interhuman and the transnational domains
synthesizes the dynamics according to which thermational society in the region is characterized.
The scope of the study, along with its purposesdu# allow this research to wholly impinge on the
three domains at the same time. This study wiltspally focus on the interstate domain. Nonetksle
the importance of the other two domains is not @egld. On the contrary the international society, a
defined by the interplay among the three pillassjnquired with the help of a study case which
involves different types of actors. The charactdran of the international society in the BaltiaSeea
is carried out by collecting empirical data onw@dstcase involving the majority of the countrieghrs
sub-region along with some transnational actoes:Nbrd Stream pipeline. The study case works as an
instance which allows the characteristics of therimational society to emerge. The methodological
procedure is explicated in chapter 3. As the coemin the area are involved, their reactions rmfof
political speeches are analyzed in chapter 4. [Baids towards the collection of common key stories,
which unfold shared patterns (such as values, ipteg or institutions). Once the common features
have emerged, they are gathered and interpretédthéthelp of the concepts of the structural Ehglis
School (chapter 5). The study case reveals thendigsawvhich are characterizing the interplay among

the three pillars.

On the theoretical level this study follows two maaths of research indicated by Buzan,
and this relates to points a) and b). The aim isf lasearch is to identify/characterize the satssue
or international society of the Baltic Sea areae Triterplay among the three pillars is underpinoga
specific mixture of coercion, calculation and beliEhose binding forces explicate why and how given
values, norms, principles are internalized. As Bugaints out these three elements are in playeat th
same time in a peculiar mixture for any given sgc{@004 pp. 146-154). Some norms or values are

worshipped because they are imposed, some otheasidg®the units perceive that by complying with
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norms or by sharing values they might obtain advged. Finally some values are shared due to belief.
Actors share values and obey to norms not becatis@pmsition or instrumental calculation, but
because of belief in those norms and values. Thaderpinning elements determine which kind of
international society we face. As mentioned aboweBuzan, these three elements are present in a
peculiar mixture in any given international societyie dosage of each of them in a given setting, as
for instance the Baltic Sea area, entails the cbarand the patterns of the international socieby.
instance a society mostly held together by coercsolikely to be less cohesive than any other one
which is mostly held together by belief. The ch&edeation (liberal, authoritarian, socialist anal s
forth) of the underpinning values of the interna#b society is attempted by the analysis of the
narratives which emerge from the political speechdhe context of the primary institutions andithe
corollary secondary ones. | aim at indentifying shared patterns by looking at the primary insong

and why and how those are shared. | aim at charaotgthe thick/solidarist and thin/pluralist patts

of the international society and to determine whetdments in the Baltic Sea area have solidarist or
pluralist developments In conclusion | apply the set of concepts implibg the structural

reformulation by Buzan, to a geographically limisgzhce.

This last remark brings us back to the second #teait purpose of this study. As Buzan
claims, the sub-global perspective has been neglet the attention of classical English School
scholars (ibid, p. 206). The previous formulatidrite international society concepts had the teagen
to privilege the global and wider context, and &b ttie world society. The stress here is put on the
development of mutual and interplaying interactionsthe context of the Baltic Sea area. The
mechanisms of such an interrelation are particulaaningful on the regional level. As Buzan puts i
“taking the regional level on board opens up a gehof cases both for comparative purposes and to
help in thinking about theory” (ibid, p. 206).

The setting of the Baltic Sea area is charactétigeold and historical connections at the
level of the interstate domain. The Nord Streameloe is an instance to underline how the
transnational actors (specifically the Nord StreA@) became meaningful in the interplay of the

dynamics also at the state level. Their interasthjes or beliefs (may then be economical, ideclgi

5 A solidarist international society is characted by a thicker set of shared norms, institutiamgd values. However the
term thicker does not have to be intended as moneerous, but agualitatively different. The following paragraph
clarifies further the concept.
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and so forth) are now a factor influencing the b&raand the decisions of the actors at the statell

To a different extent the same thinking can be iadplo some particularly influential individuals.
These components add complexity to the functiohghe international system and those are well
portrayed by the reformulated triptych of the EslgliSchool. Such considerations imply the link
between point a) granting the English school withae structured approach and with a more defined
flagship concept whose pillars are now defined atorshood, and b) providing therefore the
theoretical approach with more efficient tools twlartake the study of the complex processes linked
with globalization. The project of the pipeline ag relevant events connected to it, reveal thdemwi
and deeper process of interplay among the doma&tesrdining the international society. In addition,
the geographical definition of the study case aisdimpact, allows to reflect upon the regional
dimension of the mechanisms which are regulatirgdbntemporary aspects of governance and its
characterization. The interstate domain is charaet® by six countries, the choice of which is
explained in the previous chapter dedicated tosthdy case. Transnational actors and their inflaenc
can be seen through the light of the constructiothe pipeline. This influence is not only due ket
economical factor which is quintessential in a camplike Nord Stream AG. It can be traced also by
looking at the environmental, for instance, perjtleg that other transnational actors, such as NGOs
use to articulate the construction of the pipeliffeese different articulations or stories concegrtime
pipeline interweave with those used at the intezsi@main and can be seen in the context of primary
institutions. This interaction in the form of sphes and declarations, is underpinned by charaiitsris
which are related to the common characteristicthefarea (principles, norms, values, institutions).
Discussions regarding the reasons in favor or dpgothe construction of the pipe unfold what is
shared and what is not. This complex mechanismugtial influence is at the core of the functioning

of the interplay among the pillars, which Buzan sump with the new concept of international society.

This research aims at extracting the contents ageltspeeches , and at placing them in
the light of structural English School and charazieg them with help of its key concepts in order
describe the international society in the Baltia &eea. The following chapter clarifies the struetof
this study.
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2.2.3. The structure of the research

This study is guided by the structural English Stthdefinition of international society. |
formulate the research problem according to thertteal lines of inquiry expressed by Buzan (2004)
The theoretical framework set above helps inquinmg two subjects: a) the study of the internagion
society, within the limits of an empirical reseamstbout the interstate domain; b) the contributmthe

regional dimension of concepts such as the intemmatsociety. As to satisfy both points | procésd

1) addressing the international society in the BaBiEa area as a research problem
(which was dealt with in this section);

2) introducing the study case, the Nord Stream pipdlsee above, chapter 1.);

3) collecting the empirical material and, with theghef a method, analyze it (see below,
chapters 3 and 4.);

4) linking the results obtained from the empiricatadéo the theory in order to draw

conclusions on the research problem (see beloweha)p

In order to move forward to the next steps of teeearch | need to introduce the
relationship between the theory displayed abovethadnethod | intend to use. The final paragraph

deals with the introduction of the concepts on Wtilds study builds.

2.2.4. Theory, method and the case study: ontological and epistemological
adherence

As clearly pointed out by Little (2000) and by BaZ2004) there are different ontologies
at work within the English School triptych. Espdigiaconsidering the reformulation carried out by
Buzan, the investigation of the international stciavolves insights over the mutual relations aguon
the three domains. Essentially based on the iatergtillar, the reformulated triptych and the new
meaning of international society, focus on therjitey and the interaction among the three domains.
This assumption follows from the consideration mhagleBuzan that the interstate system has a social
character (Buzan 2004). The study case helps ira@iig the mutual considerations of the actors,
essentially of the interstate domain such as statasut the pipeline. In the declarations and m th

speeches there are implicit and explicit referenceshat each actor perceives as shared or noteThe
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shared norms, values and principles unfold in #eatives which can be collected in the area. Those
narratives can be seen in the context of primarysewondary institutions, as they embed shared
patterns. Social life is a narrative (Macintyre @rarniawska 2004, p.3). The structure of the
international society is then embedded and ideuié in the stories that the authors tell abouthbed
Stream pipeline and the social relations they enti#th the other actors in the system. Such a sirec
emerges in form of common acceptance or rejectiospecific societal parameters such as values,
norms and institutions. The level of coheSii peculiar to any given society. The degree ticih
norms or values are shared or not, pictures theetyoand its structural characteristics when it is

traceable when it is expressed in forms of stories.

How “solidarist” is the behavior of the membersetich other and to which extent; what
kind of behavior is accepted and which one is teppor stigmatized, the answers to these questions
describe the character of the social tissue withimch individuals act. Politics as Ringmar (2006)
points out, can be seen as story-telling procdss.dEclarations or speeches are not only the praduc
the author but depend on their content on the goaiewhich they are contextualized. As | inquire
about a society and the quality of this societeftected on the stories that the units compoditglj |
make use of narrative analysis to unfold such patara (such as shared values and norms). As the
concept of international society deals with inneectranisms on a constructivist orientation, a
methodology concerning the language with which #asiety is constructed is epistemologically and
ontologically fit. More specifically narrative awysls and the English School have been combined
rarely and this attempt of mine adds further vatuéhe research. Let us now have a look at the main

concepts used in the study.

2.2.5. The key concepts of the research

The research builds around the following concedpéeh of them is used in relation to the
others. Thesolidarist/ pluralist spectrums the range of possibilities in a second ordeiety (or a
system) that varies between complete asocialitggjbpte in theory) to confederation (so far possible
theory). Asecond order sociefig characterized by units which have a collectikaracter. The actors
share a certain common identity, as states. Inpdyi®er a good example might be the Baltic Sea megio

and its international society. The term is a dimesponse tdirst order societyas composed solely by

6 By the term cohesion here is meant how strotigdattributes of a given society are keepinggetber.
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individuals. In order to classify the elements ofecond order society, in the pluralist/solidarist
spectrum, we need to look at what patterns carefieedl as cooperative, where the more of those are
present the closer the society will be the solstaegnd of the spectrum (Buzan 2004, pp. 139-143).
However these cooperative features coexist withespfuaralist/thin patterns. The process of adding
institutions, norms and rules which should leadams a solidarist characterization is not always
cumulative (ibid). For instance the possibility wblent resolution of conflict, war, is a pluralist
feature. If such a feature is a widely acceptednnaamore solidarist practice like the institutioh
diplomacy will not make the system proceed sigaifity towards a solidarist orientation (ibid). To
progress in that sense the possibility of raisirag should be limited to the units which are externa
from the system, or substitute with a less violaetin for resolution of conflicts. An example cobtd

the practice of consultation, which in many cases dubstituted the mean of war.

Theprimary institutionsare characteristics “constitutive” of states ahthe international
society. They originated from principles lying bethimutually constitutive practices. They are sdgial
constructed and construct at the same time thetyoitiat embeds them. The primary institutions are
directly linked to the degree to which a society ba called solidarist or pluralist. As mentionéd\ee
this is not necessarily a cumulative process balsd@more specifically to the quality (which instiains
and why are shared) (ibid, pp. 161- 167). The nurabd the characteristics of the primary institasio
which are shared in a society give us an idea @fptlirposes of that society. Some examples can be:
sovereignty, territoriality, diplomacy, market ageat power management. The clear corollariesef th
primary institutions are th&econdary institutionsrhose are products of consequences of the phascip
that determined the primary institutions. From shared and accepted practice of diplomacy (primary
institution), the concrete consequence is the kstahent of embassies. Embassies for themselves are
physical buildings. However they are conceivedegsasenting the wider concept of diplomacy. As a
consequence embassies, where diplomacy is a slpairedry institution, represent the sovereign
territory of another country. THanding forceskeeping together a society determine &lsavandwhy
norms and institutions are embedded in that sodiety, pp. 152- 156). Coercion, calculation and
belief are from the thinnest to the thickest thediig forces all present and at work in a peculiar

society.
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3. STORIES AND CHARACTERS, METHOD AND METHODOLOGY

This chapter introduces the method and the metlgdl procedure that will be carried
out in the thesis. These pages present a gendrabuction of the methodological tools, while
introducing a background of the wider approach arfrative analysis. The chapter introduces mainly
the work of Hayden White and the limited use of Wark of Vladimir Propp, with a special focus on
their relevance to this study. In order to achiameadequate clarity of terminology | will explaimet
use of the concepts and the context in which theseho be considered. In addition, | will provide a
quick overview to previous IR works which use nawvea analysis, linking it to different authors, by
looking at the specificity of White and Propp anohwhthey have been applied. | state what is my
personal contribution concerning the use of nareagéinalyses in IR, and in this respect the ains thi
study is meant to achieve. Furthermore | desctieentethodology that this paper makes use of and |

develop the analysis on the primary sources.

3.1. NARRATIVES, NARRATIVE ANALYSIS AND STORIES

3.1.1. Chronicles/Narratives become Stories

The general assumption, as well as the main pdideparture for the methodological
analysis lays in the definition according to whitharrative is ...essentially a story, a term morewf
associated with fiction than with political sciehn¢Patterson & Monroe 1998, pp. 318-320). In other
words, narrative is the process within which we fogether different events, which take place in our
own experiences, in order to grasp their meanirdy raake sense of our reality. This procedure is
carried out daily and in everyday life as “we dastas individuals and we do it as collective unas,

nations or groups.”.(lbid).
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In order to avoid misunderstandings concerningtémminology the concepts used and
their meanings need to be outlined properly. Thasifecation is needed due to the fact that the
meanings of the terms chronology, narrative and/stiverlap and this creates unnecessary confusion.
In the paper | will use Hayden White’s interpreatatiof the nouns, as an essential difference among
them emerges in his work. | draw from his defimsoof chronology, narrative and story and | use

these terms according to the description givenvielo

A chronologyis the most basic element and can be seen or reartext or in a speech,
as a series of actions or events which are envelgjiiin it: in its typical form for instance thesxe
three events X Y Z and a “teller”. This account d@ngiven either in oral or written form: first X
happened then Y, in the end Z happened. In a naraccording to White, facts are listed in a
chronological manner and the account is lackingractural form and a train of thought. gtory
contains a structure, the name of which is plobrigf and fit definition of plot is the one formtéal
by Todorov who labels it “the passage from one ldzjium to another” (Todorov cit. Czarniawska
2004, p. 25). Events are then linked to a causehthwhich does not simply keep them together but
grants the whole with continuity. The plot conneatsl links the different events/actions in theystor
and characterizes it. The wire appears to the réetiener as she/he proceeds in the story. The is

step which is already part of the first act onttad, interpretationto which | will return later on.

3.1.2. Narratives in IR

Roberts, while he underlines the utility of the Ifoprovided by the narrative approach,
points out that the last years have seen the iserefithe use of narratives in the field of IR, doe
which we may speak about a narrative turn in IRb@ts 2006, p. 710). | show in the paragraphs
below how my paper was inspired by work previoutye in IR and how the use of narratives made

by other authors differs from the one | am attenmgpti

In one article Ringmar (2006) discusses how thiewiht points of view over the War in
Irag could be summarized as different stories. diabgue among these stories becomes inter-textual
communication. As the interpretations of the cohfire articulated as narrative types, Ringmamnsho
how disagreements could be reduced to the inconmumanifity of the plot characterizations. In

addition to that, the second aim of the articleasestablish how the choice of a given plot is not
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depending only to the author, but it's a reflectadrhis cultural and social background. The firtalps
concerned Ringmar’s considerations about the pdiggibof avoiding or solving narrative
disagreements. In the conclusions he remarks heagdeements are not necessarily negative as they

point out different perspectives on the same fact.

| also find inspiring the article by Martin Hall soerning the comparison among the
Christian myth of Satan, Harry Potter and realisfis initial assumption is that some concepts, like
anarchy, have acquired the status of myth in tlaration” of the international relations that tlealist
thinking has given Us(Hall 2007, pp. 178-179). Hall argues that resembés of the structure of the
myth of Satan in Christianity can be found boththe realist thinking and in many fantastic genres,
such as Harry Potter. Hall particularly focuses d@monstrating that both the realist narration of
international relations and the tragic charactéioneof Harry Potter follow the same steps. Thdsed
are: the recognition of a state of affairs (wizamkrld or international system of sovereign statédsg;
condensation of the source of evil (Voldemort @ tise of an imperial power); and the struggle (iar
and Voldemort or the security dilemma). This congmar is used to clarify that since myths are
paradigmatic truths (ibid, p.191), the articulatioha story along the lines of “civilization defirg
myths” improve its credibility, authority and truttlaiming power. This is not to state that realist
thinking was shaped on purpose on the myth of Satairnthat its resemblance with it made its fortune

as a powerful explanatory tool in IR.

Another example of the use of narratives in IR ceorfrem John Mearsheimer who in
2001 has written the book “The Tragedy of Great &oWwolitics”. Mearsheimer argues that the
struggles in the international arena are tragid, la underlines the inevitability of war and caetflin
Great Power politics. He argues that the plot attargation of the international relation has ajita
line. He uses narratives, specifically the cladsiearative type of tragedy, to frame the storygodat
power politics in a coherent and universal manAsra realist he implies that the security dilemma,
which the great powers are trapped, and the coesegs in the escalation of tension among different

powers truly characterize the relations among stasetragic (Payne 2007).

7 In this particular respect Hall draws from CyatiWWeber’'s observations. By myth here is meant soimg
that does not need to be explained or justifiedabse it's natural and its existence is taken fantgd. In classical realist
thinking anarchy is thaatural condition of the international system derivingnfreovereignty, and such a characterization.
determines the behavior of the states. (Hall 2007)
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Payne (2007) and Samhat (2007) in particular draviMearsheimer’s work to attempt a
redefinition of the way in which international reétas were portrayed. As in Mearsheimer’s book the
narration of the happenings in the internationatesy necessarily had to be tragic, the scholargesiig
the re-articulation of such stories with a diffdr@fot characterization. Their articles aim at ajiag
what was often portrayed as “tragic, embeddedan, feossessing a gloomy destinfPayne 2007, pp.
4-5) into comedies, or satires (ibid, p.3). Theorkvis oriented towards the comparison between the
historical characterization (typical of realistrtking) of the international relations as tragic aad
possible reframing of the latter as comedic orrigaff heir reasoning speculates on the fact ttditesct
reframing of the story telling in IR implies a difent definition of key concepts of the languagehsu
as, anarchy or sovereignty. In both the articlegné and Samhat underline the elements of satte an

comedy that could be made use of in describingnatenal relations.

| do not aim at defining a unifying plot charactation for the discipline of IR (as

Mearsheimer, Payne and Samhat do), nor at constguetcomparison between a specific IR theory, a
myth and a plot characterization (Hall). Ratherteénd to create a methodology based on White’s work
enriched by a limited use of Propp’s functionallgsia to analyze international relations. The modes
of emplotment and the functional analysis are binbuggether to create a new methodological tool,
which is meant to operate over the texts produgegbotiticians on the Nord Stream pipeline. It foll®
that this paper contributes to previous IR disaussin narrative analysis, firstly, by bringing ttger

the structural English School and a specific nargagnalysis. Secondly, as already mentioned, this
paper draws from Ringmar’s use of the classicalatiae types to describe and articulate the palitic
debates on a specific issue (the Nord Stream pigeto build a methodology that is meant to diselos
the meanings existing prior to the texts. Theretheenarrative analysis carried in this paper seagea
methodological tool to combine the concepts ofdtractural English School with the findings in the

different texts.

3.1.3. Narrative Analysis

One possible way to approach narrative analydis iscus on the verb “interpret” which
Umberto Eco defines as “...to interpret means totreathe text of the world or the world of the text
by producing other texts...The problem is not to lemge the old idea that the world is a text which
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can be interpreted, but rather to decide whethéiaé a fixed meaning, many possible meanings or
none at all (Eco cit. Czarnawska 2004, p. 60). The significaoicthis quotation for the paper relates

to the interpretation of the “world of text”.

The construction of the Nord Stream pipeline is asimple fact which results from the
building of two pipelines under the Baltic Sea aleaepresents the centre around which storigben
area are told: narrations of its necessity or ®h@rmfulness. Those emerge from political speeches
texts which contain the divergent interpretatiohshe pipeline given by the different political acs,
readers and authors. The Nord Stream pipeline gdropgn thus be examined as a text which produces
other texts as a reaction. The tools provided byatime analysis will help to identify the meanings
present in the different texts. Those meanings redue interpreted to make sense of the political
reality. In order to do that the concepts of thactiral English School will be used as an intetiqiree

tool, which enables disclosing the features ofsiha@al tissue.

The approaches to narrative analysis have diffemots, going from German
hermeneutics to Russian formalism passing thoughdfr structuralism. What ties them all together is
the concern and major focus oriented towards tkter&her than the authors: texts as such arettieen
core of the form of analysis (Czarniawska 2004, gp64). The concerns over the intentions or the
point of view of the author are secondary to theegal features of the text. However texts are not
thought of as detached products of an author. TéRgct systemic features which existed prior t@irth
production. The access to these meaning is grdmytéde analysis of the texts produced about thelNor
Stream pipeline: the texts are the key to reveasdhstructural features | look for. The focus @& th
study is not to seek the personal intentions gfexific author. Rather, | will reflect upon thelugnce
of the social surroundings of the produced textelsuppose that individuals, as part of the sodrety
which they live, possess common patterns which theyitably pass on to the texts they produce.
Texts are then a reflection of the structural sumdbngs of the author. | will come back to this

important point in the following pages.

This approach presupposes that politics, with dedims of objectives, claims, means and
purposes, also consists of stories: for instanagesients or public declarations of war fit in this

category. It follows that plots are contained iagh texts as the facts or the concepts expressewar
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a simple chronological account but they possessigadlmeanings. In addition to that the storydell
(politician, Prime Minister, and so forth...) is piding us with a text in which his/her “interpretati

of the world” is contained. More importantly thedamstanding of the world which emerges in the texts
is not personal and peculiar but social. What odihs express in texts is the fruit of culturadan
social circumstances. Erik Ringmar (2006) emphasizew in the texts or speeches produced by
political actors concerning the war in Iraq, difet and often divergent plots and stories could be
found. The heterogeneous positions expressed byrthree Ministers were developed and expressed in
their declarations about the war. Each side wéisgals a story concerning the reasons why theimwar
Irag was a fair or an unfair deed: in most of tlases these stories were deeply differing from one
another. At the same time the structures of namatippeared to be specific and of a finite number.
These specific paths of narrations are as welltaral widely shared pattern and therefore theyioced
the cognitive and interpretative understanding bk ttexts to universally intelligible plot
characterizatior’s This means that all the possible narrations @f war could be understood or
interpreted in the light of one of the four clas$ioarrative types (romance, tragedy, comedy and
satire). These four different paths of narrationlddead to extremely different conclusions (the as

a due act, or as tragic event and so forth), elkengh they were narrating the same fact. In additio
Ringmar argued that those narratives were a sanlcultural product rather than a free choicéhef t
story teller: it follows that analyzing how and wthe war was articulated in one of those narratives
types grants us an insight into the society we wislook at. The condition of a finite and specific
number of narrative types allows us to speculatealbrstories, bringing them back to the classical

types, to which they inevitably relate.

In this type of analysis different plots, with alstéincommensurable” functions of the
characters do not simply imply competing “pointsigw”. They rather state opposite basic beliefd an
cognitive comprehensions of reality, while on thieeo hand the presence of similar stories is rexdkeal
those stories share plots and hence conceptualizadf the War. In the article by Ringmar it emerge
how these opposite beliefs and values determinedhtents of the speeches: the political declamatio

articulate the war in Iraq in different terms degheig on the kind of “understanding of the worldath

8 In his article Ringmar refers to the fact theere though the classical narrative types belongirally to
the Greek tradition, and by extension to the Westailture, their use has spread worldwide. Frora fbllows that the
articulation of a narration in one these four typesiniversally intelligible and therefore it cae hsed as instrument to
categorize all sorts of narration. (Ringmar 2008) p
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is socially accepted in the cultural environmentred author (Ringmar 2006, pp. 1-3). Beliefs shared
values, norms and institutions exist therpriori and are reflected in the texts, by argumentations,
statements and comments. This relationship betwegat is expressed in a text and the cultural
societal tissue in which the contents that charaet¢he text are developed allows me to reflecrup

the patterns of a society (composed by individoalsy collective units).

I work on the basis of the assumption that therears analogy between the
conceptualizations of the war in Iraq and the riemna that the politicians are creating about tloedN
Stream. From this follows that in the Baltic Seaaaiexts are produced as a reaction to the cotistiuc
of the pipeline. The politicians (ministers andi@#ls of the states belonging to the area) ardyximg
texts and stories which can be understood refetarthe classical four narrative types. It follothsit
these texts will be regarded not primarily as espeal and free choice of the author, but as a lbpcia
and culturally rooted products. The societal ankucal tissue of the authors will be reflected heir
texts. The shared values and beliefs, determinectiméents of the texts which revolve around the
construction of the pipelines. The societal tissunl its peculiarities can be then determined by
analyzing the texts which politicians produce whdkbating over the pipeline. The structural English
School’s concepts of the international society gr@dprimary institutions, will clarify the qualiyf the

tissue and its thickness: what is shared and vehaati.

The methodological approach needs now to be mquain detail. The logic of the
analysis and the empirical part will be combinedha following pages. Let us first have a lookhrad t

tools the method provides us with, in order to akpfurther analytical steps.

3.1.4. Hayden White and the ways of emplotment

Hayden White dealt with historiography and the psscof “history(ies)-makifigwhere
the emplotmengthe art of giving a plotjakes place. He studied the relation between tiradtion of
history and the way in which historians made sefisein their attempt to explain it. White argust
this process is culturallpased and that it follows certain paths which dra @nite number. These

paths built on the ancient Greek classical narathodes. In my paper | will draw from White's
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concept of emplotment and from the four differgmiets of plots he derives: romance, tragedy, comedy,
satire (White 1975).

Romanceas mostly centered on a single character and énofakes the form of a quest in
which the “hero” has to go through perilous fightgl along dangerous paths while facing the for€es o
evil. The confrontation between the hero and ti#lain” is a metaphor of the battle between good
and evil, and it can take place in various forntgskind of plot has a linear structure since theney
will eventually lead towards the victory of the dielOnce he has regained what was lost at the

beginning of the story the hero ends up in triun{gingmar 2006, pp. 2-4)

Tragedy is characterized by the presence of ttee$oof nature and its laws, which again
can take different forms. Those forces (such a) fate naturally hostile to humankind, which has to
struggle to achieve relief from them. The figuretteé hero might be present in a tragedy but histdig
have another connotation compared to the romanuoe.sfructure of the narration is circular and the
struggles of the hero often have negative outcofess often mistaken and his actions lead himeto b
cursed by the laws of nature or society. No rewarth sight and there is no final triumph. The
unachievable task is then a metonymy of the hefats. Time’s flow and narrative structure are
circular: evil forces will not be defeated evenlyand the efforts to change one’s own fate areain.
(ibid)

Comedy has to be seen as the narrative type afmaésstandings, where from the very
beginning an unpleasant situation or the frustrathons of the main character are at the core of the
focus. Essentially built on twists of plot, comedgrrates the passage from one society (or state of
being) to another, better and more desirable. Timonous ingredient is given by the twists themselve
and the characters working within it. Usually twpés of personages are present; those pushing for a
positive turn and those obstructing it. Since cti@a, human beings, are then meant in the end to
harmonize with the whole, comedy represents a sigete. Time proceeds linearly as the narrative

structure: their flow is arrow-type. (ibid)

Satire is typically the mode where irony rulesd &as a consequence of that the main

characters and functions of the other modes arersed or ridiculed. For this reason Ringmar has
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defined it a “parasitic mode” (Ringmar 2006, p. Satire “deconstructs” or subverts the hierarcbies
the other modes, and it does not only do so tptbe which is then turned upside down, but also to
the characters, which drastically change theirsioldhe main target of this deconstruction is romanc
which is reverted and its hierarchies are then a®resequence twisted. The aim of achieving a
complete twist is pursued with the use of absugiclowhich is implied in a reversed plot. Hero is
often then ridiculed as his quests are poked fuibat.).

3.1.5. The limited use of Vladimir Propp and functional analysis

Vladimir Propp was a Russian formalist who dediddtes studies to the classification of
Russian Folktales. His claim and major point was thniformity of all the fairy tales in their
structure” (Alker 1996, p. 274). His work starteslam attempt to classify and describe the compenent
of the different fairy tales in order to be able djmw common patterns and common possible
developments. In his famous bodkorphology of the Folktalehe develops a method of classification

which is basically consisting of two main parametéine dramatis personae and the functions.

Propp developed an analysis which is based onttity ®f different Russian folk tales.
His point was that it is possible to trace commbaracters with similar function, in relation to thiet,
for the different Russian folk tales. Similarly whé is possible | aim at pointing out the similar
functions and the dramatis personae in the textithnalyze. By doing so it is possible to deegen t
analysis made with the help of the concept of @npat. In this study | mainly draw from three
characters (hero, villain and helper) and one fonctillainy. These categories are used to asktopres
on the characters of the stories collected form Blad#tic Sea area. My argument is that the text
collected can be classified as romances, tragecisedies or satires. Furthermore, by reflectingrov
the four roles and the function of villainy of tk®ories’ main actors, it is possible to identify tkey
plots that the stories are made up of and, onbidisss, to characterize the regional internationeiety
with the help of the English School concepts. Iréf@re do not use Propp dogmatically, | do only
borrow from him some of the characters and oneispdanction as this help the methodological
analysis.
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So far | have been describing the methodologiaalktevhich | make use of. | mainly use
White’s work, while borrowing when possible somePobpp’s dramatis personae. The next section of
the chapter aims at linking the context of the @riynsources (political speeches interpreted agesjor
to the methodology itself. Furthermore the seciiloistrates how the narrative analysis on the prima
sources is bale to extract those key stories | he@hswer the research question. Firstly a prabmyi
step has to be taken in the direction of introdgdime “inquired material”: the social tissue of the
Baltic Sea area.

3.2. STRUCTURE OF THE ANALYSIS

3.2.1. Social tissue, where stories grow

As argued and quoted elsewhere (Ringmar 2006)igmland therefore international
relations can be seen as story telling and intdué& dialogues. As a consequence of that plotsbean
traced in speeches, declarations and official decisa Those plots are not simply invented or ctkate
independently from the cultural and social contastRingmar puts it: “... although stories may have a
material or an institutional base, it is clear tttety draw heavily for their shape and contentfhen

cultural presuppositions of the societies in whioéy originaté (Ringmar 2006, p. 3).

These cultural presuppositions are both inheretité¢ society and to the individual parts
of it. The particular cultural properties of an iwidual or of a collective unit have endogenous and
exogenous elements. The endogenous elements oeigiran the personal set of values of the

individual, while the exogenous ones derive fromdbciety where the individual lives.

The level in which the social parameters are shhyethe other individuals composing a
given society is shown by the extent to which ngrmstitutions and beliefs are commonly accepted
and internalized. The more a norm is internalized,harder it will be to classify as socially acedye
a behavior that endangers the respect for the nbh@.deeper a value is shared, the stronger will be
the compulsions to act according to it. The behaam the roles of individuals in a society arenthe
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also given by their acceptance or rejection of sbeietal parameters. This point is relevant for my
thesis as | seek to reconstruct the social paramefehe society in the Baltic Sea area, starfiog

the stories concerning the Nord Stream pipelingresuppose that the stories are determined by the
social and cultural components existing a priang #his is the reason | look at the former (stQries
find out about the latter (social parameters ornaddessue). However the construction of the Nord

Stream pipeline might reveal some new feature.

The common acceptance or rejection of specificetatparameters is peculiar to a given
society: the degree to which given norms or vahresshared portrays the society and its socialdiss
How “solidarist” is the behavior of the membersdach other and to which extent? What kind of
behavior is accepted and which one is rejectedigmatized? Answers to these questions can be used
to describe the character of the social tissueimvitthich individuals act. In order to gain accesshe
social tissue in the Baltic Sea area, | make ugseoftive analysis of the texts that the selestates
produce. | will retrieve the shared norms, valued beliefs by looking at the speeches, declarations
and documents regarding the Nord Stream pipelineatwill emerge with the help of narrative

analysis from the documents will be then connettdédose norms, values and beliefs.

In the Baltic Sea area the stories concerning\tbel Stream pipeline not only narrate
the construction of the pipeline, but disclose wikathared and what is not. In other words stares
“culturally available explanations of institutionsystems and relationships” (Patterson & Monroe
1998, p. 317). This research is framed within tinectural English School theory and | will revehét
social tissue on which stories grow, by reflectowgr those same stories, their plots and the fonsti
of their characters. This study is lead by the meened concept of international society to the Itesu
of the methodological procedure. The results ofrtfehodological procedure are then framed within
the structural English School concept§he theoretical analysis then will provide thésearch with

answers to the research question.

The primary sources for the narrative analysis #re speeches, declarations and
documents that ministers and officials have reléashile discussing the pipeline. In this study the

Nord Stream pipeline is regarded at as a catalyst. pipeline prompts the creation of documents in

9 This is done in chapter 4.
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which stories are traceable and therefore a naeeratmalysis can be carried out. The aim is to mqui
into whether there are hegemadfistories in the national narrations of the Nord&tn pipeline: i.e. to
determine which ones are more abundant and whehhair distinct patterns. This is done by listing
the most recurrent plot characterizations of thed\NStream pipeline. | apply his scheme to each
speech from the countries involved and then movéoocharacterize the Baltic Sea region with the

help of the conceptual apparatus of the reconvé&mgtish School.

The following paragraph describes the methodoldlgg:logic of the procedure and steps
of the inquiry are shown with their relevance te #nalysis. The tools provided by White and Propp
will be explained and applied in the light of theetthodological procedure, afterwards the primary

sources will be analyzed.

3.2.2. The analysis of the primary sources: construction of the method, logic and
procedure

The object of inquiry is the social tissue of thatl® Sea area. In order to characterize it |
use the reconvened concept of international sacidtg project of the Nord Stream pipeline functions
as a catalyst by causing reactions from the casin the area which take the form of stories. This

enables me to inquire into the social tissue franiinvith the concept of international society.

In this study | mainly focus on six countries: &st, Finland, Germany, Poland, Russia
and Sweden (see chapter 1).To briefly sum up thgores are mainly two. On the one hand the scope
and the nature of this study remain limited andriler not to render the analysis excessively witk a
inconsistent the number of the studied countriestrba circumscribed. The second reason draws from
the consideration that not all the positions over pipeline are that meaningful to the case or add
something peculiar. The choice of the countriesedirthen at achieving consistency with the above
mentioned points. As a consequence the countriesechare those with a more relevant position
regarding the Nord Stream pipeline. This is deteadiby focusing on namely two parameters: their
energy interdependence and the political relevafidbeir statements. Denmark for instance is almost

independent from external energy sources, anddime €£an be stated for Norway. On the other hand,

10 The adjective hegemonic refers to a qualitaéibandance and not directly to the more specificn@m@an meaning.
From the documents some key stories are more ahutigm others, as certain elements are more exduiran others.
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the positions of Latvia and Lithuania are not exieéy relevant due to their not meaningful
dependence on external sources of energy ane wirthlarities of arguments with the Estonians’ ©ne
(Aalto 2007b). For the latter reason the analysitheir texts would not add much to the overalldstu

on the qualitatively speaking.

The methodology is divided in three procedural stepm the primary sources to the
concepts of the reconvened English School: a) tiadysis of the texts; b) the collection of the key
stories in each of them and, when possible, théddnuse of Propp’s functional analysis; c) the
theoretical analysis of the findings with the hefpthe structural English School concepts. Chagter
deals specifically with the first two steps, whiale meant to disclose the stories within the prymar
sources. Each step is characterized by a diffeasatlytical moment:abduction deduction and
induction Each of these stages respectively deepens tihessnan the texts, underlines the key stories

and leads towards the concepts of the structurglisfnSchool.

The first step is a preliminary reflection over thesearch materials. This is meant to
provide me with initial hypotheses as | use the smafyemplotment to address each text. The materials
are looked at and at a preliminary glance are db@anaed as tragic, romantic, comedic or satirigisT
Is the abductive moment and it is meant to dirbet further analysis by producing questions. The
initial conceptualization of the pipeline in one thie four modes provided by White stimulates the
formulation of further questions. For instance: W&yhe passage a tragedy (or comedy and so forth)?

What makes it a tragedy (or a comedy and so on)?

In order to answer these questions | will make usesome cases, of the functional
analysis provided by Propp. | draw partially fromopp and his functional parameténst this will not
be done dogmatically: | use the dramatis persoh#eedhero, the villain, the helper and the functad
villainy. This will point out different functionsfahe personages in the texts by prompting question
as: Who or what is the hero? Who is the villain?ai\the villainy? This is the deductive moment and i
is needed in order to move to the level of politicseach passage the political elements might gener
as to address, villains, heroes and so forth. Tilaeacters and their functions, when clearly rentalgka
are placed in the scheme provided in figure 3.k Kéy stories of each passage are here underlined.

The key stories are general and wider argumentshich the content of the passages can be related.
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The last step is the inductiveoment in which | make sense of the findings bkifhg
them to the concepts of the structural English 8thithis is the inductive moment, and | deal whist
last step of the analysis in chapter 5. As argugdRingmar, pure forms of narrations or unique
elements are hard to find: i.e. a pure tragic n@mawill not likely appear and the same applies fo
comedy and so forth (2006, pp. 2-4). On the otlardhthe different key stories for each country are
then referred to the different elements charadtegizhe social tissue: shared values, interests and

norms for instance. Let us have a look at the examp

Finland considers the project [the Nord Stream Ipipga way of improving
energy security in Europe. The pipeline in itsslisafe way of conveying gas,
but we want — and indeed our legislation requireshat all environmental
factors involved in the project will be carefulljudied. When Finland decides
on whether to allow the use of her sea areas, ¢ieesidns will be based on
environmental factors (Halonen 2008a).

| conceptualize the text as a romance which camitto a tragedy. In this speech Tarja
Halonert* depicts the construction of the pipeline as ae‘safiy of conveying gas” while at the same
time she is asking for consideration for the “eammental factors”. Halonen argues that if the
environmental factors are satisfactorily met, Fwdlawill not object the use of her sea area. Firstly
Halonen’s passage is articulated on the importaficke energy security, which | then call key story
Halonen acknowledges the importance of the supipfase that the Nord Stream would guarantee. This
supply of gas would be beneficial for the whole &pg. Secondly Halonen remarks in her passage, the
importance of the environmental factors, which Nerd Stream has to comply with. “Environmental
factors” is the second key story of the passageileNthe provision of energy prosperity allows to
conceive the construction of the pipeline as romarie possibility of threats for the environment
might turn the narration towards a more tragic abwrization. The analysis of the passage revealed
the key stories of energy security and environniefgetors. This procedure is repeated in the

following chapter for all the passages collectedow proceed to work on the corpus of the sources.

11 This speech “Our common Baltic Sea region, &utchallenges” was given by the current PresidenthefFinnish
Republic (Tarja Halonen) in Hamburg, Germany on&h&008.
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examine a country at the time and those are lighgldabetically. In the next chapter | go througé th
first two steps of the methodological procedurar] b), respectively the analysis of the texts taed

collection of the key stories. Finally | unfold threluctive moment of the analysis in chapter 5.

44



4. HEROES, VILLAINS AND THE NORD STREAM PIPELINE:
FROM THE TEXTS TO THE STORIES

This chapter tackles the analysis on the primaryrcs. The method and the
methodological procedure unfolded in chapter 3apaied to the texts and passages collected frem th
countries. The chapter is divided in two sectidnsthe first one | present the texts and the neati
analysis carried on for each of them. The passagegrouped for each country and the order in which
the countries are listed is alphabetical. Thisieactlevelops the analysis according to its firsb tw
stages: a) analysis of the texts and b) collectibthe key stories and their characters. The second
section of the chapter deals with the systematilecion of the key stories and their characters in
order to prepare the ground for the step in whidoty, method and analysis are combined (which is
carried in chapter 5).

4.1. TEXTS AND STORIES OF THE BALTIC SEA AREA
4.1.1. Estonia

This section begins with the analysis of the Estontiexts all of which describe the
construction of the pipeline in somewhat tragierter Located in the south part of the Gulf of Finlan
Estonia is also rather involved in the constructibthe Nord Stream pipeline. As a matter of facts
2007 the Nord Stream AG has attempted the survekieoEstonian maritime economic seabed. The
reactions on the Estonian side have been mosthativegto such a request. The main point in
neglecting the survey was “protecting the Estomatural resources” (Reuters 2007a). Environmental
concerns were raised along with those connectéaketseabed (Tere 2009). Both these points (see also

Kisel 2007, Liiv 2009) can be seen by the passama fJrmas Paet, Estonian Foreign Minister:
[Estonia] would like to see that also the alten®ton mainland will be
researched. Nord Stream AG, owned by Russian emagnopoly Gazprom

the German Wintershall arelON and the Dutch Nederlandse Gasunie, did not
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want to investigate a real alternative overland #rel Baltic pipeline could
affect the fragile sea in a devastating manner.usowith Nord Stream there is
one big problem or question mark and it is envirental one. Because actually
we don’t understand why the Nord Stream compang’dahalyze or research
a real alternative and a real alternative shoul@m¢he mainland because the

Baltic Sea is a very fragile sea environment (2868a).

In this passage Paet argues that the construatithre pipeline would have “devastating”
consequences. The seabed is described as an ersthragyea because of critical environmental
condition. The Nord Stream is then a threat for ¢éin@ironment. In addition the constructors are
depicted clearly as villains for their refusal took for other solutions, less impacting on the
environment. In particular Paet refers to a maidlalternative which, as he argues, would be abette
solution to preserve the environment of the Bae&a. In this passage the construction of the Nord
Stream pipeline is described as villainy againgt émvironment. The key story embedded in this
passage is: “the fragility of the Baltic Sea”. Tigsbecause the passage revolves on the necegsity o
preserving a fragile environment, such as the 8&ga. Paet in another article expresses his @pinio

concerning the Nord Stream in very similar terms.

From our point of view, we are not against thatreheould be new pipelines
from Russia to Europe, but with this concrete pipgelve still like to see that
also the alternative on mainland will be research&dis construction is going
to be very huge; it is more than 1000-kilometresgl@nd, of course, this kind
of big construction in the sea, which is very flaghas also an influence over

the sea environment.(Paet 2008b)

The construction itself, due to the projected rpatied the dimensions of the pipeline
itself pose a potential threat to the environm@mtce again Paet refers to the fragility of the Babea
environment. This is the point on which Paet setrarticulate the construction of the pipeline. tPae
also suggest again that a mainland alternative dvbala better solution for the Estonian counterpart
An onshore pipeline would grant better chancesstortia in terms of fees on the transported gas. As

can be inferred from other passages (for instaé®oeor 2007) Estonia and other countries would rathe
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favor a route which would involve their territorjeas from that it would derive the possibility of
gaining transit fees for the Russian gas. Pagnadfihat Estonia is against the pipeline as ibw just
due to its offshore character. In addition the eaghis put on the fact that Estonia would not cbje
new pipelines from Russia to Europe. The key shemng is again: “the fragility of the Baltic Sea”.

The articulation of the discontent in regard of ghpeline has also other connotations.

Paet states that the environment and the rela@ticBeabed are not the only reasons for the kston
doubts.

Why do they want a pipeline which could affect Betic in an unpredictable
manner? The prevailing view in Estonia is thatdh/ reason why the pipeline
has been planned to run underwater is to avoid ezatipn with certain

European countries, such as Poland, Lithuania, taerdother Baltic states.
Routing plans were made for so long among few statbe Baltic countries
and Poland were kept outside the negotiations fongtime, even though they
are coastal states on the Baltic Sea. (Paet 2007)

The effects of the construction of the Nord Strgapeline are said to be “unpredictable”
for the whole Baltic Sea area. In addition the N&tdeam pipeline represents the violation of the
principle of cooperation as most of the countriesenrkept outside of it. This represents the villa
the undertaking. Therefore Russia and Germany rapdiditly represented as villains. The passage
implicitly refers to the possibility of renewingetalready existing pipelines, Brotherhood and Yamal
Europe, which the construction of Nord Stream egdesy These two pipelines are passing by the
countries mentioned in the passage. Paet refetisetdact that the agreements for the Nord Stream
project where made between Germany and Russia wtitmvolving other European countries.
Furthermore this is done on purpose. This facegative as cooperation is violated where it shixeld
stronger, among the European countries. This &itiom seems to blame mostly Germany, as

European country. These considerations lead meatoenthe key story in this passage: “lack of
consultation among European countries”.
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The President of Estonia had the chance as welistauss the topic of the Nord Stream.

This passage is taken from is speech releaseceindsi the 28 of May 2008.

The European Union must speak about energy issitlene voice and act as
a common target market, only then is it possibleeist the attempts of any
country to use energy supplies to increase thditigad profile. Nord Stream
and South Stream, the new gas lines offered by i&usse new supply
channels, but do not help us to diversify our sigppland thereby increase
energy security. The main alternative to Russiguaranteeing the stability of
the energy supply for Europe is supplies from thspgtan Region. (llves 2008)

In this passage the construction of the Nord Strpgureline has both tragic and romantic
connotations. The Nord Stream pipeline and thelS8tteam are seen as tools of Russia to “increase
its political profile”. This is an act of villaings it weakens the European Union and its possitidit
diversify its suppliers and increase energy segufihis is the common goal, according to llvesttha
the European Union has. In this passage the sairpetential tragedy lies in the fact that Russia
might use the Nord Stream and the South Streamo#stb increase its political power. It might do s
by improving its “control” over the European energgurces. This makes Russia a villain, in the
interpretation of llves. On the other hand, thergnsupplies from the Caspian Region (helpers tble
turn the tragedy into romance) would serve to dpetawards this goal granting the story with a
romantic spin and avoiding Russia to increaseatsgy over the European Union. In particular here is
important to notice when llves refers to how thadpgan Union should act and speak with “one
voice”, by doing so llves implies that the Européamon does not do so in the question of the energy
supplies and more specifically of the Nord Streartherefore name the key story in this passage
“division of the European Union”, as llves refeesthe lack of common voice and action among the

European Union members.

More recently President llves has addressed admnptoblems he claims the Nord
Stream would represent in terms of energy secutiégyhas done so at the Munich Security Conference
in 2009, and besides addressing the specific sgaetated issues shown above he stated in this

passage:
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The real question for both South Stream and Norda8t is really how we
inject some parity into this dependency. Specifyjcake would allocate large
EU structural funds for a project that fundamentailolates EU competition
rules, in American English, EU anti-trust legistati The technical term in
Eurospeak is “bundling®, i.e. when ownership of glypand distribution is one
and the same. When it comes to energy unbundlmgeber, national interests
prevail, with dire consequences for our securitiasslve EU funding is sought
for a project that by its nature violates EU contpet policy with a country
that on January once again showed, is quite willmgse energy as a foreign
policy tool. (llves 2009a)

This passage depicts the Nord Stream pipeline sdtinical traits. About the dependency
on Russia and how to deal with it (see also 1IM@382 2009a and 2009b). The elements of satire eleriv
from llves’s use of terms to underline and decams$tcontradictions in the motivations behind the
pipeline. If the pipeline is built the European bimiwould be the villain's helper, while Russia ‘luaid
to use energy as a foreign policy tool” is thearil of the story. llves argues again that the “gper
unbundling” and more generally in the energy polafythe European Union, the national interests
prevail, preventing the European Union itself teapor act with one voice. This division among the
European countries causes contradictions (the Stvehm pipeline which violates the EU competition
policy), and makes European countries subjecteédRiissian “foreign policy tool”. | therefore cdllet
key story in this passage “division of the Europ&kamon”.

4.1.2. Finland

In chapter 3 | offered a quick glance at one ofddeh’'s speeches (Halonen 2008a). In
that speech Halonen referred to the Nord Streato aspotential romance and as a potential tragedy.
The romantic conceptualization was deriving from gossibility of energy prosperity, which is indeed
profitable and convenient to all. On the other hati possibility of ecological disaster was still
inherent to the construction of the pipeline aslves the call for the constructors to meet the
environmental standards. President Halonen hasrkecha similar position in other circumstances as
when she declared:
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This is an ecological question, not a political oW say ‘yes’ to the pipeline
and no to ecological threats. If the latter canakeided, we will support the

pipeline. (Halonen 2007a)

Halonen emphasizes that Finland does not oppossotistruction of the pipeline because
it is not a political issue and therefore allowsoithave a romantic and positive ending. In fachby
putting accent on a potential political debate,ddah is affirming the Finnish positive view of the
pipeline. On the other hand the possibility of theggedy is there, as the ecological threats must be
avoided. | call the key story here “environmentaktt’. Environment is the object to be preservad a

the one that might turn the key story in a romaosrce a tragedy.

The accent on the environmental related issuesis sttessed by Heidi Hautala, member

of the Finnish Parliament:

Finland has always taken an active position on N&tréam. Therefore it did
not close its eyes to all the shortcomings of ttoggat. The shortcomings are as
follows: the underwater topography in the Gulf @& simple. But in addition to
this, Russia needs to ratify the Espoo Conventidfithout such ratification
there is no reliable framework within which envinsental questions can be
discussed. (Hautala 2008a)

Hautala emphasizes the active position of Finlandtlte Nord Stream. This is not
necessarily negative. However the shortcomingshefgrojects are impeding a romantic or comedic
development. Hautala here stresses the importahdbeotwo factors linked to each other. She
highlights the value that the environment has forlahd. In addition to that she underlines the
importance of the ratification of the Espoo Conw@amtwhich Russia has to comply with. In particular
Hautala herself is fiercely opposing the constarctof the pipeline (see also Hautala 2008b and
2008c). | name the key stories in this passageifemwmental regulations” and “the fragility of the
Baltic Sea”. The ratification of the Espoo conventis a key element in the passage and articulates

what Hautala has expressed here. Furthermore sfgseas$ the importance of the environment (when
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she refers to the Gulf of the Baltic Sea and imogpaphy) and by doing so she implies the fragoity
the Baltic Sea. In Hautala’s account Russia emeageillain who has not ratified the Espoo

Convention.

If Hautala has been critical of the Nord Streamjqui a mildly positive position in favor
of the Nord Stream was taken by Finnish Foreignistiem, Alexander Stubb. In occasion of a meeting

with his Latvian counterpart he released the follgndeclaration:

The European Union might need the Nord Stream gsdipe planned to run
under the Baltic Sea from Russia to Germany. Eeirgeded an energy mix
including gas, nuclear and other options to ensugplies. | say we need
Nabucco, | say we need South Stream and | sayaththe end of the day we
might also need Nord Stream. Politically we are llotking the Nord Stream

and our approach to it is a positive one (Stub®200

It is difficult to classify this passage as eitheromedy, tragedy, satire or romance. Stubb
emphasizes that the Nord Stream is needed by thep&an Union. The pipeline is narrated in the
wider discourse of diversification of energy soustc8tubb places the Nord Stream as one project
which could contribute to such a security, togetvith the Nabucco and the South StréariThese
three projects are all in accordance to the aigrafting Europe with energy of supplies. In thissss
the passage contains romantic elements as it paipisture of the European Union, the energy needs
of which are well served by a variety of pipelinegerestingly Stubb does not frame Nabucco and the
South Stream as alternatives to each other bubrplementary projects. As these projects would

serve to provide “energy security”, this is naméhaf key story.

Furthermore Stubb highlights what he believes the of Nord Stream pipeline might be

in the wider Euro-Russian energy interdependenbatdeHe suggests that:

12 The Nabucco and the South Stream are two diffgripelines which are under consideration at tloenent being. The
South Stream would connect Turkey (and Russian @akply and therefore the South of Europe (A&6D7). The
Nabucco project would imply a pipeline linking Ggiar to Austria, bypassing Russian supplies (Nabucco
Pipeline,2009).
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Seventy-five percent of the Russian energy magket Europe, so who is more
dependent on who? Gas going to Germany is as iaogs gas going to
Latvia and the Nord Stream project could be ond péarthe solution. My
feeling is very strongly that the crisis we witnedst the beginning of the year
with Russia and Ukraine should provide impetus drcommon European
energy policy. I'm not talking about determiningeegy sources but it should
be our next big project. (Ibid)

It is difficult to address this passage with pubamacterizations (romantic, tragic and so
forth). There are elements of a tragic and of aamatina spin. The interpretation of the Nord Streamaa
helper —part of the solution- enabling the EuropEaion in attaining its energy security is suppdrte
by this passage. These are the romantic featui@rding to it the pipeline is not only important i
order to reduce the shortage of supplies to La#wid Germany but it is framed within the wider
context of a common European energy policy. Howelements of a potential tragedy are present in
the passage as Stubb refers to the Russo-Ukrasnisia in which gas supplies destined to European
market were taken on the Ukrainian line of Brotioerdt®. Nord Stream is then an important tool (a

helper) that might help in addressing wider isqgesh as avoiding crises).

Furthermore, Stubb challenges the interpretatiothefEuropean Union as dependent on
Russian energy sources: Russia and Europe are tefbpms mutually needing each other
(interdependent). Thus he challenges the interfooataf the Nord Stream pipeline as an act of inla
on the part of Russia. To this respect he seersgggest that Nord Stream pipeline could be patti@f
solution to the problem of granting gas suppliesGermany or even to Latvia). Stubb emphasizes the
need to reduce the dependency of the European WmdRussian energy sources, both at the level of
perception (by reminding how Russia is dependerEldrenergy market) and factually by highlighting
the need for diversification. In addition to thaul® strongly underlines the need for a common
European energy policy. This concept is derivedhftbe reference to the Russo-Ukrainian gas ciisis.

name the key story of the passage: “European conamergy policy”.

13 The Brotherhood pipeline links Russian markeéhw@entral Europe, passing by Ukraine. Due to uhpdis, Gazprom
cut off the supplies of gas that were destinedkralsie in 2006. As retaliation Ukraine took partleé gas which was
meant to go to the European countries (Aalto 2007).
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4.1.3. Germany

The Nord Stream AG is a company which was createthé joint venture of Gazprom
and two German companies, BASF/Wintershall and ERQiNrgad’. It follows the direct economical
and political German interest regarding the comsiwn of the pipeline. This interest and the neitgss
for the construction of the pipeline were remarkedin official document in 2088 In this report,
withstanding all the possible issues deriving fritli@ construction of the pipeline, it was stated tha
possibility to withdraw from it “should be abandaofi€Fine-Kaper 2006). More recently the speeches
from the German Chancellor Angela Merkel have stdsthe necessity of the pipeline, especially
considering the wider perspective of the Europeaergy security (see Merkel 2007, 2009a and
2009b). In occasion of the first official visit thislr. Medvedev had in Germany, Mrs. Merkel and the
President of the Russian Federation released a oanpmess conference where the Nord Stream was

discussed:

Economic cooperation can bring advantages espgamthe energy context...
We [Germany] will support the cooperation on theergy sector and the
cooperation with Russia...We [Germany] support ERossian cooperative
patterns. ...We did not overcome yet all the pnmisleconcerning the Nord
Stream. ...However we had to exclude some countr@s this project just

because the strategic meaning of the project shmeildiso taken into account.
...We have a very good opportunity to deliver gagatly from Russia to

Germany and both countries are interested in demgMedvedev & Merkel

2009)

This passage contains a strong romantic charaatienzof the Nord Stream pipeline. The
economical advantages are underlined and the iampwet of the market economy emerges as a
consequence. The problems concerning the transihtges and the environmental concerns are
presented as challenges yet to be overcome so esaliae the bigger goal. Merkel justifies the

exclusion of some countries from the project. Meregers to the countries, like Poland which were

14 There is also the participation, with a smaijeote, of the Dutch company Gasunie (Nord Stream. AG
15 The Foreign Policy Implications of the Nord StreRipeline(Fine-Kaper 2006). This document was preparedhfer t
German Government from the private Fine-Kaper (@sg007).
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kept out of the project. This discourse is linkedtie choice of building an offshore pipeline like
Nord Stream, instead of investing on the alreadgtieg ones which are passing by Poland and other
countries, to whom transit fees would have to hbid.pehis exclusion is articulated in the name & th
wider process of economic and energy cooperatiomhdéh Nord Stream is clearly an important tool.
The “strategic meaning” of the undertaking is alsadlerlined. The choice to exclude other countses i
then also linked to strategic reasons, such asate@ the national interest of Germany. Interggyin
enough, the decision to avoid transit countrieshigracterized as a heroic undertaking due to ttte fa
that it might bring considerable economical besdfit Germany, Russia and the European Union. That
is, in order to fend off criticism against the &l character of the project, Russia and Gernaaay
argued to work not only for their mutual advantagefor the wider common sake of the Euro-Russian
cooperation. However the “common good” is achiewéti the pursuit and the defense of the strategic
purposes of the project. These considerationstieataracterize one of the key stories in this pgass

as “Euro-Russian economical cooperation” and therobne as “energy security”. The first key story
relates to the fact that, in this passage, Merkakacterizes the Nord Stream within the wider Euro-
Russian cooperative patterns. From this followd tha cooperation can be framed in the energy
sector, and this would mutually benefit the pa@ermany, the European Union and Russia). The key
story of the “energy security” derives from the w$enatural gas (through the Nord Stream) to achiev

the mutual benefit, and grant security of suppl¢d damand of gas.

Similar arguments can be found, for instance, @& ghess release from Mr. Gloser, the
German Minister for State of Europe, in StockhanApril 2008.

In light of increasing demand and decreasing pribdadevels in the North

Sea, the secure supply of the Western Europearmigabne system requires
additional routes of transport. The Nord Streanejie is essential to meet this
goal; it was with good reason that, on 6 Septer@dbé6, in a joint decision of
the European Council and the European Parliambatpipeline received the

status of a "Trans-European Network-Energy" proj@Etoser 2009)

According to Gloser the Nord Stream fulfills theed for the additional routes of

transport for the Western Europe. Nord Streampsesented as a necessary tool in securing theysuppl
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of gas to Western Europe as a result of which thelevproject acquires some romantic connotations.
Furthermore the legitimacy of the pipeline is adyte derive directly from the European Council and
the European Parliament. The articulation of thgelme's legitimacy is thus linked to the European
institutions, which are supposedly granting theartaking with an approval on the European level. In
consequence, the construction of the pipeline bgsRuand Germany emerges as a heroic deed
undertaken in the name of the “energy security'tfier European Union which can also be identified as

the key story underpinning this passage.

In the same press release Mr. Gloser further talieut the Nord Stream pipeline, and
this time addressing the specific doubts raisedotier countries and underlining the position of

Germany on this issue.

The construction of an offshore pipeline througé émvironmentally sensitive
Baltic Sea presents a particular challenge. Anai@iljhboring Baltic states are
in agreement that existing environmental protectibligations must be strictly
adhered to. I'd like to emphasize here that Gerntakgs these obligations
extremely seriously. While the construction of amshore pipeline would
probably be somewhat less expensive, the operatiogts would be
considerably higher, and the environmental balashogng operations would
clearly be negative, especially as a result ofdiméssions from the necessary
compressor stations. Therefore, an offshore pipelinthe better alternative.
(Ibid)

In this passage, the construction of the pipelind ¢he necessity to withstand the
environmental obligations are represented as diffes to be overcome. The fact that “all” the Balt
states acknowledge the importance of the envirotahéactors bind also the constructors (Russia and
Germany) which Gloser is implying. In particular bates how “seriously” Germany takes those
obligations. The articulation of the passage isanfic, as it emerges from the fact that the coottm
of the Nord Stream pipeline is a “challenge” bull ghe “better alternative”. The main point of the
passage is the consideration that the Nord Strepetine, might be a more expensive alternativerto a
onshore pipeline. However, argues Gloser, the Natréam pipeline is the safer solution for the

environment of the Baltic Sea. From Gloser's wormds can then infer how the care for the
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environment and the respect for the environmeriikdations are at the base of the German decision t
proceed with the Nord Stream project. The caretierenvironment is expressed by the key story of
the “fragility of the Baltic Sea”, which is a featuthat forces the country to take care of the comm
sea. On the other hand Gloser also wanted to ernzpksathe importance of the environmental

obligations, which is portrayed in the key story'@fvironmental regulations”.

4.1.4. Poland

In this paragraph | list the passages from Poldin@. texts are collected from speeches
released by Polish official or (former) ministefie reactions and declarations concerning the ipgpel
start appearing immediately after the first offigiatification of the construction of the NP. Gaapr
notifies via an official lettéf that the works for the pipeline will be initiateld. a public continuation
of that letter Mr. Piotr Wozniak released to thegs the following declaration. He emphasized ths fi

Polish reaction to the project:

The Ministry of Economy confirms its previous asseent of threats caused by
the projected construction of the Wyborg — Greifslvpipeline (the Nord
Stream gas pipeline) through the Baltic Sea. Thvestment poses a serious
threat to the Polish national security. It negdyivafects inter alia the transit
and supply of natural resources through the “Yanzaltl “Braterstwo” gas

pipelines as well as poses an environmental tijv#arniak 2007b).

In this passage Wozniak’'s conceptualization ofipeline appears clearly as a tragedy.
Its construction would cause “a threat to the Pohational security”. In addition the Nord Stream
pipeline would also damage the other energy supghat Poland uses and it poses a threat to the
environment as well. As Wozniak implies, the comstion of the Nord Stream would be dangerous for
Polish national security as from its completion Wdoderive a decrease of transit and supplies fioen t

other pipelines. He refers to the fact that, as alaBurope is passing through Poland, the constmcti

16 I have collected the letter (Wozniak 2007a)t gena reply to Mr. Matthias Warning of the NordeB&imn
AG. The former Polish Minister of Economy Mr. Pidozniak (2005-2007) was asking for clarificaticggarding the
route and the construction of the NP, claiming ttheg released document from Nord Stream AG at mbépect was
“Neither complementary nor accurate”.
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of the Nord Stream pipeline would directly affett The route of the Nord Stream would bypass
Poland, and therefore diminish its control ovensiafees. As a consequence the first key stothén
passage is the “national security”. Wozniak claitims importance for Poland of the respect of its
national interest and security. On the other hamalso addresses the Nord Stream as a cause for a
concrete “environmental threat”, which then is tlane of the second key story. The second key story
is related to the articulation of the constructadrthe Nord Stream as dangerous for the environmient
the Baltic Sea. In the following passage, reledsethe same politician, the construction of the dNor

Stream is also articulated as a danger for thedBatbsystem.

[Mr. Wozniak] emphasized that a large amount afksammunitions dating

back to the Second World War is located at theobotf the Baltic Sea in the
proximity of the Nord Stream gas pipeline which g®s serious threat to the
Baltic ecosystem (Wozniak 2007c).

This second passage further emphasizes how the $tordm pipeline is conceptualized
in the framework of villainy. Its construction walutlamage also the Baltic ecosystem. The key story
on the basis of which the construction of the NBtickam emerges is an act of villainy against thee Se
itself. Here Wozniak refers to the environmentafglated doubts which are surrounding the
construction of the Nord Stream. He therefore dhlkdsNord Stream a threat for the Baltic ecosystem,

it follows that the name of the key story of thegege is “environmental threat”.

Wozniak released another passage concerning thet Stogam pipeline and the need for
its constructors to obey to the regulation of Foaad international law.

The fact that the route of the gas pipeline pasisesigh the Polish exclusive
economic zone obliges Nord Stream AG to act in @a@owe with the

provisions of the Polish law. Unless Nord Streammples with all the

regulations concerning the procedures under thed&§pnvention, inter alia, if
the outcome of the environmental impact assessrngemtot positive, the
construction of the gas pipeline will not commeézniak 2007a).
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Here the Nord Stream AG is also depicted as angiatevillain: the passage speculates
with the possibility that the company will not colpwith the jointly formed regulations and will
violate the principles of the rule of law (Polistwl and Espoo convention). In this passage emehges t
emphasis that Mr. Wozniak puts on the importancéhef commonly accepted laws and norms. In
addition to the recall for the respect of Polis,|&Ir. Wozniak forecasts a potential villainy footn
obeying to the regulations establish in the Espamv@ntiort’(see also Wozniak 2007d). The

“environmental regulations” (among which we cancpléghe Espoo Convention) is then the key of the
passage.

The key story underpinning the passage can betadnmaboth romantic and tragic tones.
Mr. Wozniak’s speeches do not reveal too enthusiashes in favor of the pipeline. The narration
itself, however, suggests that laws, rules and entons are powerful as a respect of which theee is
romantic element to the passage. The respect asdiarite to norms and rules can turn a potential
villain into a hero, changing the plot orientatidn.a letter to the Financial Times, Sikorski dthec
addressed the consequences that the constructibie pipeline would have on the institutional level
(Sikorski 2007a). The form&t Polish Minister of the Defence Mr. Radek Sikorskid current

Minister of Foreign Affairs, has expressed all bscerns and the potential damages caused by the
Nord Stream pipeline:

The Nord Stream is the most outrageous attempt hyRutin to divide and
damage the EU, and it would be an economic andaiiicpl disaster for the
Union. The pipeline was initiated by Gerhard SclrpdChancellor Merkel's

predecessor, with no consultation with Germany's Edstners. (Sikorski
2007a)

The tone used and the expression “geopoliticalenmhomical disaster’” seem to suggest
a gloomy and tragic plot characterization. The ligeis depicted as a sort of “Trojan horse” prephar

by Mr. Putin, the villain of the story, to infilttea within the Union and weaken it, politically and

17 The Espoo Convention, held in 1991, establigmadng others that “Environmental threats do nepeet national
borders” (www.unece.org).

18 Mr. Radek Sikorski has been the Minister ofidieal Defence of Poland from 2005 until 2007.
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economically. In addition the “helper” of the vilkais Mr. Schréder. He actually initiated the piaje
but did not consult the European partners, anddaygdso is helping Putin. In Mr. Sikorski's point o
view, the Nord Stream pipeline is a tool for cregtdiscontent among partners, which weakens the
strength of the European Union, whose memberseai o quarrels. In this passage the key story is
“Putin’s attempt to divide the EU”. This as a reshtings towards political division among the
members of the European Union, whose voice is age not unique. The Nord Stream pipeline is a
hotly debated issue and its construction is nowgmoto be beneficial for all the parties. It causes
division (either directly or indirectly by lack @bnsultation) and it troubles the stability of tdaion.

Mr. Sikorski continues:

Economically, the Nord Stream is absurd. Its cestiffhates up t€12bn are
quoted, but there is no official figure) would Hdede to five times that of
doubling up existing land links. Financing it shbide tough as the European
Investment Bank has balked and German taxpayeragiess for Russia are
questioned by the Commission. But in any eventbilievould be met via the
tariff by German and other EU producers and conssimghey would be
paying for increased market dominance over theraseby Russia-Gazprom
and its allies, in raging contradiction to Europgaolicy on liberalization.
Ineluctably, there would be higher energy costs Eweer German and EU
competitiveness. And fossil fuel usage would beesrdhed, to the detriment of

cheaper and cleaner nuclear power. (ibid)

In this passage Mr. Sikorski’'s comment on the N&treéam pipeline is evidently satirical.
He characterises the pipeline as a ridiculous uakiig. The cost of the project is so high thatdes
not make sense. Such a risky operation would inplge investments while other operations,
involving the already existing land pipelines, wabble cheaper and safer. The absurdity of the pipel
is further emphasised by the fact that in Sikosskiew, the EU members would themselves end up
paying for such extravagance. The “villains” arerttRussia and Gazprom, and the victims are the
European consumers and producers. The “villainghgdizes prosperity, liberalization of trade and
competitiveness. Mr. Sikorski further suggests thz “German and other EU producers and
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consumers” are being fooled into such an absurblyeRussia and Gazprom. This part of the passage
increasingly underlines the satirical connotatibattMr. Sikorski gives to the construction of the
pipeline. Russia, as Mr. Wozniak has previouslyuadj is again attempting to misuse European
partners for its own advantage. The Nord Streanelipip is in this passage an effective tool for
economically weakening Europe and the Europeanteussia (Gazprom) is obtaining profit out of a
risky undertaking. | name the key story in thisgzage “economical disaster for the European Union”,
as | argue such a conception sums up the elemdnth were brought up by Sikorski with a clear
economic cut. Figure 3.5 sums up the functionshefdharacters in the key stories collected form the

two passages by Sikorski.

Furthermore Radek Sikorski has delivered to tesprvhat is probably the most famous

speech regarding the Nord Stream pipeline.

Poland has a particular sensitivity to corridorsl @eals above our head. That
was the Molotov-Ribbentrop tradition. That was @@h century. We don't
want any repetition of that. Germany's attitudeajodindermined European
solidarity. The project was a bad deal for conssns#nce it would cost $6m

more than one built through Poland. (Sikorski 2006a

This passage has a rather defined tragic charaatien. Sikorski articulates the
construction of the Nord Stream as a villainy.deenpletion would recall a tragic historical perifoad
Poland, represented by the Ribbentrop-Molotov gdetrefers to an historical fact that determines th
agreement between two powers, the Soviet Union@ertnany, over the division of Poland within a
frame of mutual non-aggression. Therefore in tlasspge Poland is the victim. The reference to the
Ribbentrop-Molotov pact implies a serious disagreetrabout the construction of the Nord Stream.
The construction of the pipeline, described as Rikebentrop-Molotov pact, would imply from
Germany the disrespect to the one of the foundimgciples of the European Union: solidarity.
Obviously in the text a clear villain emerges, whis Germany. By constructing the Nord Stream
Germany, Sikorski argues, would disrespect soligas it would pass over Polish interests (Yamal

Europe for instance). The strongest point is to lesEes how in the current context such an
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undertaking would jeopardize Polish national indereut even one of the funding principles of the
European Union, having repercussions on the whoigireent. The key story of the passage is the

“Ribbentrop-Molotov pact”.

During an informal conference of the European Cdumeld in Paris in the early July
2008, Poland was represented by its Deputy Prinmesidr, Waldemar Pawlak. In this occasion he was
addressed by a French commissioner, Mr. Claude Mandespect of the advantages that the Nord
Stream pipeline would have brought to the Europdaion. Mr. Mandil was referring to a report,
commissioned by the French commission on Energgt$ah which the economic and energy related

advantages of the Nord Stream were highlighteds Wais his reply:

Poland doesn't share the opinion included in g®rt and is not going to build
the interconnection between Poland and Germanychwiias considered in the
report. In our opinion, Nord Stream project is @aot investment which can
increase the energetic safety of the EU. The implegation of this project
means serious risk for Baltic Sea environment @stem). | also count on the
support from the EU in the Amber pipeline projathich construction is more

reasonable than the one of Nord Stream pipelirsvigk 2007a)’

In this passage the construction of the Nord Strpgreline is articulated as a tragedy.
The Nord Stream would imply risks for the enviromtef the Baltic Sea and its eco-system. The Nord
Stream pipeline is then a false hero as it implaédse premises as those of energetic safety for the
European Union. Furthermore in this passage the éknmooject is described as a hero, since its
construction would be “more reasonable”. This implihat the Amber project would address the issues
that the Nord Stream cannot. In this passage Pawfeks to his doubts concerning the capacity ef th
Nord Stream to fulfill the task of granting the Bpean Union with a safe supply of energy. In additi
to that he argues that the Nord Stream would imphysiderable risks for the environment of the Balti
Sea. In consideration of these two points, | ndmeekey stories of this passage “energy securitg’ an

“environmental threat”.
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4.1.5. Russia

Russia is the country mostly involved in the camdion of the pipeline. Gazprom, the
major stakeholder of the projé¥tis a Russian company. In addition Russia is tlgomEuropean
supplier of gas (Aalto 2007) and it is thereforéeiasted in the delivery of its supplies to Europe.
During his first visit abroad as newly elected Rtest of the Russian Federation, Dmitry Medvedev
released a joint press conference with Angela Mark8erlin. The first and most debated topic was
the Nord Stream pipeline. These were the termshitiwMedvedev addressed the subject (see also
Medvedev 2009a, 2009b and 2009c):

A very important part of our interaction and a vemportant part of our
cooperation is our agreement regarding the Norda8tr ...We indeed view it
as global project of European scope, this projqaaly complies with the aim
of reliable energy supplies and energy securitgliofountries. ...[Nord Stream]
is one of the most important factors in German-Russooperation. ...Even
advancing in such a mutually profitable project ymed to overcome fears and
prejudices, even if it is a good project and a vegded one on European side
like the Nord Stream. ...Both the Nord Stream dredSouth Stream are needed
by Europe. ...They are economically advantageoudsti@y will help energy
security of the whole European continent. ...Furti@e nothing takes closer
countries than economical joint ventures, the nvaeewill have the closer we
will be. (Medvedev & Merkel 2009)

In this passage the Nord Stream is characterizeal romantic tone. The Nord Stream
represents first of all an important instance ia tblationship between Russia and Germany, which is
articulated in terms of economical profit. Medved®ems to suggest how partnership is conceived on
bilateral terms, on the Russian side. Liberal valasach, as profit pursue business and free market
conditions, seem to be orienting the cooperatiorwbich Medvedev is talking about. In fact the
cooperation is described as mutually profitableesally on economical terms, the constructionhaf t

Nord Stream complies with the benefits of the miameonomy. In addition the Nord Stream is

19 Translation of the document done by the author.
20 Gazprom owns 51% of the company Nord Stream R@&d Stream AG).
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important also on a wider scope. The pipeline Is &dbserve the purposes of all European count®s,

it provides “energy security and reliable supplieRie romantic spin of the story is given by thedlfs
and prejudices” that need to be “overcome”. RuasthGermany characterized as the heroes due to the
fact that their undertaking is needed by Europerthfeumore the liberal conceptualization of
cooperation and its purpose emerges also from aise part of the passage. An economically
advantageous project as the Nord Stream goesratbe idirection of bringing countries “closer”. hi
emphasizes that “integration” to Europe is to bgettgped on the grounds of economic benefits.
Considering what has emerged from the passagemkrane of the key stories “energy security”.
Medvedev has focused on the concepts of energyliss@nd energy safety, and this has determined
the choice for the first key story. The second kbéyy of the passage is “Euro(German)-Russian
economical cooperation”. This name describes howwddev articulated the Nord Stream as a vector
to implement a cooperation guided by liberal valsesh as, for instance, the market, the profit-
pursuing business. This is not only meant to bRugsia and Germany closer, but he implicitly refers

to the possibility of extending such a procesh&whole continent.

Right after the latest Russo-Ukrainian crisis thes$&an Prime Minister and former
President, Vladimir Putin, emphasized the role thatNord Stream has in the Russian view (see also
Kosachev 2009 and Putin 2009b).

The gas crisis with Ukraine and its effects in Eagrdooosts the North Stream
pipeline project. The current crisis finally cons@d European consumers that
the pipeline is necessary and should be compledesban as possible. Russia
realized that such problems may appear long ago Mkraine and decided to
diversify ways of supplies its energy resources.this purpose we initiated the
construction of north-western pipeline at the bottof the Baltic Sea and
another pipeline which we call South Stream athlib#tom of the Black Sea.
That is why we also built the gas pipeline Bluee8in to Turkey at the bottom
of the Black Sea, by the way now it’s fully loadead this eases the problem a
little. (Putin 2009a)

63



In this passage the Nord Stream is depicted amantic solution to a tragic scenario. In

a context where gas crisis and the diversificatbrsources are concrete problems causing a tragic
scenario, Russia prompts the idea of the Nord ®trddne Nord Stream is the key to turn a tragic
situation in the energy security of Europe to aaonoe. The Nord Stream, the South Stream and the
Blue Stream are tools to prevent crises and resporitie needs of the Europeans. To this respect
Ukraine is indirectly blamed as the villain of te®ry. Russia is then portrayed as a hero in Putin’
words. In addition Putin claims that the even tlheoean consumers realized how much they need the
pipeline. In this way he argues that all the cardttons and projects which are going on are justifi
They all serve the purpose of granting energy sigclar the European consumers. This consideration

has prompted me to name the key story of the paseagrgy security”.

Konstantin Simonov, the general director of the $fars National Energy Security Fund
(Simonov 2009), has as well underlined the mearimg the Nord Stream as Russia and its

relationship with Europe.

Nord Stream is an example of cooperation betweessiBuand Europe in all
parts of this energy chain — downstream, middlastrand upstream. We see
German companies in Yuzhno-Russkoye, we see Gazproriuropean
downstream and also in middle stream because atmeps will be not only
BASF and E.ON, our partners will be Gasunie and bea@DF Suez. The
project’'s value in restoring EU-Russia ties is mamportant than its

contribution to energy security. (ibid)

The romantic characterization of the project is doethe fact that the Nord Stream
represents an instance of intentional Euro-Russtarperation, which is highlighted as at the core of
the project. The focus of the passage is mainlyhencompanies involved in the project. Such a
consideration prompts to underline how the libe@hception of cooperation is emerging. Simonov
argues that the participation of German companesiissian ones and the cooperation among
Gazprom and other European companies is an instahee@ider Euro-Russian cooperation. This

concept of cooperation is underpinned by liberdues such as profit pursuing business and free
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market. In other words, as Medvedev previously, @iov conceives cooperation is terms of liberal
connections among companies and increasing mubgaloenic interests. Cooperation is once again
framed within the patterns of economically mutudyantageous undertakings. In this light the “ties”
that Simonov talks about are referring to strongeoperation with Europe as articulated on the
economical level. The goal of the Nord Stream ismprove Euro-Russian cooperative patterns. |
therefore name the key story in this passage “IRussian energy cooperation”, as the Nord Stream is

an instance of that.

4.1.6. Sweden

This last paragraph deals with the documents aadattalyses collected from Swedish
officials and their declarations to the press. Sameid also involved in the construction of the pipe
as the route is planned to pass near its natioatdras One of the most active officials in relegsin
speeches the Nord Stream pipeline is the MinistetHe Environment of Sweden, Andreas Carlgren.

In a breakfast meeting in January held in Brudseldeclared:

Sweden doesn’t want to be rushed into approvingssian-German natural gas
pipeline project under the Baltic Sea before afohreview of environmental
concerns. Sweden is aware of Germany's needs &brgdes, and that it is
necessary for Europe to find other ways to getfgas Russia and to get gas
and energy from several sources. But that can iwanpinterfere into our legal

process. (Carlgren 2009a)

The passage depicts a plot which can easily twm fromance into tragedy and vice
versa. The turning point of the key story is thepect for the environment and the national legal
process, which would prompt Sweden to approve thesteuction of the pipeline. Interestingly
Carlgren portraits Sweden as a sort of watchmé&mdacare of the fact that environmental issuefaas
as national legal processes are respected. Witibgnézing the German and European needs, Carlgren

underlines how important it is to check whethertaiarparameters are supervised. Carlgren implies
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that the environment as a common good and the Stveditional legal process as a sovereign Swedish
right, have to be respected. In particular he ersigha how external pressures to approve the project
will not work, as Sweden as a sovereign legal syste follows that the key story of this passage is

“sovereign legal system”.

The same tone and similar arguments can be tracée isecond part of the article where

the above mentioned declarations were reportedgt@arcontinues:

Parties or companies like Nord Stream have the tmimake use of the sea to
build pipelines, but on the other hand there i®bligation for coastal states to
make sure that they won't face unacceptable envieotal consequences. So
far Nord Stream has not presented full and sufficgriality documentation for
the environmental impact and this is a concerntffier Baltic states not just
Sweden.(Ibid)

The narrative tension in this passage revolvesnagaund a key story that could turn
from romance into tragedy. Carlgren acknowledgesright of Nord Stream AG, as a company, to
pursue economic profit by building pipelines. Ceglgalso in this passage portrays for Sweden tiee ro
of the watchman. By emphasizing the role of thestalastates (among which Sweden) to check on the
undertaking, the Swedish Minister for the Envirommegoes implicitly back to the role he assigned
before to Sweden. The presentation of appropriaumientation regarding the evaluation of the
environmental impacts is the condition for the otbeuntries to be satisfied. In the passage thaeval
of the shared environment is underlined by theresfee Carlgren makes to “coastal states” and the
“concern for the Baltic states”. Interestingly asichilarly to the previous passage, the Nord Stream
pipeline prompts an occasion for Sweden to reptdtsaif as a hero making sure that the environment
and the national legal processes are respectede Tha tension between business, representedeby th
companies and their interests, and the environmémth Sweden is portrayed to guard. Sweden,
argues Carlgren, aims at establishing the precigeamental impact of the pipeline. “Environmental

threat” is then the name of the key story.

The importance that Sweden gives to the respedh#environment in the construction
of the Nord Stream pipeline is repeatedly highkghtCarlgren further emphasizes Swedish point of
view on that matter in this passage taken fromwegonental press release:
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The Swedish Government considers that the projemti@ronmental impact
assessment should contain alternative routes. Qwveehave received the
application, we will examine the project very caif in accordance with
Swedish legislation and international conventiditse impact that the pipelines
will have on the sensitive environment of the Rafliea will be closely studied.
The international conventions that must be followdgen considering granting
permits require that reasonable alternatives gperted. In the consultations
concerning the project that have taken place, nmainthe Swedish referral
comments, including those from several governmeggneies, have placed

demands that alternative routes be reported. (Zarlg007a)

The passage depicts the construction of the Norda®t pipeline is presented in a
romantic narration. The construction of the pipelnepresents an issue which might have a romantic
development. This positive or romantic end would dwhieved if proper studies concerning the
environment and alternative routes for the pipelvexre presented. The pipeline is not hindered by
Sweden, which is again portrayed as a sort of vmaéchor hero. Sweden is the observer that carefully
watches over the Baltic Sea in order for the irdgomal laws and conventions to be respected. Nord
Stream has to show that it can act according tonommrules such as international conventions and
specifically Swedish law. Sweden demands more gpjate and detailed environmental impact
assessment. This is argued to be for the sakeeoérkironment itself. However the passage repeats
and underlines the importance of the internatitenab and conventions, which are regulating acaswiti
potentially endangering the environment. Carlgreantions the referral comments which were also
reported from governmental agencies and highlighésimportance of alternative routes for the Nord
Stream. | name the first key story in this passadenvironmental regulations”, as those need to be
respected. Furthermore the second key story isfféigdity of the Baltic Sea” refers to the factatithe
eco-system of the Baltic Sea is particularly séresitThese two points are at the centre of thegupess
by Carlgren.
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The terms in which the pipeline and the consequentéts construction are addressed,
are slightly different in Wahlback’s point of viein a meeting in Washington, Wahlbdtkhas
released this declaration:

Sweden has no interest in impeding Russian gasraxpad would like to

contribute to the integration of Russia with Euregenomically and otherwise.
However these two powers have prepared the prajéttout asking for

Sweden's views about the intended route. (WahlB86ka)

Here it is very difficult to characterize the pagsas a romance, a comedy, a satire or a
tragedy. Wahlback states that there is in princigdeobjection to the integration between Russia and
Europe. He argues that Sweden promotes such ititegien the economical level. This point is used
to declare that Sweden does not oppose the conetruaf the Nord Stream pipeline. Furthermore
Wahlback seems to conceive the Nord Stream assémice of such integration (as Medvedev, Merkel
and Simonov). However the problem lies in the bilalt character of the undertaking. Sweden was not
consulted on the route. On the one hand Wahlbapkoaps integration as articulated on economical
terms, but on the other he claims that the prgjhould have been more largely agreed upon. Thte firs
content of the passage is then the key story ajrfemical integration”. The second part of the pgssa

is oriented by the key story of “rejection of bdedlism”.

The position expressed by Ygeman is rather diftefiemm the one which Walhback was
articulating. The Swedish parliament committee waged to a conference in Saint Petersburg which
would have dealt with the presentation of the staifithe Nord Stream pipeline project (Ygeman
2009b). The committee, represented by Ygeman, dddm boycott the meeting.

We do not believe that it is in Swedish interestbuild a Russian gas pipeline
in the Swedish Economic Zone. We do not want torogrourselves in a new
big fossil fuel project. We consider it not in Svees interest to get this project
up standing. (Ygeman 2009a)

21 Krister Wahlback is the former ambassador andrétg-policy advisor to the former Swedish Priménidter, Carl Bildt
(Wahlback 2006a).
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The construction of the Nord Stream pipeline iseharticulated as a tragic event. The
construction of the pipeline would be clearly a dgenfor Sweden. Ygeman does not see advantages in
the construction of the pipeline ad this is relatedthe fact that the Nord Stream is supposed to
transport gas, which is a fossil fuel. This argutrmints out the environmentally related concehad t
Ygeman is expressing in consideration of the faat gas is itself a polluting and not renewabld.fue
This point about the big fossil fuel project rekat® the fact that such thing is intrinsically a
environmental threat. This is to stress the impm#aof the environmental argumentation unfold m th

passage, and the key story is “environmental threat

In the end | want to present the passage by Mikadistront? All the other passages
were collected from politicians and official. Althgh the author is not a proper actor (politician or
official of one of the countries of the region)shext is one of the most famous texts regardirg th
Nord Stream. Holmstrom has collected, in one atick wrote on the Swedish tabloRVD a

declaration which he claimed to be close to offi&@&edish governmental sources.

The entire line is also a potential political ard ity problem. There will be a
new Russian island only a few miles from Swedishittey. It is an ideal

location platform to collect intelligence. No conntis interested in getting
other countries' eyes and ears closer than abBoloezessary.(Holmstrém
2006%°

This passage contains a clear tragic conceptualizaf the pipeline. The tragic spin lies
in the characterization of the Nord Stream withaagluage that recalls a spy-story movie. The
construction of the Nord Stream is a tragic evesttabise its lines could be used as spying devices.
Russia is depicted as the absolute villain of tterys Her action recalls strategies (intelligence
collection) which resemble very closely the Cold "femes. Sweden is then threatened by the
construction of the Nord Stream pipeline as it wloske its security decreased. The claim of having
other countries’ ears and eyes closer, as a restlie construction of the pipeline, is as wellaléng
Cold War time language. The main point in this pgssis the evil depiction of Russia and the
consequent articulation of the Nord Stream as gidraappening. The key story in this passage is

“spying device”.

22 Mikael Hollstrém is a journalist writing for $/ This article was also quoted in Larsson 2003, p.
23 Translation done by the author.
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4.2. The common key stories

4.2.1. The constructors: economical cooperation

This section of the chapter aims at summing upréiselts obtained with the analysis of
the texts. This first paragraph describes the tesuhich were obtained with the texts and documents
relatively to Germany and Russia, the two countriesponsible for the construction of the Nord

Stream pipeline.

In the German speeches the key stories that emargeeinergy securityenvironmental
regulationsand Euro-Russian economical cooperatiohhe Nord Stream pipeline is first of all an
answer to the needs of energy security, both imgseof supplies and in terms of diversification of
sources. The Nord Stream answers the European fere@safe and reliable supply of natural gas. In
the German speeches there is the attempt to unelehie utility of the pipeline for the whole Eurape
continent. Interestingly, in Merkel's speech, tlimice of excluding other countries is justifiedtire
light of the fact that the project has a strateg&aning. The exclusion of certain countries apfeam
to be beneficial to articulate the “cooperativet@ats”. The Euro-Russian economical cooperation is
argued to be the background of the Nord StreamegptojCooperation is conceived mainly in
economical terms and in particular, in energy eslanterprises which are economically profitabte. |
addition to that there is the attempt, in Glosepsech, to emphasizes the respect for the envimtame
regulations. The justification of the constructimiithe Nord Stream is also grounded on environnienta
terms. The Nord Stream is not only economicallyfitable or a vehicle to secure supplies, it is aso

environmentally safe choice.

The Russian passages are characterized by the teiess of energy security
Euro(German)-Russian economical cooperatiand Euro-Russian energy cooperatioifhe Nord
Stream is firstly, together with the South Streamd &he Blue Stream, an important tool to guarantee
safe supplies of natural gas to Europe. By buildimg Nord Stream, Russia and Germany would
provide Europe with a reliable source. In Medvedespeech, the necessity of building the pipeline is
articulated on the consideration that the Nord étr¢and the South Stream) “is needed by Europe”.
By arguing the common European necessity for thable supply of gas, Medvedev implies that the
Nord Stream is not only an instance of the Germasskn cooperation, but it is meant to be an
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advantage for the whole continent. The advantagbeotonstruction of the Nord Stream is related to
the fact that it implies economical benefits. Inrtigallar, in the Russian speeches, cooperation is
depicted as economical or as energy related. Teeali values of profit-pursuing companies and free
market seem to underpin the articulation of theoERussian cooperation. Medvedev clearly states how
nothing brings countries closer than “economicaitjeentures”. On the Russian side, cooperation is
intended as mutually profitable enterprises. Thed\iBtream is mutually profitable and therefore can

be a good instance of cooperation between Russdi&arope. Furthermore such a cooperation is also
argued to be revolving on the energy sector. Thel tream, in Simonov’s words, is also an instance
of how the cooperation between Europe and Rus&#astive in the energy chain. In addition to that

the Nord Stream is a tool to enlarge and strengthefities” linking Europe and Russia.

4.2.2. The Baltic Sea region: environmental concerns and economic losses

This paragraph gathers the key stories which erddrgen the other four countries of the
Baltic Sea region. | proceed by listing them alpdtadally.

The Estonian key stories that emerged from thegogessarethe fragility of the Baltic
Sea lack of consultation among European countriaad division of the European UnionThe
Estonian passages often emphasize the delicatmemental condition of the Baltic Sea. This post i
used to suggest an alternative route for the pipedn the mainland, which according to the Estonian
point of view would be less harmful for the envinoent. However a mainland route for the Nord
Stream would most certainly involve the passageutin the Estonian territory, granting fees and
political weight. In addition to that, Paet (200es the point made about the offshore route of the
pipeline to argue that some countries (among wRigland, Lithuania and other Baltic states) were lef
out of the project on purpose. This point is rattedevant as Paet explicitly implies that Germaas/a
European country, did not cooperate with the ofh@opean countries as they would have expected.
The lack of cooperation among European countriag from the Estonian point of view, the project
showed, is a point which is enlarged and deependtia speeches of the Estonian President. llves
claims how the European Union does not speak with wwice. By doing so he implies its division,
lack of cooperation, and the tendency for many t@sto follow their national interests. According

to llves the Nord Stream pipeline is an instancthege three elements. It is the result disagretnadn
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the European countries on the energy sector, astloivs how Germany decide to pursue its own
national interest rather than focusing on the commecessities. As a consequence the European
Union is weaker and subject to the Russian “forgigticy tool” represented by the Nord Stream in

particular and by the energy policy in general.

The Finnish key stories arenergy security, environmental factpenvironmental threat
fragility of the Baltic Seaenvironmental regulationand European common energy polidg the first
Finnish speech, Halonen underlines how Finland geeblord Stream as a factor which could improve
the energy security for the whole Europe. Howeverthe Finnish speeches there are abundant
references to the environmental conditions of tladti® Sea. Halonen highlights how the Finnish
support to the pipeline is tied up with the respkectthe environment and the guarantee that the
pipeline won't be an ecological threat. The différkey stories that are relating to the environrakent
condition of the Baltic Sea underline the imporemd the subject. This is also evident in Hautala’'s
speech where the attention towards the environnsehbked to the respect for the environmental
regulations. Hautala claims the ratification of tegulations established in the Espoo Conventioa as
fundamental prerequisite for the discussions cariegrthe pipeline to take place. Hautala in patdcu
is blaming Russia, due to its missing ratificatadrihe Espoo Convention. A rather more positivenpoi
of view about the pipeline is expressed by Stublorie of his two texts he argues how Europe might
need the Nord Stream pipeline as a mean to impre/&uropean energy security. Interestingly Stubb
argues and calls for “common European energy polioyderlining how the European countries are

still divided and this makes them more exposedargy crisis (the Russo-Ukrainian case).

The Polish position on the construction of the N8tdeam pipeline is generally rather
negative. The key stories which characterize thgression of the Polish dissent towards the Nord
Stream are:energy security environmental threatenvironmental regulationsnational security
Putin’s attempt to divide the EU, economical disasbor the EUand Ribbentrop-Molotov pactThe
Nord Stream pipeline is depicted as a matter abnal security. Its construction would jeopardize,
among others, the existing gas pipelines (Yamal Bratherhood). Wozniak implies that Polish
interests would be damaged by the Nord Stream (Y&ueope is passing through Poland) and by
doing so he justifies Polish position against theelne. Poland would rather have an increasediise

the existing pipelines, as this would provide witansit fees and political weight. In addition the
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environmental threat represented by the Nord Strisampersistent key story in the Polish passages.
Poland, is argued, would rather support alternagix@ects (like the Amber pipeline) in order to
safeguard the Baltic Sea which is endangered bgdhstruction of the Nord Stream. Furthermore the
Nord Stream AG does not appear to comply with thgirenmental regulations of the Espoo
Convention, and this is in the Polish point of viaweason to oppose the pipeline. The Nord Stream i
described as an attempt by Putin to “divide andatgerthe EU”, attempt which could not be carried
out without the help of the former German Chanecelohréder. As a consequence, Poland claims that
the principle of consultation was violated by ther@an behavior. Like in the Estonian case, Poland
argues that the Nord Stream is an instance of gnolit the level of the European Union. Its members
do not consult and do not cooperate with each o#lseit would be expected. The “geopolitical
absurdity” represented by the Nord Stream is alserg risky economical undertaking. The Polish
narrative insists on the expansive costs of thedNBiream and how these costs would have to be paid
by the European consumers. In addition the Noreda®trwould violate one of the principle at the core
of the liberal conception of the market: the contpeness, as it would lower the number of
companies on the market (weakening the Europeaaypoh liberalization). In particular Poland has
delivered probably the most famous speech on thel [Stream pipeline. Sikorski has compared the
Nord Stream pipeline to the Ribbentrop- Molotov tpat an image which was unfolding the fear what
the historical fact represents: agreement at tiperese of Poland. This kind of attitude on the Germa
side, which according to Poland resembled the Itgibind the Ribbentrop-Molotov pact, is also

undermining the principle of solidarity among Eugap countries.

The Swedish key stories asevereign legal systeranvironmental threatenvironmental
regulations fragility of the Baltic Seaeconomical integratiorrejection of bilateralismenvironmental
threat spying deviceCarlgren claims the independence (sovereignty)hef Swedish legal system
adding that the Swedish decision regarding thelipppeannot be forced from outside. In particules t
Swedish doubts surrounding the pipeline are relei¢de environmental concerns that its constractio
raises. The Baltic Sea has a delicate environmedhttl@erefore the countries around it have to make
sure that such an environment is preserved. Ferrdason Sweden articulates her doubts about the
Nord Stream also by insisting on the respect fae thternational conventions regulating the
environmental issues. Sweden is also skepticahefreasons behind the pipeline. What Walhback

criticizes is the bilateral character of the agreetrwhich lies behind the pipeline. As he argués th
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decision was taken by the European Union and Rug#i@ut a consistent consultation with others (in
this case with the Swedish government). Howeverdeweacknowledges the right for companies to
pursue profitable business and is in favor of BHRussian integration based on the economical
enterprises. Finally in the article by Holmstroime tkey story that emerged was articulating the Nord
Stream as a spying device, implying the languagkthe logic of the Cold War. Holmstrom implies

that the construction of the Nord Stream is digeeffecting Swedish security and therefore is a

menace.

The methodological procedure, as explained in @rapt has completed the abductive
and the deductive moment. The texts and the pasdaye been analyzed and the data collected. In
order to fulfill the scope of the research andehae characterize the international society ofBha#ic
Sea area, | need to complete the last step of #hadological analysis: point c), the inductive
moment. In chapter 5 the findings which were cadddn this chapter are linked with the concepts of
the structural English School. Eventually the Ralfea area is framed within the concept of the

international society.
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5. THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF THE BALTIC SEA AREA

This chapter brings together the methodologicalysig its findings and the concepts of
the structural English School. It aims at linkidge tdata which emerged in chapter 4, to the concepts
(described in chapter 2) of the structural Engl&tiool. In particular the study is framed withire th
structural reformulation of the English School #smapted by Barry Buzan (2004). The reformulation
attempted by Buzan aims at: a) granting the Endiishool with a more structured approach and a
more clearly delineated flagship concept whosarslare now defined on actor-hood; b) establishing
link between the complex process of globalizatiow ds regional, geographical dimension. The
reformulation changed the meaning of concept adrivdtional society and by doing so inspired the
research question (as expressed in chapter 1).t€h8phas dealt with the introduction of the
methodology that was applied in chapter 4. In paldir the two previous chapters focused on the
methodological steps of abduction and deductioris Thapter specifically refers to the inductive
moment (as explained in Chapter 3) of the methaglodd analysis. This is done in three phases. |
firstly look at the primary institutions and theceadary ones by linking them to the key stories. |
proceed then by characterizing the emerged institsitand their underpinning values as pluralishor
solidarist. Finally | gather these elements in ortedescribe the international society in BaltieaS

area.

5.1. The primary institutions and the European Union

5.1.1. From key stories to primary and secondary institutions

The debate concerning the primary institutions witthe English School is rich and
variegated. As Buzan points out, the classificatiod the definitions of the primary institutiongfeli
almost in each scholar belonging to the Englisho8thHowever difficult it is possible to trace and
highlight a shared understanding of the primargitutsons which are “durable and recognized pagern
of shared practices rooted in values held commdrlythe members of interstate societies, and
embodying a mix of norms, rules and principles” £Ba 2004, p. 181). This definition helps us to

place the primary institution within the researasidn. It does so because Buzan’s understanding of
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the primary institution can be linked to the cortsegf key stories, which were collected and disedss

in the previous chapter. The key stories were pitesein Chapter 3 as general and wider arguments to
which the content of the passages can be related.géneral arguments which emerged with the
narrative analysis represent principles norms aldeg which are embedded in the different passages
collected. The different conceptualizations of therd Stream pipeline and the narrative analysis
highlighted different narratives which can be frane the context of primary institutions. This igné

by speculating on the fact that the Nord Streamkw/@ss a catalyst prompting narrations which entail
key stories. The narratives which emerged in fofrkey stories entail, as argued in Chapter 3, $ocia
features. It is due to their “social character’tthahis then possible to reflect upon which oresl
why are shared. Buzan clearly points out that “amyninstitutions have to reflect some shared
principle, norm or value” (2004 p. 177). | then geed linking the key stories to primary institugon
The same thinking applies to secondary instituti@econdary institutions are: “the products ofaiart
types of international societies.[and] they are consciously designed to serve tistrumental
purposes of the entities that create them” (BuZ2092p. 27). | argue that the European Union can be
understood as a very strong secondary instituesnit was consciously designed by its members to
deal with various issues in the international a$fairhe starting assumption is given still by Bugan
consideration that “[primary] institutions will lekfferent from one kind of society to another” (20g.
166). It follows that, being the aim of this studycharacterize the international society of th&iBa
Sea area, it is necessary to depart from the dealfshe primary institutions. In the next parggrd

list and discuss the primary institutions as thay be inferred from the key stories | gatheredml ot
only at showing how some key story can be framethivimore than one primary or secondary

institution, but also at highlighting how the primanstitutions relate to each other.

5.1.2. The primary institutions and the European Union in the Baltic Sea region

The primary institutions of a given internationalcgty change in time and can easily
decay or evolve and this process is extremely flBuzan, Dunne, Little). In the book edited by Buiza
and Gonzales, the characterization of the primassitutions was attempted to see “how they agree or
differ from the global understanding” (Gonzales 200. 92). | do not intend to compare the structure
of primary institutions of the Baltic Sea to thelghl ones. Rather | focus on the specific charesties
that the primary institutions of the Baltic Sea\pde to its international society. In the studytbé

international society the Middle East, the insidnos and the regional features are compared to the
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global ones in order to see were frictions or carirbced, in a historical perspective. This studgsd
not aim at providing an historical perspective ba évolution of the primary institutions in the al
Sea area. Rather, it focuses in portraying an ateynicture of the contemporary regional combimatio
of the primary institutions, in order to attempe thefinition of its international society. In tharply
constructivist understanding primary institutiomglahe interstate society shape each other and, as
consequence, are mutually constitutive. The samehamessm of mutual shaping is operating among
some primary institutions and the other two domaihs interhuman and the transnational. It follows
that to study the social tissue within a giveniing&ional society we need to have a look at theagry
institutions which are characterizing it. This gaeph tackles the specific set of primary instdng
which can be found in the Baltic Sea area. Theovalg list does not imply any hierarchical
classification, as this is not within the scopetlué study, rather it aims at enumerating the prymar
institutions to enable the discussion on their gliat and solidarist elements, which takes placthé

next paragraph.

The key stories of the environmental factors, thdrenmental threat and the fragility of
the Baltic Sea are the most shared and the maosighyrpresent among the narratives of the Balte Se
area. In the context of the primary institutionsytttan be seen as the institution of émironment
These key stories reflect principles which canibkeld to the care for the environment. Generalgy th
key stories linked to the environment are usedrticwdate dissent towards the construction of the
pipeline. The Baltic sea is narrated as fragildicdee and as an environment where the impact @f th
construction of the Nord Stream pipeline would levastating. The countries that are not directly
involved in the construction of the Nord Streanaird the respect for the common environment. This
does not necessarily show that the constructidheoNord Stream pipeline will be compatible witle th
environmental care. Rather it underlines how trspeet of the environment it's mandatory, for the
construction of the pipeline to be “socially acadpe” in the area. The countries use the environahen
care as as the primary vehicle to articulate disseto subordinate the acceptance of the pipatirtbe
respect of norms and conventions, which are enmentally related. The environment appears as the
most shared primary institution and most agreechupbe great majority of the countries refer to the
primary institution of the environment either tgport or to criticize the construction of the pipel It
is then safe to argue that the preservation oBiéic Sea considered as a maritime resource and a

common ecosystem is a value, and the countrigseiratea implicitly expect its respect. This primary
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institution allows the meaningful participation wénsnational actors (belonging to the transnationa
domain) such as environmental NGOs. Furthermorbinvihe primary institution of the environment
the transnational organizations contribute meanihgto the interplay among the pillars. Also the
individuals (from the interhuman domain) such aisgte citizens, for instance, can be active in the

framework given by this primary institution.

The key stories of the environmental regulationa ba framed within the primary
institution ofinternational law From what has emerged in the analysis, in th@neof the Baltic Sea,
the institution of the international law appearstipalarly linked to the primary institution of the
environment. The narratives concerning the nornasiaternational regulations, to which the countries
refer to in the area, have all an environmentalattar. The dissent towards the construction of the
Nord Stream pipeline is articulated along the Idgatework within which the undertaking must be
placed. However, in one of the German passagesfGioentioned the fact that Germany took very
seriously the compliance to the environmental noams regulations. Nord Stream AG claims from its
website the respect for the same norms. The primmstitution of the international law appears to be
relevant and important in the Baltic Sea area asmiected to the environment. This connection can be
seen when looking at the often mentioned Espooaion. The Espoo convention established a set of
norms and regulations that apply to the environalesghere. These two institutions, the environment
and the international law, interweave and complegreanh other. The aspect of the environmental care
is deeply linked to the respect of the commonlalgsghed regulations. This aspect of the intermatio
law is rather interesting as it shows how such legns and conventions, are binding not only fo t
states (Germany, Russia and so forth) but alsthioitransnational actors (such as Nord Stream AG)

and potentially for the individuals.

The key stories of the economical integration, éghenomical disaster for the European
Union, the Euro-Russian economical cooperation Emeh(German)-Russian economical cooperation
can be seen in the context of the primary insttubf themarket These narratives explicitly refer to
liberal values, such as the profit pursuing logictlee free market. The liberal understanding of the
market as the core of the narratives, either iy thiee employed to justify the construction of therdl
Stream or if the they mean to criticize it. The owies refer to economical gains or losses and they

articulate those in discourses to support or taéirthe Nord Stream. In the case of the Euro(Geyman
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Russian economical cooperation narratives, Gernanty Russia articulate the development of the
relations and the improvement of the cooperativiéepas between Europe and Russia, along the
principle of mutually beneficial enterprises. Thiggument is used to justify the construction of the
Nord Stream and shows that one of the main advastiigm its construction is the economical profit.
Medvedev declares that economical joint ventur@sgbcountries closer. By doing so he emphasizes
that the liberal value of profit pursuit, can bedd¢o implement further integration, based on engno
interdependence. The primary institution of the kears also shared by those not supporting the
construction of the pipeline. The Nord Stream iscti®ed as a disaster as its costs would be on the
shoulders of the European consumers. The disse&haiticulated on the consideration that the Nord
Stream would lower German and European competi#s®nThe primary institution implies a strong
presence of transnational actors (such as Nor&i&t&G or other companies) and individuals in the
interplay among the pillars and the profit or eqoio gain as a target is largely accepted and
considered legitimate. In addition to that the giplte of free competitions among the transnational
actors is taken for granted. This principle is egtd to the larger regional area (to states, ard &y

the European Union) either to justify the constiarctof the pipeline as profitable (in terms of atri

economic gains or losses) or to oppose it.

The key stories of energy security and Euro-Russiargy cooperation can be seen in
the context of the primary institution of tle@ergy prosperityThe energy prosperity appears to be a
strongly shared primary institution in the BaltiegSregion. The references to secure supplies and
resources of energy are abundant. From the analf/sie texts, the energy prosperity and its relate
narratives were shared by Germany and Russia awdbgl countries not directly involved in the
construction of the pipeline. In particular, forole supporting the Nord Stream pipeline, its
construction would be an instance to secure therotbuntries with secure supplies and reliable
sources. On the other hand the countries whicloppesing the Nord Stream pipeline argue that its
construction would not diversify the energy souraed enlarge the dependence on Russian gas, as a
consequence it would endanger the European cosintmethe narrative of Euro-Russian energy
cooperation, the mutual energy prosperity is theebt argue a deeper level of cooperation. The
primary institution of the energy prosperity hasderpinning values which are very similar to the
institution of the market and the two are relafEde profit or prosperity is seen in from the padht

view of energy supplies and the security of recwjvihose. Like in the primary institution of the
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market, the underpinning logic of profit (though ssen as energy) implies the involvement of the
actors from the three domains. The presence dfdéinsnational actors is strong and there is pdagibi

for the individuals.

The key story of sovereign legal system can be seetie context of the primary
institution of sovereignty The first consideration to be made is about tbg fole of the primary
institution of sovereignty. It is in fact difficutb imagine a contemporary state system which doés
include the respect of the sovereignty of its mambk the narratives which were collected in the
Baltic Sea area the primary institution of sovemgéygmplies as a consequence the respect of idterna
and international laws. It follows that the way hieh sovereignty is perceived affects the way in
which the European Union is conceived. The statdhe system acknowledge each other’s existence
and in a second moment they recognize internatitavas, as regulating the relationships among
sovereign units. To put it in other words “statesagnize each other as the same kind of entity théh
same legal standing” (Buzan 1993 in 2004 p. 145)he key stories of sovereign legal system and
spying device, Sweden claims not only the respettternational regulations but claims that her own
legislative system and process can accept no @nggr€e. The primary institution of sovereignty rhost
implies the states to be the preponderant elenrerthe dynamics among the three pillars. The
transnational actors and the individuals are nayip an important role within the functioning biet

institution of sovereignty in the interstate system

The key stories of lack of consultation among Eeesp countries, division of the
European Union, European common energy policypnatisecurity, Putin’s attempt to divide the EU,
Ribbentrop-Molotov pact, rejection of bilateralisend spying device are directly or indirectly
concerning the same thing: the character of the@aan Union as an international actor in the region
The characterization of the European Union withia English School is a rather difficult task which
do not attempt. Rather the point here is only tdeuline what is the perceived international chamact
of the European Union. To put it in other wordswhiie countries conceive the consequences that
derive from the membership to the European Uniod #ire following expected behaviors of the

members.
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As | argued above, the European Union can be uttdetsas a secondary institution. It
was consciously designed by its member to deal thighinternational affairs. Some key stories which
are related to the above mentioned primary ingbist (in particular the market and energy prospgerit
can be also seen in the context of the natureeoEtiropean Union. The key stories reveal that tisere
a common perception of division among the Europmamtries. The Nord Stream is often articulated
as an instance of that division. The European Uisariaimed to fail in its purpose of speaking wath
unique voice in important matters such as the gnpadicy. This is why Stubb, the Finnish Foreign
Minister, suggest the creation of a common Europaargy policy. The division among the countries
allows national interests to emerge. For instatite key story of spying device and national segurit
are both describing a scenario where the Nord Stngipeline is endangering the national safety of
each country (Sweden and Poland). The level of Wtat®n is also criticized. Mutual consultation
should be drawn from the principle of solidarityhiah is at the core of the European Union. The Nord
Stream pipeline is argued to be an instance of édhdonsultation. Germany, in particular as a membe
of the European Union, and Russia did not consdt meighboring countries adequately before
initiating the project of the pipeline. Bilateratsis criticized. An instance of that is the waywhich
the the tight Russo-German cooperation is discuasddlamed. Germany, as a country which belongs
to the European Union, should privilege the dialguith all the countries instead of proceeding with
bilateral agreements. That is why, Schroder is bthto be a sort of traitor by helping Putin to devi
and damage the European Union with the constructidhe Nord Stream pipeline. To emphasize the
German bad behavior, one of the Polish key stoxias articulated on the comparison between the
Nord Stream and the Ribbentrop-Molotov pact. Agairat was criticized in the key story was not the
pipeline itself, but its bilateral character whiehds up damaging the collectivity as it serves dinéy
interests of two countries rather than the wholee fext paragraph aims at describing the pluratigt

solidarists elements which are peculiar to theiB&ea region.
5.2. From pluralist to solidarist: from thin to thick

5.2.1. Pluralist institutions

The previous paragraph has outlined the primary sewbndary institutions which are
peculiar of the Baltic Sea area. As mentioned alsovd a set of institutions characterizes the anea
it is therefore unique. The aim of this paragraploipoint out the elements of the primary instos,
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and discuss them in the context of their thin/gistar thick/solidarist connotations. Importanttcs
notice that pluralist and solidarist elements aemutually exclusive. On the contrary they coekisa
given interstate society and their mixture des&ibéiich kind of society we are facing. Another
preliminary reflection concerns the fact that satigt elements, rest and develop upon pluraliss oime

a given society in order for the development ofdsolst features to happen there has to be a solid
pluralist bedrock to start with (Buzan 2004, pp04:3). As Buzan himself suggests it is easier to
conceptualize the two concepts as the ends of erapg one thin where there are mostly pluralist
elements, the other thick where solidarist featamespreponderant. | proceed now by discussing the
pluralist elements.

The pluralist elements in the Baltic Sea regionrelated to sovereignty and the character
of the European Union. The primary institution oivereignty and the secondary institution of the
European Union are related to each other. Thisetalse the European Union is possible due to a
spontaneous “handover” of a part of the sovereighiis members. Sovereign entities have designed i
to deal it with part of issues of the internatioa#hirs. This link is evident also from the fabat the
pluralist elements have emerged in the narrativégctw are related to those two institutions.
Sovereignty is traditionally a pluralist primarystitution (Buzan 2004, p. 140). The development of
other primary institutions or some secondary oaedn the case of the European Union, should lower
its importance. However there are still narratieéssovereignty in which the concepts of national
interest and national security have remarkableap&ir features. More surprisingly the secondary
institution of the European Union is characteribgdpluralist patterns. The understanding of mutual
solidarity among its member presents a clear pgiralit. Consultation is often avoided or minimatia
countries act most likely in the pursuit of theivro interests rather than those of the whole. This
division is evident in the field of energy poliayhere there are not common directives. Germanyechos
a bilateral project rather than going through aenmymplex, but agreed, process of consultations and
elaborate compromises. The pluralist understandiigconsultation (minimal, done only to
communicate the results of a deal) is evident ftbenjoint Merkel and Medvedev speech in Berlin. In
that speech Merkel justifies the exclusion of saroentries from the Nord Stream project on the
ground of the strategic meaning. It follows tha¢ ghplies that the protection of German (and Rungsia
national interest would allow the disrespect fonsudtation with other European countries. Thera is

common and shared perception of division within Bugopean Union. This happens regardless of the
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fact that such a secondary should implement safydand promote solidarist behaviors among its

members.

5.2.2. Solidarist institutions

The solidarist developments are visible in the othstitutions. The primary institutions
of the environment and of the international lawperate and reinforce each others. The environment
shows consistent solidarist developments as thecBaéa is viewed as a value and something more
than a mere common space. It follows that the sgfesuch an asset is expected from all the umits
the system. Specifically the environmental cares d@cigether with the implementation and the
compliance to the regulations and norms (such e€fpoo convention) which are extended from the
primary institution of the international law. Buzataces the international law among the pluralist
institutions as it regulates the relations amongesgign units (ibid, pp. 140-143). However the @iy
institution of international law is characterizeg énvironmentally related features. One of thoshés
set of regulations deriving from the Espoo conwemtiwhich were commonly established by the
countries of the region. The primary institution the market has very well developed solidarist
patterns. Buzan himself (2004 pp. 146-148) indeatee market as an institution where solidarist
features emerge especially in liberal terms. Ndy dine market seems to be deeply shared, with its
liberal values agreed upon, but the solidarist otetions are rather evident. The same developments
are evident for the peculiar primary institution tbie energy prosperity. Interestingly the solidaris
developments in these two institutions are in t@mskvith the pluralist features described in the
narratives concerning the European Union. The NBirdam is argued to be built in order to pursue
Euro-Russian economical cooperation, however thmtces which are supposed to take part in this
cooperation (the other European countries) arepmoperly consulted. This shows that while the
market evolves with more solidarist patterns, whepeperation and integration are developed on
liberal values, those developments are in tensiitin puralist features of the secondary institutmn
the European Union. This holds as well in the rismeaof the Euro-Russian energy cooperation, where
the bilateral character of the Nord Stream is adgte be for the common good of the European
countries. In general the solidarist elements appeabe preponderant and there is a consistent
thickening of the solidarist features underpinneabtly by the values of the environmental care, free
trade and profit. There are tensions among ingditaf but as Buzan argues, those frictions areqgdart

the standard dynamics in the interplay which exast®ng them (ibid, pp. 180- 185).
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5.3. The Baltic Sea area through the lens of the structural English School

5.3.1. Back to the research question, the international society of the Baltic Sea
area

This chapter aimed at reflecting on the data gathein chapter 4 through the
interpretative lens of the concepts of the stradtinglish School. This last section tackles speadify
the research question that is the characterizafidhe international society in the Baltic Sea afdae
reformulation of the English School triptych hasrtiiermore generated a new definition of
international society, which has become: “the agemnent...where the basic legal and political
framework is set by the state system, with indigiduand transnational actors being given rights by
states within the order defined by interstate sgti@uzan 2004, p. 202). The rest of the paragraph
describes the Baltic Sea area while referring atdéfinition of the international society mentioned

above.

The Baltic Sea area is characterized by evidentstmoahgly grounded solidarist patterns.
However, sovereignty is still a present and impdrtastitution. The factual and perceived divismn
the countries in the European Union, specificatiythe energy sector, encourages national oriented
behaviors. Bilateralism is blamed and perceived phiralist behavior on one side, while on the pthe
bilateralism is argued to be the best way to aehmscurity of supplies, economical integration and
stronger cooperative ties for the whole communiether the Nord Stream is perceived as a Russo-
German project or an EU-Russian project, what istnaoiticized from the countries not directly
involved, is the bilateral character of the projethis cannot be framed in accordance with the
principles and practices that should come alongnieenbership to the European Union, such as
solidarity and the duty to consult each other. Aasequence German conduct is often blamed, in a
way or another, to weaken the strength of the EranpJnion by acting on the base of her national
interest. On the other hand solidarist developmardgsconsistent. The values underpinning the market
and the energy prosperity have spread in the wieglon and are supported transversally by all the
countries. The concepts of integration and mutwaiefit are linked to the liberal understanding of
development. The pursue of profit and the freeetraigt not only recognized practices, but they appea
to be strongly internalized to the level of beli€hese developments seem from time to time to be in
tension with the pluralist features which appeamnfithe membership to the European Union. The most
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solidarist features appear from the characteristidbe primary institutions of the environment aofd
the international law. These two institutions angtumally supportive in the Baltic Sea area. The @alu
which the Baltic Sea represents, appears to beedHay the whole region. In addition to that the

compliance to the environmental norms, such agE#p®o convention, is fundamental.

As Buzan, in relation to the interplay among thélag which characterizes an
international society, has stated: “how the thremains interact with each other depends on what sor
of values are in play and where they are locat&f04 p. 199). There are significant solidarist
developments in the Baltic Sea area, even in theerpluralist elements. The interplay among the
pillars is not particularly evident in relation taost of the primary institutions and their undernpng
values. The international society of the Baltic &esa is characterized by a strong interplay antbag
pillars in relation to the primary institution dfé market and of the environment. These two ingitg
and their underpinning values are deeply interedliby the units of the interstate domain and have
spread to the other two domains. This allows esfigcitransnational actors and (potentially
individuals), such as Nord Stream AG, Gasunie teratt continuously with the interstate units. The
liberal values of the market grant companies witlspecific weight and their profit pursuit is
recognized as a right and encouraged by the statethe same time the primary institution of the
environment has structured and determined rulesegulations by developing with the institution of
international law. This is the case particularlyhe Espoo convention, where the regional aspeitteof
link between these two institutions is recognizaflkis link does not only affect the level of ideal
argumentation but also the more concrete legall lexeere regulations and norms ought to be
respected. Bilateral behaviors are not perceivgebagive for the community while the majority diet
countries lament lacks in the principles and pcastithat they would take for granted as coming with
the European Union’s membership. Curiously, a sgagninstitution designed to represent solidarist
behaviors among its members is blamed to allowafikirconducts. The international society in the
Baltic region has a remarked orientation towards ittstitutions of the environment and the market.
This is due to the fact that the solidarist deveiepts and the interplay among the three pillarsase

meaningful under those two institutions.
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6. CONCLUSIONS

This study was articulated around the conceptshef gtructural English School. In
particular the research question dealt with thand&fn of the international society in a defined
geographical space: the Baltic Sea region. Thisisheas built to tackle the Baltic Sea area with th
help of a study case. The Nord Stream pipeline thasstudy case of the thesis. It was argued to
function as a catalyst prompting stories as reastio its construction. The analysis of the naresti
produced as documents, texts and declaration hdsayed a picture of the region. The Baltic Sea
region appeared as an area where solidarist dewelays are built on a still persistent pluralist cet
features. The study case revealed how bilaterargmtes, or more generally, self-interest oriented
behaviors of the states are not socially acceptdblggeneral the international society of the area
appears to have developed solidarist features rdlyda the context of the primary institution tfe
environment and of the market. The solidarist dgwelents are however in contrast and in tension
with the unexpected pluralist features which emeffgem the perception of the countries in respéct o
the European Union. The structure of the reseaashréspected the ontological primacy of the states
by focusing on the interstate domain and its ufitss was done from the collection of the textsjolth
are mostly from officials or ministers, to the dpsf the analysis which dealt with the states ted
narratives. However as the definition of the iné&ional society draws from the interplay of all the
three domains, a similar analysis could have beeried for the transnational and the interhuman
domain. This could have by done by gathering textarious forms from different transnational astor
of the area. Finally, the possibility of gatherimgterial from individuals would have granted thedst
with a three folded perspective. This would havievedéd a more complete perspective over the
interplay among the domains and the spillover atléivel of shared values, norms and practices. This
was not done for two reasons: a) the dimensiontlaagurpose of the study; b) the resources thdt suc
a research would have implied. However this remrssan interesting direction for future research at

this respect.

In addition to that, this study attempted a strradtanalysis on a region, the Baltic Sea
area, a development indicated by Barry Buzan. Hewekis study did not attempt a comparison

between the regional and the global level. The annmstitutions which were described in the analys
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were not matched with the ones present in the glapar. Such a comparative perspective would have
implied a much deeper and detailed study thantli@sis could afford to be. However, by highlighting

the peculiar primary institutions of the area, #mel functioning of the European Union as a secondar

institution, this study has given an interestingnpof view on the Baltic Sea region. In additianthat,

this study showed the patterns of the internaticadiety, as conceived by Buzan, in a limited

geographical space. Further research should bewioly a similar path in other sub-regions of the

globe.
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